23/10/18
Today is my first day. I began with signing in and collecting a staff badge that is used in case of an emergency to ensure that everyone is accounted for, I would go onto doing this every day. The headmaster of the school greeted me and brought me into the class that I am assigned to, which is the year 1 class. I then spoke with the teacher and teaching assistant about the day ahead and then we went outside to bring the children inside. After the children were all brought in, they sat on the rug, which they called a ‘boat’. The class teacher had each child introduce themselves and say something about themselves, I then too introduced myself and told them something about myself. I already knew most of the children as I also work in the after school childcare club that runs in this school every week day. I then helped the children prepare themselves for trip to the Mountain View Ranch in Caerphilly, which is for the years 1, 2 and 3. There were several activities that were already planned, one of which included roasting marshmallows over a fire, thus the children were taught about fire safety before heading to the area. Whilst doing the activities, I had to watch the children to ensure none of them got hurt as they were outside for the entire day. 

24/10/18
The day began with the children attending morning assembly, therefore, I sharpened pencils and began to prepare a table for the work I would be doing with the children. Once the children came back in, the class teacher showed the children a presentation on bonfires and the history of Guy Fawkes. I then took two children at a time to created posters of fireworks, whilst using photos and books to give them ideas of what shapes, sizes and colours to use. By lunch, all children had completed their posters and then had to tidy up and get ready for lunch. We then had gone into the hall, where I had to do a 20-minute dinner duty to help the children prepare their foods and help them with getting to their seats, I would also do this every day with the children. After lunch, the years 1 and 2 had Christmas show rehearsals, thus I went into the year 3 class and helped them with creating ‘Wanted Guy Fawkes’ posters. The class teacher would then go over a story that she reads every day for them to remember themselves ‘what a monkey sees, then a monkey does.’ They would go onto reading this story every day to prepare themselves for when they have to create their own story it would be similar to the one that they would have already known. As I already have my Level 2 Food Hygiene certificate, I was then able to prepare the year 1 and 2 children’s afternoon snack, which included cleaning and preparing the worktop and the fruit, I would then go onto preparing the snack every day that I was there. After the children had eaten the fruit and had a drink, I helped them with putting their coats on and getting their bags. I then waited at the door whilst for class teacher to call out each child and I would then bring each one to her. 

27/11/18
The children began coming in and I would take their book bags and put them into the book bag box ready for later. The children were then signed in and shown a presentation on Christmas Baubles, whilst I began with preparing a table for the work, where I cut out each bauble ready for the children. I would have two children at a time, we then began with choosing a bauble, either green or yellow. The baubles each said ‘this ribbon is very special indeed, because if you untie it, it’s the exact same size as me. Keep this to remember how little I was in 2018.’ I helped the children with decorating the bauble, firstly with putting their names on it and then adding the decorations, such as using the glue and placing the glitter and stickers on the baubles. I then helped tidy up and took the children into the hall for their lunch, whilst I had dinner duty again. After lunch, the children had Christmas show rehearsals again, thus I was helping the teaching assistant with cutting and laminating posters for the class Christmas corner. The children then came back into class and had to complete Santa posters, where they had to label each piece of clothing and then coloured him in. I helped the children with the spelling and gluing the posters into their books. I then tidied up the classroom whilst the children were taken out to go home. 

28/11/18
The morning began with the children attending an assembly, whilst I began cutting Christmas posters for the children to use later. When the children came back in, the class teacher showed the children a presentation about Jesus and when he was put onto the cross. I then carried on with the Christmas baubles with the children who had not finished the day before. I also began using the hole puncher to put holes into baubles that were already dry. I then measured each child ready for the Christmas baubles later. I then helped a few of the children with a task they had to do with the cross. This is where they had to cut out the cross tidily and the write on it what they were thankful for during this year. I would help the children with their spelling and ensuring they had not cut messy, if they had I would then use sellotape it to keep it together nicely. After lunch, the children again had Christmas show rehearsals, therefore I cut ribbon to the same size as each child and attached it to the Christmas baubles in the shape of a bow. I also helped the class teacher with gluing the children’s work into their books. 

