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Research ethics and data protection 
Data protection is an ethical issue. It involves respect for individuals and their rights regarding privacy and the use of information about them. External funders, particularly the EU, are seeking increasing levels of assurance with regards to data protection and ethics. Data protection issues are raised formally during the ethics process. However, it is helpful to think about them at the outset of the project as they affect its timing, design and scope.
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Introduction
The purpose of the assignment is to research and analyse a topic I am interested in. The report will include surveys and charts on the subject chosen. My chosen subject “Stop and Search” will look at views and opinions of others and views of myself. The focus will be in London. In my research I will present my findings and end with my conclusion. In this report I will also write briefly about the data protection act.
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The assignment
The United Kingdom and especially London has seen a high rise in violent crime. A crime that affects almost everyone directly or indirectly. Gun and knife crime have become the norm in this county and many mothers and fathers are losing their children as a result of gun and knife crime. One of the ways the authorities believe they can combat this type of crime is to “stop and search”. We will take a closer look at “Stop and Search”.
The Police do have the power to stop and search if the police has reasonable ground to suspect you. If they think you might be carrying illegal weapons or illegal drugs then they have the right to stop and search you.
The police can stop you at anytime of the day, morning, noon or night depending on the situation. A Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) does have the right to stop you as long as they are in uniform. If they are not in uniform they must show their warrant card and that would give them the right to stop you. When the police officer stops you, these are the questions they will ask:
· What is your name?
· What are you doing in the area?
· Where are you going?
If you think there is no grounds to stop you, you do not have to answer any of the questions put to you. There is no reason to stop and search you. You can only be stopped and searched by a police officer without reasonable grounds if it was approved by a senior police officer. This can happened if it is believed:
· Serious incident could take place
· You are carrying a weapon or have used one
· You are in a specific location or area.
If you are searched there are some thing the police officer must tell you:
· They must tell you what their name is
· They must tell you what police station they are from
· They must tell you what they expect to find, for example drugs or illegal weapon.
· They must tell you reason they want to search you, for example, if it looks like you are hiding something.
· They must tell you why they are legally allowed to search you
· They must tell you if you wish you can have a record of the search and if it is not possible to get one at the time of the search, how can you get a copy.

On Wednesday, August 2018, Good Morning Britain featured a very heated debate between Stopwatch chef executive Katrina French and former metropolitan police detective Peter Beksley.
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The debate especially with Katrina French was very passionate and was about police methods in stop and search. 
Katrina French: “Police officers weren’t always targeting the right people. We need to look at middle class people sniffing (drugs) on a Friday and Saturday too.”
Peter Bleksley: “With these young people who are slaughtering each other. Give me a window into there mindset. It is a culture.”
Katrina French: “It needs to be more courtesy in stop and search.”
Peter Bleksley simply believed that “stop and search” was a must and should be increased. Katrina French was concerned about discrimination and that the police were more likely to target young black boys in certain areas. Katrina was also concern about the cut backs in education and cut backs in youth centres. The youth had nothing to do.
Conservative politician Iain Duncan Smith put a new plan into action to tackle the growing menace of violent crime in major UK cities. Iain Duncan Smith believes targeted “stop and search” should be intensified to ensure the safety of the communities and to get children at risk away from these gangs.
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A report was published by Iain Duncan Smith’s Think tank. Central for school justice (CSJ) put forward a suggestion that an increase in “stop and search” is a must and that this would combat the violent crime in London.
With the debate on television recently Mr Duncan Smith’s report was very timely. In the debate Katrina French had this to say: 
Katrina French: “Stopwatch has a report coming out looking at “stop and search” by the police”. She explains the report finds innocent people are caught up in “stop and search” procedure simply because of where they live. French added: “If you have reasonable grounds to stop somebody you should be stopping them and when you are doing it, you do it professionally and courteously. She said “what we are asking to be done is for the police to conduct themselves with professionalism and that’s not been done for 35 years.
Over the last year in London gun crime rose by 42%. In the first eight months of the year one in six of the victims of gun crime was aged 17 or under. The BBC has learned that 65% of all people who face criminal proceedings for knife crime in London are from ethnic minorities and 42% are black people.
Earlier this year I was in a Chicken and Chips shop in Southgate across the road from Southgate underground station. I ordered my food and my back was turned towards the door and I stood close to the counter. When I entered the shop two teenagers sat at the table to my right. I heard a commotion and the sound of moving furniture. It lasted for what seemed like 
 Seconds. I turned around and saw someone running out of the shop. One of the boys in the shop was stabbed. Thankfully it was not fatal. The police were called. This all happened right by me. Close to home. These stabbings and shootings have happened near my mother’s house and friends’ homes. I have lost a friend to gun crime and know people who have lost loved ones. The problem of violent crime is a serious one and although I fully get the “stop and search” by the authorities, I am however concerned that black boys are unfairly targeted and something needs to be done about it.
