Discussion on the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities.

My chosen discipline of ancient civilisations is an incredibly diverse and distinctive degree as it accompanies various sections of the humanities. The most prevalent of these being archaeology, anthropology, ancient history, history, heritage studies and philosophy. Ancient Civilisations encompassing all these different areas of expertise means that it’s possible to get a much wider and conclusive view of different topics as we take a broader view then perhaps other disciplines might. To get these broader views, ancient civilisation draws on other areas of expertise heavily to help inform them which is why it’s so intertwined with other degrees of study. It helps scholars gain a greater understanding of the present by understanding the past and their achievements and challenges which still influence the modern world (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2025).  Ancient civilisation explores the beginnings of civilisation as we know it, from the Near East to Ancient China to the Bronze Age. The diverse nature of this course allows us to explore and engage with a wide array of history and furthermore allows us to explore the effects of that history upon us today. The benefits of such an inclusive degree are that the bias inevitably found within historical exploration is reduced as we do not just explore western history but take on a more inclusive view of worldwide history. Of course, that’s not to say that the bias is reduced completely but it’s my view that the comprehensive way this study is taught means that we get to explore a more in depth and overarching view of history. 
Ancient Civilisation has a strong relation to archaeology as we get a large amount of evidence from artefacts and buildings that archaeologists recover. Archaeologists must document their findings meticulously and record them. This means that other historians can cross reference this work to use to understand and inform upon their own respective disciplines. The artifacts that archaeologists gather within sites are imperative to our understanding as without proof our specialisations are nothing more than guess work. These artefacts can include anything from burial site goods to cuneiform tablets. The goods within burial sites can demonstrate to us what was resources were used at the time, religious and cultural understandings. Additionally, the bones can give us insight into diet, environment and other factors such as war or famine. Other artifacts more in the way of cuneiform tablets can give us information on society, religion and their own legends and mythology which grant us insight into their lives. Furthermore, this area of expertise also helps us demonstrate how the passing of time influences separate cultures and people that lived within the same area.  This can be demonstrated through archaeological discoveries of separate cultural buildings built on or near each other. Overall, this often enables historians to work out the connections between these people and how they have affected one another and even other people’s entirely.
Anthropology is the exploration of human diversity. It examines social structures, cultural differences, and practices from ritual to everyday. The in-depth analysis of these intricacies informs them upon cultural and societal development which helps them understand the deeper meaning behind such practices and how humanity has developed its beliefs and customs. (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2025). As a result, it has a more in depth understanding of certain areas of history in comparison to some others study areas. Anthropology and ancient civilisations are interlinked as we use similar evidence to support our theories and studies. The benefits of an understanding of both anthropology and ancient civilisations are that it bestows them the ability to compare it to modern life and even the future. This is because we can use past events and human reactions to extrapolate future events and how we will react to them and even the result of such reactions. This means that not only are these studies important in understanding the past but also that they help develop our understanding of the future through the investigation of societal and cultural complexities.
Ancient history is unique because as far as we know each culture has had stories about its beginning (Morris and Scheidel, 2016). Whether those understandings are passed through word of mouth or by the earliest form of the written language. Most literate societies have had its own ancient historians however that’s not to say that the non-literate societies didn’t, but that we do not have any evidence to prove it. Ancient history and ancient civilisations are very similar degrees however they have some main distinctions. Whereas ancient history focuses on more western cultures such as Greek and Rome, ancient civilisation encompasses a wider range of both eastern and western cultures which gives scholars the ability to compare these diverse cultures and ancient civilisations.  Ancient history and ancient civilisations both explore the literary history, both off its myths but also its documents. This encourages the development of our own understandings of our past and how that effects our own mythology, from religion to governance. Furthermore, the ancient art and artifacts that both areas of study explore not only support our heritage sites and philosophy understandings but also encourage the comparison of our past, present and future.
