
Revolution
The Bloody Massacre by Paul Revere

5th March 1770, King Street Boston 
(plagiarised from Henry Pelham!)



Revolution
• The strong language 

and sentiments of the 
Communist Manifesto 
ran deep

• Revolution, as the 
forceful overthrow of 
one government or 
social order in favour of 
a new one, has a long 
and bloody history



•In movies
•In history
•Today







The Peasant’s Revolt - 1381

• In opposition to a poll tax (4p from 
every adult for the King), Black death, 
wars and taxes!

• Linked to a desire for economic and 
social freedom

• Equality preached by John Ball

• It was forbidden for people to listen to 
him

• He was hung drawn and quartered in 
front of 14 year-old King Richard II in 
1381





Wat Tyler

• Uprisings across England

• Marched from Canterbury to 
London, attacked 
government agencies like 
prisons, released people, 
destroyed tax records

• Some accepted the King’s 
promises of pardons and 
dispersed, Tyler & co did not

After a tense altercation with the King and 
his men, Tyler is stabbed, rides away and falls 
from his horse
He was taken to a hospital for the poor but 
tracked down, brought back and decapitated
Head displayed on a pike at London Bridge
Followers tracked down and killed
The movement was in tatters



Peterloo Massacre 1819

• 16 August 1819, radical meeting of 
around 60,000 people at St. Peter’s Field

• Henry Hunt spoke about the need for 
social and government reform

• Soldiers went to arrest the speakers and 
the Cavalry caused panic

• 15 were killed and 600 injured



Revolution avoidance:
19th century concessions
• The people are not content, let’s make them happy!

• 1832 Reform Act: rotten boroughs – removed 56, another 31 reduced 
to one MP; created 67 new constituencies; widened the property 
qualification to small land owners, tenant farmers & shopkeepers; 
householders who paid £10 and some lodgers could now vote; but 
women formally excluded from voting

• PM Earl Grey and King William IV: Parliament burned down in 1835 –
Queen Adelaide though as punishment for the Great Reform Act!

• 1846 repeal of the Corn Laws



Revolution avoidance:
19th century concessions

• 1846 repeal of the Corn Laws

• Restrictions relating to grain 
placed huge pressure on 
people

• From 1815 onwards  there 
were repeated demonstrations, 
revolts and appeals for reform 
to Parliament



A balancing act • If you are in charge could 
backing down be seen as 
weakness?

• If we give way today, will 
we have to keep giving up 
more power?

• If we stand firm, will we 
see increasing public 
frustration and even 
violent revolution?



• Thomas Paine (1737-1809) and his 
‘Common Sense’ helped to prepare the 
ground of revolution. Published on 10th

January 1776, this pamphlet sold 
150,000 copies

• Convinced many colonists to take up 
arms against their British rulers: better 
to govern ourselves than be ruled by a 
powerful few (monarchy, aristocracy)

• John Adams, president 1797-1801, felt 
that this had pivotal impact

http://www.thomaspaine.org/

America

http://www.thomaspaine.org/




Paul Revere riding to warn residents of Boston that the 
British were coming on the night of 18th April 1775

American was British until 13 
colonies rose up against unfairness 
and injustice

Declaration of Independence 1776

The Americans were supported by 
the French and Dutch

The British surrendered at Yorktown, 
Virginia in 1781

American 
Revolution 1775



British surrender 19th October 1781 and 5 years of war. General Charles Cornwallis to 
George Washington
Cornwallis’s 8,000 troops expected support from others in New York but America’s 
French allies prevented them from entering Chesapeake Bay and getting to York Town





Execution of Louis XVI 1793

The French 
Revolution 1789

Rocked France 1787 - 1799

Exclusion from political power, 
wide reading of new ideas, 
pressure of the American 
Revolution, most populous 
European country and crop 
failure in 1788, French monarchy 
no longer perceived as divinely 
ordained



End of the ‘ancient regime’ where 
everyone was a subject of the king, 
there was no national citizenship

All rights came from 3 orders – clergy, 
nobility and commoners (Third Estate)

Members of the Third Estate declared 
themselves a National Assembly in 1789

90%+ of the total population – those 
with a noble title or part of the church



Charles X –
1824

Count of 
Artois

July Revolution 1830

• No liberal reforms!

• Repressive measures

• Dismissed the newly elected Parliament 

• Used emergency powers to reverse electoral 
procedures

• Reduced the size of the electorate

• Favoured the aristocracy and the church

• Guizot and Metternich (Austria) absolutist 
mentality!





Russian Revolutions 
1905 and 1917 

• Tsar Nicholas II would not move from 
an autocracy to a constitutional 
monarchy

• Massacre at peaceful demonstration 
(Bloody Sunday 9 January 1905)

• Strikes and workers’ councils 
(‘soviets’). By 1906 return to work 
and government control of the Trans-
Siberian Railway

• Pressures post-WWI and catastrophic 
losses, scarce food and riots

• 300 years of Romanov dynasty ends 
with Nicholas II fleeing

Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov ‘ ‘Lenin’



Empress dowager Cixi on 
the Qing or Manchu 

dynasty, 1908

Chinese Revolutions 1911-12; 1949

Overthrow of the Qing or Manchu 
dynasty and creation of a republic





The overthrowing of royal families and the desire to take 
power remains a powerful driver for many people … Even 
in Britain in the 21st century

https://www.republic.org.uk/
https://www.republic.org.uk/






Be wary of the media
• Headlines sell newspapers and make us click on links

• Media owners make money

• Consider profit and political motivations

• Does the media portray news stories as they actually are 
(objectively), or to promote a particular world view 
(subjectively)?

• Some headlines are ridiculous and factually incorrect but they 
have political purpose

• Some headlines are just ridiculous





Ridiculous but not politically motivated



• Price R (1990) Revolutionary movements in nineteenth-century Europe 
in Waller (1990) (ed) Themes in Modern European History 1830-1890, 
London: Routledge p2-26

• Waller B (1990) (ed) Themes in Modern European History 1830-1890, 
London: Routledge