14/01/19
The children would come into class and I would collect their book bags and homework and put them into their boxes. The class teacher the showed the children a presentation on what digraphs are and taught them three of them, ai, or and oa. I then sat with two children at a time and helped them with learning their digraphs. I would ask them to write in a sand tray the digraph I would say to see if they could spell it correctly. They would then have to match a word to the correct digraph. I would then help the children with their spelling as the would think of words that had that digraph in it. The two top groups of the class would be able to remember all 6 digraphs, ai, or, oa, ee, ei and j, however, the third group with only be able to remember 3 digraphs and then the last group would only be able to remember 2. There was then one child, who I would sit one-to-one with to go over the letters s, t, j and a. She would first write it in the tray and then trace the letters that was on paper with her finger and then trace it with a pencil. 

16/01/19
The children attended morning assembly, whilst I sharpened some pencils and colouring pencils. When the children came back in, I carried on with the digraphs with the children who had not finished them the previous day or completed all the digraphs. I then glued in the digraph worksheets into the children’s workbooks. After lunch, I would help the child from the previous day with doing one-to-one work with different letters. We again used the sand trays to write the letters a, c, o, d, e, g, q, s and f. We went over these letters as they all have c in them. I would then practice the sounds of digraphs and how to write them with the children on the white board. I then helped the class teacher with marking the children’s work. Lastly, I helped the class teacher with taking each child outside. 

21/01/19
The day began with collecting the children’s book bags and homework and putting them into their boxes. The class teacher the showed the children a presentation on Carnivals, the locations, what people wear, how colourful they can be. Whilst the children were busy, I prepared a table for the children with different decorations for the children to be inspired by. Their task was to design 4 different masks, whilst thinking about the colours and textures that they would use. I would have them in groups of 4 and I would then help them with what colours they would use and to see if they wanted any decorations on their masks. After lunch, the children had a physical education lesson about gymnastics, therefore, I helped the children get changed and ready for the lesson and then I helped the class teacher with preparing the hall with mats and benches. I joined in with the lesson to help the children to do the moves safely and correctly. I then help the children change back into their uniforms and put their clothes away tidily. 

22/01/19
[bookmark: _GoBack]The children came into class and the class teacher showed them a presentation on stained-glass windows and what buildings have them, focusing on Churches. After the presentation, I helped the remaining few children with the designing of their carnival masks for 30 minutes. The class teacher had already planned a walk to the nearby Church for the children to see the stained-glass windows. I had to help the children with putting their coats and hats on as it was raining today. During the walk, the children would walk in couples, with every 4 couples there would be a teaching assistant in between to watch them. Once we got there the Pastor would show the children the windows and tell them the stories behind them, whilst they were busy, I was preparing their worksheets for the children to draw their favourite windows on. Once we got back, it was already lunch time and I had to help with getting into the hall and then I had dinner duty. After lunch, in groups of two, I had the children create one of the four masks that they had already designed, whilst using glitter, stickers, feathers, sequins etc. I would help the children with choosing the mask and then I would supervise them whilst they used the glue and decorations. After all the children had gone, I attended a meeting regarding the cleaning of the school and the changes they would be making.

23/01/19
The Children had morning assembly, whilst I helped another teaching assistant with two children, both had issues with speech, spelling and writing. I was working with one of them with the letter o. I had him telling me the letter clearly and loudly, tracing the letter into the sand tray, also writing it onto a worksheet. I had him pick out his best o and tell me why it looked the best. I then marked his work and glued his worksheet into his book. After the other children came back into class, I would continue with creating the masks with the other children who had not yet finished with them. I then had to tidy up the table after everyone had finished their work. It was then lunch time, and I had dinner duty again. After lunch, the teacher read a story to the class, whilst I helped the teaching assistant with tidying up playing areas. I also did some marking and glued in some of the children’s work. 

24/01/19
The children had a Welsh worship session this morning, as the class teacher asked me to help with translating a few words as Welsh is my first language. When the children came back into class, the class teacher had a Welsh lesson prepared. I would sit on a table in groups of 4 and ask them questions in Welsh and they would have to respond back to me in Welsh, such as, where do you live? what is your name? what is your age? what school do you go to? what is the colour of your school uniform? and what are your favourite and least favourite foods and drinks? I would mark them whilst the children would answer me. sAfter lunch, the class teacher had asked me to read their ‘a monkey sees then a monkey does’ story to the class, whilst I did the actions with them. 