History and ancient history are distinct as where ancient history discusses the past. History discusses the effects of the past on the present such as concepts of colonialism, patriarchy and monotheism. It discussed the impact and understanding of past cultures during the origins of the discipline being formed as a taught entity. It also explores how bias of different times affects the ability to interpret objectively or to translate ancient writings with sensitivity to the culture of the past as such history explores the ever-existing bias that the subject represents. Additionally, it explores how past technological advancements and cultural practices effect the modern world, (The, 2025), such as our law system, medicine, education and engineering. Our current culture and technologies all stem from ancient civilisations. History explores the recurring impact this has on the modern world and how the past has affected the present though the research of significant events, and the resultant societal development. The studies focus on specific events and ideas enable a more in-depth approach and understanding of the ideas mentioned previously. The study oh history supports other degrees such as ancient civilisations as it focuses in on areas of study enabling the person to remember the comparatively  ‘small’ areas of study that have overarching long term effects. 
Heritage is a direct reflection of the past, as a result it effects how we exhibit, teach and interact with the past. As such we could not have the study of heritage without ancient civilisations and the accompanying studies. Ancient Civilisation directly influences the study of heritage as it feeds into its study of culture and interpersonal relationships.  It investigates a modern society’s needs and extrapolates off that what needs to be exhibited and taught to the wider society. Unlike other subjects, heritage must be focused within understandings of economic, legal and even institutional matters. Despite attempts at otherwise heritage is political, just like the majority of all the humanities subjects. This can be seen with something as big as ‘universal heritage values’, a belief that if something has universal heritage value it transcends local boundaries (Rodney Harrison, 2010), or as small as what individual politicians want to be seen within heritage places to prescribe with complimentary views of varying areas of history. This means that despite best efforts heritage will always be biased and often oversimplified. Now, that’s not to say that heritage efforts are inconsequential and should be ignored or overlooked. On the contrary, the study of heritage and its inevitable biases is essential in understanding how to overcome it. The study of ancient civilisations becomes involved here as it has experience it relating the past to the present which helps validate any further study and analysis in an attempt to reduce the inevitable bias within heritage. 
Philosophy has its roots in ancient civilisation. It laid the groundwork for critical thinking, ethical inquiry, governance, science and culture, (Philosophy Nest, 2024). When considering philosophy, it’s too easy to focus on the famous philosophers from Ancient Greece however other key civilisations which impacted our understanding of philosophy include Mesopotamia and Egypt. The study of philosophy enables a historian to research and develop a study with a different insight and explores various studies as well as biases within the subject.  Furthermore, it provides a framework for understanding the complexities of human existence. It is involved in almost all aspects of our modern life such as our governance and societal norms. Our understanding of philosophy not only helps us understand past civilisations but also our present ones. This intertwines with the ancient civilisation degree as despite it focusing on the past it also loos at heavily the effect of the past on the present. The exploration of philosophy within the study of ancient civilisations allows us to investigate how the questions of the past and the present intertwine and allows us to compare such effects and predictions to the modern world. Despite Ancient Civilisations being the study of the past, its broad interdisciplinary approach gives it the ability to be important in the understanding of today’s culture and issues because it examines a broad range of theories. 
It’s important to note the physical impact of Ancient Civilisations as they significantly impacted the geography of certain areas through practices such as deforestation and agriculture.  Deforestation resulted in soil erosion and possible climate shifts and agriculture to the over cultivation of land and the beginning of the over domestication of animals (The, 2025). The study of ancient civilisations helps historians understand the long-term impact of human innovation and the complications that come with it. Despite the degree of ancient civilisation being expansive and interdisciplinary, its exploration of niche topics enables a deeper understanding. The study of ancient civilisations gives scholars a wide array of academics, sources and varying insights into humanity as a whole instead of separating it into distinct understandings to make the history more palatable for modern audiences. The direction of the study of ancient civilisations is both comprehensive in its diversity and complexity as it examines the past to support theories relating to the future. This means that despite the fact that the study itself is off the past, the extrapolation of the events of the past supports our analysis of the present which in turn means that the study of ancient civilizations is imperative in humanities understanding of the future. Ancient civilisations legacy is seen in our political systems and governance, philosophy, architecture, culture, science and technology and its literature and mythology. The legacy of ancient civilisations shapes the way we think govern, create and live, (Scientia Educare, 2025). This degree examines the enduring legacy of these ancient civilisations and explores how they serve as a guide and reminder. 
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