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l%/lAe.rcury, the lying god, approaches the home of Alcumena with father Jupiter, king
of men and gods. Jupiter likes Alcumena, a beautiful woman, wife of Amphitruo, a
man of bravery. Therefore, Jupiter will want to sleep with Alcumena through the
long, dark night. Nevertheless, Alcumena is a wife of great modesty, and loves
Amphitruo thoroughly. If she knows Jupiter’s plan, she will order the gods from the
king’s home. Therefore, Jupiter’s work will be difficult. But Mercury, a god of
greatest boldness, always understands many plans. Therefore, Mercury will take
Sosia’s likeness, and Jupiter will take that of Amphitruo. Thus, the two gods will
enter into Alcumena’s home, one similar to Sosia, and the other Amphitruo. And
Jupiter will do this in the long and dark night. Soon, Sosia, a keep slave but stupid,

will return into the town. Amphitruo will want to tell Alcumena of the army’s

victory, but he will not be able. For Mercury will not allow the slave into the home.



