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    Epigram of the Poet Himself.
This is a commentary on one of Ovid’s poems from, “Amours or Loves” which is a collection of 49 elegies poems, This was his first book. A lot of the poems, portray the affair he had with a married woman, called Corinna. But it is believed that Corinna is merely, a poetical creation by Ovid, as apparently if you read the whole collection, Corinna’s character seems to change regally. Some of his poems are thought to be quite graphic. I am doing my commentary on his elegy V. [footnoteRef:1] [1: https://www.ancient-literature.com/rome_ovid_amores.html#Top ] 

The start of the poem sets the scene, it gets you into the mood of the poem, it makes you feel like you are there, like a fly on the wall.
It’s a hot, sunny day and is now the hottest time of the day, which is the afternoon and time of the siesta. With only one shutter left open, the room is left with just half the light coming in, which resembles either the morning or evening twilight, or that of the light shinning through a wood. (1 – 5).  You start to imagine Ovid is laid on the bed, with flickers of light shinning on him, while he waits for someone to come into the room. The scene is now set and you are now getting the feeling that the poem, is going to be about a romantic seduction. This next part of the poem, we get the name of the person Ovid is waiting for, her name is Corinna. 
Corinna enters the room, she is dressed in a tunic, which is made from 2 pieces of cloths, a front and back piece, which is sewn together, this hangs just below the knee, a belt loosely round her, giving the feeling of it being easy to remove. Her hair is down and hanging loosely, dividing and hanging over her shoulders, coming down the side of her neck. This giving a sexually, provocative feeling. As Roman women grew their hair long, but would have it tied up in a knot on top of their head. By entering the room dressed like this, and her hair flowing loose, she seems to be showing us, that this is not a formal meeting, that she regards the occasion as an intimate one. (5 – 8).
We suddenly go from Corinna entering the room, looking sexually provocative, to tearing away her tunic. You feel that Corinna is acting very coy, even though she was struggling with removing her tunic, there is no doubt she was very willing, and couldn’t wait for the next step. There was no doubt that this was Ovid’s justification, for him to start his seduction of Corinna. Now that her clothing is removed, the poem now moves on to the next stage. (8 – 11)
Corinna is now stood before Ovid, her clothes beside her, his eyes taking in her naked body. Ovid can find no fault with her bare skin, he portrays she has perfect shoulders, arms, he can find no fault with any part of her naked body. You get the feeling he is now rushing to finish the poem, as he is writing more directly. He is looking at parts of her body, thinking much they are suited to being caressed by him, her perfectly formed breast, just waiting for him to touch. He feels her beautiful smooth skin. His hand running down her long side. You can picture her standing by him, while he takes in her every curve, her youth full looks. (11 – 14)
 The way in which he describes her, you imagine her to be a young, tall, slim girl, with soft pall skin. Because she looks so perfect, he doesn’t feel he needs to write about her charm. All he could do was praise her. He pulls her undressed body to him. This is the moment he makes love to her, it feels there is not much more, for him  to add to his poem, apart from how after they finish making love, they just lay together, quietly in tranquillity, taking in the stillness of the room. (14 – 17) Ovid ends his poem, thinking how he would like to have, many more middays like this one.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Pg68 – 69, Ovid Amores 1, John Barsby
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When you break down Ovid’s poem, and analysis it, you can see how he goes into an in-depth description of the setting, the time of day, light coming into the room. Then going on to descript Corinna, how she is dressed, the way she is wearing her hair, once her clothes are removed, how she looks and feels to his touch. The poem is all about the build up to them getting close, then he stops and only a couple of lines cover the ‘after event’, and how he wishes to have many more middays like this. 
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