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Dixon, C.J. and Heffernan, M.J. (1991). Colonialism and development in the contemporary world. London, England; New York, NY, USA: Mansell, pp 1-6.
This book is compiled with various papers discussing the European colonial domination of non-European countries from the 19th century to the contemporary world. The papers were presented at a meeting of Historical Geography and Developing Areas in 1989 and discussed further. The pages vary from the failures of decolonisation, environmental impacts of colonisation and discuss the lesser-discussed colonial impact of European colonies and Thailand. This book is useful for the assignment as it covers a wide range of non-European countries that were greatly impacted by European imperialist projects. A limitation of this book is that there is limited mention of diseases/plagues that had lasting impacts on both colonisers and colonised. Although, it is mentioned on the first page that the chapters only hint at the complexity of the issues discussed. Therefore, this book will merely be used as background research for the assignment. 

Koch, A., Brierley, C., Maslin, M.M. and Lewis, S.L. (2019). Earth system impacts of the European arrival and Great Dying in the Americas after 1492. Quaternary Science Reviews, [online] 207(207), pp.13–36. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quascirev.2018.12.004.
Koch et al discuss the impact that the introduction of European colonial projects had on indigenous people between the 16th and 17th centuries whilst simultaneously recording the levels of CO2 concentration in the global atmosphere. This review was supported by the UK Natural Environmental Research Council Doctoral Training Partnership Initiative, written by a variety of researchers from both the Universities of Leeds and College London. This paper is very well suited for the assignment as it focuses on European colonies and the direct impact of mortality rates on indigenous peoples in the Americas. It gives an alternative view to the large number of deaths in Indigenous people, and how the sheer volume of deaths meant a large decrease in atmospheric CO2 and a direct impact on global surface air temperatures. Although this paper will not be heavily influential in the assignment, it is a great source of data that supports the thesis that European colonial projects had a profoundly negative impact on the world. 

Krishna, S. (2009). Globalization and postcolonialism: hegemony and resistance in the twenty-first century. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, pp 1-7.
This book by Sankaran Krishna introduces the postcolonial theory into the world of international relations and politics. Krishna is currently a professor of political science at Mãnoa in Hawai’i but grew up in India. This book discusses the key issues of colonial/imperial projects and the direct impact on globalization. This book is useful for the assignment, mainly due to the postcolonial theory which will be imperative to imply when discussing the contemporary world’s relationship between European colonies and non-European countries. The limitation of this book, along with the previous is the lack of health-related content. Nonetheless, this book proves to be incredibly useful and will be used throughout the assignment where necessary, highlighting the postcolonial theories throughout.

McNeill, W.H. (1998). Plagues and people. London: Penguin Books, pp 215-225.
Plagues and People is a critical approach to history and health, ensuring the Eurocentric view is alienated by bringing light to European colonial history and its many defeats because of various diseases. William McNeill (October 31, 1917 – July 8, 2016) was an American senior historian, professor, author and former president of the American Historical Association 1985 and winner of the Erasmus Prize. This book is largely useful for the assignment as it directly discusses the implications of various diseases, i.e. yellow fever, smallpox etc, on the European colonial projects. It also interestingly mentions the correlation between weaponised religious tactics alongside the increased mortality rates from widespread illness. A limitation of this book would be that the information is somewhat surface level and requires further reading to critically discuss further in the assignment. This book will be referenced heavily throughout the beginning of the assignment as it meets the criteria needed. 

Oldstone, M.B.A. (2010). Viruses, plagues, and history: past, present, and future. New York: Oxford University Press, pp 3-9.
Michael Oldstone’s historical analysis of Viruses and plagues discusses the importance of recognising how different the world is, who we are and how we’ve adapted. It also discusses the population changes in indigenous people who suffered the wrath of colonisers and their diseases. Oldstone is a Professor at Scripps Research Institute, a member of the National Academy of Sciences and formerly a consultant to the World Health Organisation for the eradication of poliomyelitis and measles. This book explores the secondary implications of viruses and plagues on European colonial projects, such as the French forces in Haiti dying in great numbers from yellow fever which directly impacted Napolean’s decision to sell their land to the newly formed U.S. government. This book is very useful, considering that it discusses both the impact of disease and colonial ties between large predators such as France and the U.S. 

Sachs, J. (2015). The Age of Sustainable Development. New York: Columbia University Press, pp.275–316.
Jeffrey Sachs is a professor at Columbia University and is a former director of The Earth Institute. Sachs has been a recipient of many awards throughout his career, most recently in 2022 Sachs was awarded the Tang Prize under the sustainable development category. This book covers a variety of topics that umbrella sustainable development. Sach’s opening statement in the introduction is that overpopulation is at the core of the problem in sustainable development. He also argues that whilst the gross world product continues to annually increase, so does the gap between the rich and the poor. Although the argument of disparity between rich and poor is widely recognised today, a limitation of the book would be that blaming an overcrowded planet for the abhorrent gap between rich and poor ignores the early colonial projects which have changed the living conditions of less developed countries today. Nonetheless, the chapter ‘Health for All’ is extremely relevant to the assignment as it shows the great difference in mortality rates in the contemporary world, with graphs that heighten the scale of differences. This chapter will be used towards the end of the assignment, not throughout.




