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[bookmark: _GoBack]The title of the dissertation is Sherborne Abbey and Sherborne Castle: What were the social impacts of the proximity of ecclesiastical and military sites on town of Sherborne? The aim of this dissertation to discuss and assess whether the events of Anarchy, All Hallows Riot and the English Civil war affected social relations between the town, abbey and castles and also whether the proximity of the sites during these events has made a difference in social impact and changing relations. There is a wide amount of local literature, largely tourism booklets, (McIlwain, 2014, P1-30) on the general background of the Abbey in particular being a major, well-loved landmark that is used by the church, town, school and so on. It is also a reminder of Sherborne’s long and at times, important history. Something that often gets overlooked on the wider stage. This dissertation will focus mainly on historical sources, with some archaeological sources and theories that will enable a clear understanding of social change and the impacts it may have had over time and the events given.(McIlwain, 2014, PP1-30:  Legg, 2012, PP1-159: Barker: Sherborne Abbey, 2016.)

There will be 4 main chapters one on Anarchy, the All Hallows Riot, the English Civil War and the impacts of the proximity of the castle and abbey respectively which will tie the previous chapters together. The Anarchy chapter will discuss how the early Saxon history of Sherborne as a centre for the west, and it’s long standing presence  may have been impacted socially during Anarchy, in conjunction with the much younger castle and its changing allegiances during the conflict. This section will also look at any potential significance of the Sherborne Monastery and any impact that it may have had. The All Hallows Riot pivots on the dispute between the Benedictine monks and the towns people. The town is moved into All Hallows church on the end of the Abbey, only being allowed access for baptism or procession. The town decided to create their own font, the monk responded by attempting to destroy it, thus sparking a riot. This chapter will look at the social relations largely between town and church, and the social impact the riot had on these relations. Theory (discussed below) will be applied to both the abbey building, its design and internal decorations but also to the Almshouse, built as a secondary response by the town towards the monks. The third section deals with the English Civil war and how this post-dissolution setting alters social relations, particularly at the end of the Civil war with the loss of the Old Castle, thus preventing Sherborne from being a militarily significant site. This will also look partly at whether the All Hallows Riot left a legacy – the Riot suggests that the Abbey was viewed as the people’s or town’s church. After the Dissolution the town buy the Abbey from Sir John Horsey in order to keep it as a parish church, as it is today. (McIlwain, 2014, PP1-30: Sherborne Abbey, 2016:, Legg,2012, PP1-59: Gibb, 1971,PP197-210: Also see Gibb, n.d.)

