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With the growing number of theatre shows and films, directors and designers are becoming more experimental with sound design and the use of music within their creative process. This can go hand in hand with the use of immersive entertainment such as immersive theatre and immersive horror events. So, with this knowledge, I would like to answer the question of how an audience is influenced differently between a regular theatre show or film and an immersive experience. Many horror films share the same themes and some sounds as horror experiences, such as a walkthrough horror house based on a film, although this is incredibly niche. As music is such an integral part in entertainment events, I want to explore the different uses throughout different media, and how they can change a person’s mood and composure. 
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The New York Theatre defines immersive theatre as a physical environment that differs from a more traditional space, where audiences are required to stand and observe the action around them. (https://newyorktheater.me/2019/10/04/what-is-immersive-theater-the-six-elements-that-define-it-at-its-best/ ACCESSED 09/12/2022) Some shows incorporate all five senses, although most stick to sight, sound, and occasionally touch. A few select companies may include a dinner setting for their audiences so taste and smell would be included too. Some companies require their audiences to wear masks to distinguish themselves from the actors. This is most common in all of Punchdrunk’s events. Although the audience is wearing masks, it still feels as if they are gaining a unique experience as they are allowed to follow any character they wish, and some may get a completely different experience to others. A few companies allow the addition of physical contact between audience and actor, enabling the actor to take someone out of the crowd, however, physical contact is more common in horror experiences. 

To differ from the more “normalised” immersive theatre, immersive horror is an experience where the participant takes an active role in a story-based event that is designed to evoke a sense of fear, panic, or sorrow. The intensity of these experiences can range from no physical contact and just following a story to requirements such as having to go through the experience alone, being choked, suffocated, and including full physical contact. The tamer of these often go down the psychological route, wanting to make the participant think more about a certain topic, or even think differently about themselves as a person. For example, the company Ceaseless Fun is more focused on storytelling and thought-provoking subjects, designed to make an audience leave thinking differently than they were when they arrived. To contrast greatly, BL4CKM4SS is a full horror experience, touching on augmented reality, with full contact between an audience member and the actor (as they do offer solo experiences), often aggressively, designed to change the participant’s perspective and change their way of being. Having said this, there are many more horror-based events out there, some being more extreme than the two mentioned. 

To contrast from the immersive theatre and horror experiences, many modern horror films, and TV shows such as A24’s “X” and “Pearl”, the cult classic, “Scream” franchise and the Netflix series “Stranger Things” use sound in a very creative and innovative way to evoke a reaction from an audience. For example, Kyle Dixon and Michael Stein, the composers for “Stranger Things” used all analogue synths to create the soundtrack, as well as experimenting with the cut-off, gain, distortion, delay, and reverb levels to create the right mood for the scene presented on the screen. They do a very good job of heightening the intent of the scene with the correct key, tone and synth type and style and sometimes, the addition of this can be very impactful. It does a good job of referencing back to 80s horror films and TV shows, as well as incorporating 80s tracks within the series’, which was some of the inspiration for the show itself. I think that the filmography adds a layer of immersion with some films, such as “X”, because of the type of camera that was used to shoot some scenes in the film. 

I also thought about how much filmmakers spend on the soundtrack alone for a project. According to Neo Sounds, “Whether you're making a feature-length film, a commercial, or even a YouTube video you're going to need music that helps you set the right mood. This can get pretty expensive. It's usually recommended that you allocate 10% - 15% of your total budget to music production.” (https://www.neosounds.com/articles/how-much-to-spend-on-a-soundtrack     ACCSESSED 19/01/2023) Many filmmakers often have connections with musicians, such as Tim Burton and Danny Elfman, but a few can reach out and ask a musician to compose or produce music for them. If this is for a more low-key project, there is plenty of royalty free music that someone can get a hold of. However, “in the US, songwriters and publishers do not get any performance royalties.” Musicians will only get royalties from outside the US. (https://www.creativeandproductive.com/music-royalties/#:~:text=When%20a%20song%20is%20used,and%20publisher%20receive%20performance%20royalties ACCESSED 19/01/2023)
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The survey I conducted contains questions that produce both quantative and qualative research, which are both charts and opinions. The questions were open ended, so the participant can express their opinion in their own words. I only included five to six questions, to keep the survey short and to the point. 
These were the included questions:
· How much do you think background music affects your enjoyment of a film, theatre piece or a TV series?
· Which 3 soundtracks have you heard the most in pop culture, or in a theatre production?
· https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WlulqzxbzZFanjhQ1o5XG3Zm8cZVkkyR/view?usp=sharing How did the differing music affect the outcome of the clip?
· How important to you is live music in theatre, comparing to recorded music?
· If yes, do you check to see if there is a live band at a theatre show or not?

Initially, I wanted to ask a range of people these questions, including theatre goers, musicians, students, and teachers, but found that I was limited in this area. Because some of the surveys I take are aimed towards university students and young adults, I thought my stakeholders would be that demographic. The video that is linked above, was an example of AB testing, using the same clip but overlaying different music on the clip.

I decided to include both graph based and written answer questions to get a better understanding and a broader knowledge of what young people think of this topic. 




[bookmark: _Toc125052834]FINDINGS

These graphs were the product of the survey I conducted asking people about music in the creative industry. Although I only received 6 responses, I think I am able to gauge different people’s opinions and attitudes towards how music can change the atmosphere and mood of a piece of theatre, film or TV series. For the form itself, I used Google Forms. It uses graphs and pie charts to easily distinguish different answers clearly and effectively.


[image: Chart, bar chart, waterfall chart

Description automatically generated] Here is the link to the form: https://forms.gle/XThXvSyERgWZ7UBWA 
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Description automatically generated]The findings from this question could indicate that some individuals find background music off putting or distracting rather than complementary to the action happening on screen.
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Description automatically generated]From my findings here, the same amount of people check to see if there is a live band at a theatre show. This shows that some people are conscious of this decision and others are not. 
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How did the differing music affect the outcome of the clip?

6 responses

clip 1, sense of dread seeing the inevitable. clip 2 comical and oddly the clip seemed faster. clip 3, calm in the
inevitable outcome.

The first clip evokes a sense of dread, we know that this is the villain of the story. The second sees himin a
lighter tone, almost like he should be the main character, and we should be laughing along with him. The third
makes me feel sorry for the soldiers getting attacked, due to the sombre key that the piece is in.

It changed franchises from Star Wars to guardians to war movie. Made it feel funky
Confused but lightened the mood in contrast to what was happening on screen

first clip is part of the story, audience understands that he's the bad guy
second clip is funkier and more upbeat
third clip feels serene because of the genre of music
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Do you check to see if there is a live band at a theatre show or not?
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If you answered yes to the previous question, do you tend to focus more on the band and their
connection to the theatre piece?

4 responses

Sometimes if what | can see is not connecting with me if | can see the band | let the music inform me of what
the intention of the scene is

I notice if the band is following the script right and adding in any incidentals or sound effects.
Not really

n/a
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How important to you is live music in theatre, compared to recorded music?
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How much do you think background music affects your enjoyment of watching a |D Copy
theatre piece, film or TV episode?
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Which three soundtracks have you heard come up in pop culture, or in a theatre production? (For
example, Pantomime)

6 responses

most things | have heard are things that that have been in the charts over previous years or are popular now.
But dew to the music | lissen too | find it annoying and distracting at times when popular music is being used.

In pantomimes | have seen recently, the Jaws theme has come up, as well as popular songs to replace own
written songs.

Twilight

Come get your love- redbone
Earth wind and fire- September
Louis Theroux - my money don't jiggle

star wars darth vader theme
80s music
eastenders drums




