Revision exercise
Use the following groups of words to create as many Classical Chinese sentences and phrases as you like, using the structures we have studied so far (verbal sentences, nominal sentences, subordination, co-ordination, nominalisation, passive with 為…所 etc.). Translate your sentences in English.
You could use, for instance, the correspondences between the Five Elements, the Four Seasons and the animals. E.g. ‘Wood is Tiger’ 木, 虎也. The idea is to use a limited vocabulary to create as many sentences/phrases as possible.
1. Nouns: 木火土金水 (Five Elements); 春夏秋冬 (Four Seasons); 鼠牛虎兔龍蛇馬羊猴雞犬豬 (Twelve animals of the zodiac); 東南西北 (directions); 父母兄弟姊妹 (family members); 風花林鳥日月山水夜雨竹谷聲人色天一子道君臣
2. Adjectives: 白長大高寒空明靑小幽深
3. Verbs: 有生為成長養曰謂出食愛
4. Other characters and phrases 是故, 所, 之, 其, 皆, 也, 者, 此, 非, 而, 吾
