Observational report
	Name: Child A 
Date of birth: n/a – approx. three years old  
Date of observation & time: 20/2/2024 – during nursery opening hours. 
Lesson/Subject: Nursery class 

	Teacher/adult input: 
During this observation there were four significant occasions where a teacher/adult interacted with Child A. These were timestamped at three minutes, eleven minutes, twenty minutes and thirty -one minutes. 
At three minutes a teacher is seen to make a clawing gesture to the class, it is observed that Child A moves closer, the teacher repeats the gesture and roars. 
Beginning at eleven minutes a one-on-one interaction occurs between a teacher and Child A. The teacher initiates the interaction by showing Child A one way to use wooden blocks with a toy car.
At twenty minutes a third interaction is observed. Child A moves to sit at a table with some other children, a teacher shows the group how to put together puzzle pieces. It can be observed Child A taking the information and recreating the actions to successfully finish the puzzle. 
The last interaction begins at  thirty-one minutes and is between Child A and a third teacher. Here, Child A is observed playing with several small plastic dinosaurs in three shapes and colours. The teacher asks Child A what colour the toys are and then tells them the colour.

	What the child is expected to do:
When the observation first commenced it was important to establish the age of Child A, this is because age dictates what stage of cognitive development Child A is in. It was worked out that Child A is around the age of three. In terms of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development and its stages, Child A was placed into the second stage, the preoperational. 
The behaviours linked to the preoperational stage are imaginative play, an egocentric mind set and a curious nature. Child A is expected to use adaptation through assimilation and accommodation and use symbols in words, gestures, and simple imagery to understand their environment. 

	Support given:
The cognitive development of a child is a social process that takes interactions with others. Piaget recognised this, and during the observation support was given and the effect was observed. The first teacher repeated the gesture and sound when Child A was closer. The second teacher was observed showing Child A the action of rolling the car and making sounds several times aiding the process of assimilation which is theorised by Piaget. During the third interaction the teacher passed the puzzle pieces to Child A and encouraged them to try to fit them together in different positions. In the final encounter the teacher is prompting Child A to say the colour of each plastic dinosaur. Repetition of words linked to colours, toys or shapes results in Child A using the words later in the observation.  

	


Child interactions with others:
Initially, Child A was sitting alone observing the room, playing with a single wooden block. Child A then joined another child building a tower, they completed the tower and appeared to celebrate before knocking it down. During the car rolling activity Child A largely ignored the other children until the teacher left. At the puzzle table Child A interacted with other children copying the spinning motion done by one child, which is imitation play, and passing the puzzle pieces between them. 

	Summary of strengths/difficulties:
Strengths witnessed in Child A’s cognitive ability are; the use of the wooden block to mimic taking a photograph and an adult on a mobile phone, they are able to piece together the puzzle and then learn to spin it from watching another child, they learned to roll the car down the ramp predictably, they manipulated blocks to build a tower and to recover corresponding blocks that had fallen onto the floor, to use symbolic language to name the toy car to the teacher. 
The weaknesses witnessed in Child A’s cognitive ability are their knowledge of words for colours was not complete and that Child A quickly stopped the rolling activity when not prompted by the teacher. 

	Provide an overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (APA essay style): 
 Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development is regarded as one of the most influential theories surrounding child development. Cognitive development is the adaptation of a child to fit into the changing environment in and around themselves. Maturation  and interaction are the two main influences theorized by Piaget that help to cause this change. Interaction is social contact and maturation is partitioned into four stages of development. The stages are in age order starting from birth to twelve onwards. These are; the sensorimotor stage, the preoperational stage, the concrete operational stage and the formal operational stage. The sensorimotor stage is from birth to two years old and some of the characteristics linked to it are, the child starts to explore the world through their senses, development of object permanence, self- recognition, and the slight understanding of general symbolic function. The preoperational stage is from two to seven years old, some of the characteristics linked to this stage are, an egocentric mindset, a curious nature and partaking in more imaginative play. The concrete operational stage is from seven to twelve years old and the characteristics linked to this stage are; more logical thinking, understanding the idea of conversation and they start to become less egocentric. The final stage, the formal operational stage is from twelve years onwards and the characteristics linked to this stage are; more abstract thinking, being able to form an argument like conversation with others as well as understanding more complex questions which require a higher train of thought, overall a higher level of cognitive development. The second influence, interaction, occurs through adaptation processes called assimilation and accommodation. These two processes manipulate how schemas are used to help understand a new experience. Assimilation is the use of existing schemas to help understand a new experience and accommodation is the manipulation of a preexisting schema to help understand a new experience. 
Piaget proposed that children are active learners and observation of Child A provides evidence for both maturation and interaction. Child A is in the preoperational stage, they show a curious nature when responding to noises, for example, when they go to find the roaring teacher and interact with them. When Child A taunts a child who is struggling with, the puzzle they demonstrate an egocentric mindset not showing empathy for the other child’s emotion. However, with collaborating when building a tower both children appear to enjoy their joint success. Child A’s imaginative play includes holding a wooden block as a mobile phone and using the same block to mimic taking photographs with a camera. Child A attempts to copy the teachers’ repetition of colour words is only partially successful showing that symbolic language is developing, however they approach the observer and say “car” accurately while holding up a toy car. Child A has successfully assimilated the word car into their schema and vocabulary and are attempting to assimilate colour words. When Child A is knocking down the tower, Child A appears to accommodate new information, that the tower cannot be blown over, and attempts a more vigorous approach which is pushing it, this attempt was then successful. This shows accommodation when faced with a stronger tower than they have encountered before. These observations are all in line with Piaget’s expectations of a child in the preoperational stage. However, their social interaction at the puzzle table with the four children is more social than his theory predicts. The period spent staring around the room is more typical of the first stage, sensorimotor stage, in younger children. 
 
These observations lead to the conclusion that Child A’s cognitive development is inline with expectations of a child in the early preoperational stage. However, they are not fully developed beyond the sensorimotor stage due to some of the behaviours exhibited. This observation shows a big weakness in Piaget’s theory, that he doesn’t consider that development is not linear and the stages may overlap. 
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