The Mayor of London Sadiq Khan is investing millions to deal with this difficult problem. He wants to get to the root causes and wants to prevent more deaths. These are things the Mayor has put in place:
· 150 police officer to deal with violent crime. The additional funding has come from City Hall. It was announced in February and cost £15 million.
· Police patrols have been introduced. They are to target “stop and search” in areas that are worst affected by violent crime. They have been a 20 percent increase in “stop and search” with 13,548 searches in June.
· The Mayor of London is investing £138 million to protect frontline police officers on the street of London
· The City Hall budget is up from 18 percent in 2010 to 23 percent now. They are paying the greater percentage in the police budget
· According to the Metropolitan Police statistics, 970 Knives have been seized from street of London, together with 98 firearms. They have made 166 arrests from those with offensive weapons.
· 575 arrests, 256 knives, firearms and offensives weapons recovered by City Hall funded task force between April and July 2018.
· According to the Independent newspaper, the Mayor of London will significantly increase targeted “stop and search”. He said “stop and search” is controversial and increases tension but it is a must and a vital tool for the police to avoid death in London.
The shadow home secretary Diane Abbott says there is no evidence that the old style “stop and search” works (This is not the “stop and search” Ian Duncan Smith speaks about. He talks about targeted “stop and search”). Previously it was more random. She said: “We need an effective tool when it comes to gun and knife crime”.
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Former home secretary, not prime Minister, Theresa May on “stop and search”:
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In 2014, she told MPs that as many as 250,000 street searches were illegal last year (4 years ago). Black people are still 7 times more likely to be stopped by the police than white people, with one in ten leading to an arrest.
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Crime in Hackney
I was born in East London Hackney in 1971. Dubbed one of the poorest boroughs in the country, years later it would become a place the wealthy would flock to. Its new and posh houses and apartments and office building would become an attraction and it saw houses prices rocket but in 2001 gun crime came to Hackney. As a result of many gun crime and death, Clapton in Hackney became known as the “Murder Mile”. However, I never thought for one moment this will become a national problem with both gun and knife crimes. I decided to go back to Hackney where my mother lives and do my own research in that borough. I wanted to find out what young people felt about “stop and search” and the real possibility that this would increase. I was able to speak to 40 young men and women. A mix of Black White and Asian, all between the age of 17 and 25. All live in Hackney and go to school in Hackney. During my studies, I was also able to interview 30 adults. All between the ages of 35 and 50. All are parents. All the 70 people I spoke to showed concern. Some would speak about the problem and some know about someone affected by these violent crimes. My findings can be found below.
The many concerns you hear on the news programs and newspapers about violent crime is “stop and search. While everyone wants to see a stop in these violent crimes, some feel “stop and search” as very controversial.
The questions asked were:
1. Do you agreed with targeted “stop and search”?
2. Do you think “stop and search” will reduce gun and knife crime?
3. Do you think the police will discriminate with “stop and search”?
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The Survey
1 Do you agreed with targeted “stop and search”?
· 33 young people between the age of 17-25 did not agree with stop and search
· 5 did agree
· 2 unsure about stop and search
The same question was put to adults/parents between the ages of 35-50 
30 adults
· 21 did agree with stop and search
· 9 did not agree with stop and search
2 Do you think stop and search will reduce knife crime?
· 36 young people between the age of 17-25 did not think it would
· 4 did think stop and search would reduce knife crime
The same question was put to adults/parents between the ages of 35-50
30 adults
· 22 did think it would
· 8 did not think stop and search would reduce knife crime
2 Do you think the police would discriminate with stop and search?
· 38 young people between the ages of 17-25 did think they would
· 2 did not
The same question was put to adults/parents between the ages of 35-50
30 adults
· 27 said they would
· 2 said no
· 1 was unsure
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My thoughts on “stop and search”
I fully understand the need to “stop and search” and agree in part to it. My concern is the discrimination young black boys might face as a result of “stop and search”. What also concerns me is the distrust young people could have in the police causing ever greater tension and problems between them and the police. I do however believe the government needs to invest in having more police on the streets. They also need to invest in youth centres and youth clubs and schools. I think one need relationship between them and the police. One idea could be to have the police come into schools and give talks. One also needs to find the route cause of why these crimes are taking place.
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Conclusion
The problem of gun and knife crime is a very complex one. This assignment has briefly looked at the violent crimes facing one of the greatest capitals in the world. Its main focus is “stop and search” and the controversies that surrounds it. This assignment looked at the concerns people have but how much the authorities believe it is the way forward. It shows the concerns and thoughts of many and focus its survey on the London borough of Hackney. One thing is certain, all the people in the assignment wish to see an end to this major problem that troubles London and many cities in the UK.
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