The main archaeological theory that will be used is Entanglement. By treating the Abbey and Castle as objects means that this theory can be made applicable. Entanglement looks at the way an object is entwined in the life of those around it and how it needs people to be created, used and discarded but also the way they interact with it through its design, decoration and associate connotations. Entanglement boils down to HH (Human to Human), HT (Human to Thing), TH (Thing to Human), TT (Thing to thing) connections. So people need others to create the idea of the abbey (HH). The abbey needs people to build it (TH). People need the Abbey to worship (HT) and certain parts of the abbey cannot function without each other (thus TT) such as arches with their keystones.  This allows us to examine the proximity of the sites and the changing nature of social relationships in the town. The theory can be used both on the buildings as a whole, and certain parts or decorations such as ceiling bosses, windows and so on. (Hodder, 2012, PP1-223.)There is also scope to use theories such as Biography of Objects (partially researched) Marxism, materiality, structuralism, Agency, Networks, relationships as suggested by a supervisor – although these have not yet been researched.(Hodder, 2012, PP1-223: Hoskins, 1998, PP1-199)
Within this theoretical framework the relationships formed by the proximity of the Abbey and castle is one of the main themes of the dissertation. The distance between the sites leaves potential for influence in how these sites are seen. They may be seen as separate, playing off each other, perhaps as working in tandem, or to be relatively separate. Over the course of the piece discussion will be made over whether the aforementioned options are the case. This will partly tie into potential work in mapping and place names – looking at whether place and road names in the town reflect ecclesiastical influence or secular, and also if possible what period these are thought to date to. Thus indicating potential periods of influence alongside other historical or archaeological sources. (Hodder, 2012, PP1-223: Hoskins, 1998, PP1-199)
One of the other things this dissertation hopes to bring out is the potential for other research and also the importance of Sherborne. Much is made of it locally but various parts of its history, such as its Anglo-Saxon importance, and later in its history during Civil war and with William of Orange is perhaps something that could be brought more to the fore. There appears to be a fair quantity of history on the Abbey itself, but not on the impact it has such as via it’s priory in Kidwelly or in the lands it held. The predominant body of work appears to be, to the greater extent on just the building and its immediate surroundings. Certainly little appears in conjunction with the castle. The importance of using 3 different events over several hundred years, is that it allows snapshots of social change within the town. This was limited to 3 in order to prevent the areas being covered being to wide, hence lack of a chapter of the Dissolution by itself (partially discussed as part of Civil War chapter). (Burton, 2013, PP1-247: Heale, 2004, PP1-315:Gaunt, 2003, PP1-94)
One of the changes that could potentially be made it to the question altering it to feature ‘To what extent…’ in order to better focus on comparing and contrasting the 2 sites. The title was constructed before using social theory as part of the dissertation had been suggested. The current title of the dissertation in ‘Sherborne Abbey and Sherborne Castle: What were the social impacts  of the proximity of ecclesiastical and military sites on the town of Sherborne’. This could potentially be changed so something more along the lines of; ‘To what extend did events such as Anarchy, the All Hallows Riot and the English Civil War socially impact the town of Sherborne? This would thus indicate more of the time periods and the comparisons between them that this dissertation will address and study. So here there is a choice between contextualising the case studies within a framework of theories or looking at the assessment of social impacts of aforementioned events. At the current point in research, with the space that will be needed in order to fully address theories it is not yet clear which will be more appropriate. The original aim was to assess impacts but use of theory, once they are better understood and more fully understood may make contextualisation more ideal.
[bookmark: _Hlk498685036]The potential for narrowing the study is available, should either the Castle or Abbey have too little material available or one case study has such a large body of material compared to the other focusing on the other proves to be more straight-forward. The castle currently is the most likely to be cut, much material references the castle in passing but not necessarily in detail and those that do are mainly local historical sources etc. making it difficult to gage Sherborne’s impact on a wider scale. However general castle studies and the use of theory make the combination of the case studies more feasible as does the ability to compare them through the term ‘castrum’, which would allow some material/information to be crossed over. (Liddiard, 2012, PP1-168: Creighton, 2005, PP1-229: Brown, 1976, P1-235)
Research undertaken so far has largely focused on the Abbey and its later medieval history and the castle and its Civil War history. More information appears to be available on the abbey than the castle, however this may be due to personal bias toward the Abbey’s medieval history and this will be addressed with further research. In terms of primary sources, the Abbey does seem to be predominant but useful sources such as those to do with medieval rebuilding appear to have been lost. This imbalance may be in part due to an initial focus on the Abbey due to familiarity and ease of accumulating available sources, thus more research for the castle needs to be done. As of yet however, it does appear that literature favours the abbey as opposed to the castle – perhaps simply due to the fact that the Abbey is far more visible within the town and intact in structure, thus making research physically a little easier. If the imbalance is purely down to imbalance in literature then other castles, such as Kidwelly to which Sherborne’s priory is associated with may be viable comparisons. (Burton, 2013, PP1-247: Heale, 2004, PP1-315)
There is also the possibility of using Sherborne’s priory as a small case study as it is also situated relatively close to Kidwelly castle – if time and sources allow it may be possible to see the difference in social relations between the Mother house and its associated castle and the Priory and its associated castle. If there are similarities or difference it would be possible to discuss why and whether this is a reflection of one house on another or simply due to more environmental factors.( Burton, 2013, PP1-247: Heale, 2004, PP1-315)
The general method of research so far has been to focus on secondary sources to allow a decent platform of background information in which the theory and primary sources can be inserted. It also allows a better view of information available making it easier to narrow down what primary sources will be needed – wasting less time on documents that may be potentially difficult to read, only to find they are not usable. The data obtained; information of events, dates, which of the sites mentioned were involved, are largely available via secondary sources which primary will then support -  some such as photographs, place names can be also be done by survey and by the researcher.
An aspect of the dissertation that is potentially flexible is the idea of ‘proximity’. There are two potential approaches here: One being the literal distance between the two sites and how having a castle relatively nearby, yet on the outskirt of the town has altered the social relations and the way the two sites have been interacted with. For example: did the events mentioned have any impact on the Abbey more than the castle, or was one causing pressure on the other? The second approach would be through the work on castle and their landscapes in 2 separate works by Creighton, and  R Liddiard. ‘Castrum’ was a medieval term applied to castle but could also be applied to other authoritative structures thus the Abbey could be treated as a ‘castrum’. Thus works on castles can in theory, be applied to the abbey. It would suggest that despite the modern idea of castle an abbey as separate, as a ‘castrum’ in a medieval context, the Abbey and the castle may have been much more closely linked. Creighton and Liddiard are also supported  by the way they look at castles by Brown, all three authors argue that earlier castle studies would focus on either just the castle or garden but not he wider surrounding landscape into which it was placed which meant that larger areas of landscaping and positioning of features of the castle and castle grounds have been missed. Brown supports the aforementioned authors in asserting that castles need to be studied within their surrounding landscape in order to be understood effectively. (Liddiard, 2012, PP1-168: Creighton, 2005, PP1-229: Brown, 1976, P1-235)

Overall, there is huge scope with the varying periods and applicable theories to look at social changes both over time within Sherborne between the town, abbey and castle. (Liddiard, 2012: Creighton, 2005: Legg, 2012) It will also allow a display of the vast amount of history, archaeology and its importance which often appears to get lost. The theories allow the researcher to gain different angles and thus information that would not be available by using the sources alone and allows a better understanding of how the social landscape within Sherborne changes, why and how significant that may be. It also allows discussion of buildings and event that so far in the course of research do not appear to have been covered (I.e. treating the buildings simply as objects for application of theory). The main focus will be on entanglement and biography of object as these theories give us a good look at social links and changes, and thus allow good comparisons and contrasts for each of the time periods given. (Hodder,2012: Hoskins, 1998)
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