What are myths and are they culturally determined? Make a focused argument with reference to two or three Greek and Roman myths.
In this essay I will be studying myths and what they are and how they are culturally determined. I shall also be making reference to three or more Greek and Rome myths and analysing them and sometimes comparing them.
[bookmark: _Hlk503256310]Mythology can be defined as interconnected stories, that are told by certain cultural groups, in my case I will be looking at Greek and Rome. To explain the world in which they have experienced forms of which they live in. Myths most of the time start out as scary stories told to keep people in line and they scare them into doing the right things or to make them believe in something or someone. They show some supernatural explanations for everyday things for example death and the afterlife. In Greek culture a myth of the underworld, which is a place where the human soul goes to after death, is a place of endless suffering at the hand of the realm ran by Hades the god of death. Hades is told in the myths to be a wicked ruler. Mythology is a belief system, just like a religion for some. That involves supernatural being and creations. They also have explanations for how the world we know came to be in present form and how it expresses a cultures world or religious views.
Myths can be stories, short tales, songs or even pomes. They are all things that symbolises humanities need to be creative. Looking at ancient Greece and Rome it is understandable peoples need to be as creative as they were with myths.  What with wars and the death rate being as high as it was and then with living being as poor as it was. It really is no wonder that they made theses supernatural gods to look up to as guides for everyday things in life. These being can also control factors like death and after life but also how the world came to be with gods.  According to the Theogony, Chaos, the dark, silent abyss from which all things were created, first produced Gaia, or Earth. Gaia brought forth Ouranos, or the Heavens.[footnoteRef:1] They had children together which lead to the Titans that had two generations some of the first being Eos (Dawn), Helios (Sun), and Selene (Moon).[footnoteRef:2] These Titans then had children to gather which lead to the God and Goddess. Who later Zeus one of the sons of Cronus killed his father to save his brothers and sister and together they defeated the Titans and Zeus became the ruler of Olympians. Now this showed how they were creative and how they saw the world as a living person. Not just some kind of rock we do today. It showed that Ancient Greece and Rome respected the Erath and they gods who gave them the world we have today. Even if this idea of the world is something we would most like laugh at today it still shows how creative and well thought out these myths were. [1:  Creation Myth https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/862997/pages/creation-myth used: 20/12/2017]  [2:  Creation Myth https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/862997/pages/creation-myth used: 20/12/2017
] 

Myths also have strong themes of emotion, or certain ones in them that were and are still rateable today. When you look at stories for example Apollo and Artemus and then Romulus and Remus whose myths have the same underling theme and emotion behind them which drive the myths. Rhea was a princess and a mortal woman who was married to Mars, the Roman god of war.[footnoteRef:3] These where the twins’ parents. The other gods grew jealous of Mars and Rhea love, so they started to plan Remus and Romulus deaths. Rhea saver her sons by sending them down a river in basket, where a wolf found them and raise them before leaving them for a shepherd and his wife to find and raise them. Then in Greek myths there Leto and how she seduced Zeus and got pregnant and Hera, Zeus wife in anger and jealous forbid any place or anyone to help Leto. Though Leto after being turned into a Quail by Zeus found an island outside of Greece and gave birth to Artemus first who then helped her give birth to her brother Apollo. Now the difference in these myths are that Apollo and Artemus got to stay with one of their parents while growing up where as Remus and Romulus did not ever get to be with theirs. That is just to name one but what make these stories similar is that one of the key emotions is Jealously and anger between families. It shows how the gods have human emotions and they are not just some unfeeling beings the earth and heavens created. The ideas of these myths where to not only teach but for people to relate to in some ways also. [3:    The myth of Romulus and Remus    http://rome.mrdonn.org/romulusandremus.html used: 20/12/2017] 

The myths do have this power about them to make people believe in these gods and the power they held. Which could have possible to scare people into follow society rules. In some certain area been taken for granted by a few people into getting others to do what they wanted. But on the other hands they were also ways of teaching lessons as well. A perfect example of myth of Athena and Medusa. As the myth goes Medusa was a priestess to Athena the goddess of wisdom. One-day Medusa fell for Poseidon the god of the sea, she forgot her vows to Athena and married Poseidon. Athena then punished Medusa for this, Medusa who was a very beautiful woman became this snake like creature. Whoever gaze at her would turn to stone.[footnoteRef:4] This clearly shows a punishment and what happens when you disrespect a god or goddess. But they also show and teach how karma works. Medusa was meant to be loyal to Athena but then she married Poseidon. Medusa doing that caused her to get cursed by Athena and she was not able to be with the man she loved or looked at ever again. These myths where in show way a tool to be used to control society behaviour in some ways. Medusa in some other myths has been show as being very vain and loves herself. She told be a very beautiful woman who could have any man or god she wanted. Myths can be taken in many different ways to different people and they can be retold time and time again. This could because they needed to change with each new generation these myths became out dated or not so much education and relatable. [4:  Meduas https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Creatures/Medusa/medusa.html used: 04/01/2018
] 

In conclusion, myths are a form of entertainment. They are creative way to tell stories, that have hints of everyday events and emotion we might come across in life. Myths opened peoples mind to the possibility of there being more to the world around them with supernatural creatures, gods and goddess. It gave a chance for people to use their imagination or extend them. Myths culturally came in when religion was still new and in development around the world. With each cultural group having their own ideas of how the world cam to be or who brought the sun up in the mornings. Science was still in development also so like big questions like why are we here? Myths gave answer to these questions. It gave the people of Rome and Greece their own belief systems, which at time are similar. But it gave them faith and something to believe in when wars where happening when death rates were high. It gave people Gods and goddess to prey too. It gave them great entertainment when myths where trued onto plays. It gave them the answers that where needed for what life was like at the time. Which what myths were a way of teaching generations and relating to them in ways that could get them to listen and to believe in the impossible. They gave people a religion of their own to follow and to respect.
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