Anand Varma
Anand Varma is a world-Renowned photographer who aims to show off the beauty of creatures that are typically overlooked. He mixes his skills in biology with his passion for photography to show everyone how complex the natural world really is. I find his work particularly inspiring because as an animal lover myself, I have always asked myself questions such as how or why do certain creature do what they do and have always wondered what it would look like. Anand Varma has answered most of these questions for me. 
As a biology student, Anand Varma worked closely with parasitic creatures and was fascinated by their behaviors. This fascination later inspired his idea for “mind suckers” , an incredible series published by national geographic and led by Anand. The project has perfectly illustrated the relationship between a parasite and its host particularly when that relationship is at its most dramatic. Anand does this by perfectly using light as a tool to highlight the areas that the parasite has taken over. An amazing example of this is the photo “Ant infected by nematodes”. This macro photograph perfectly highlights the ant’s abdomen to show off the color that the parasite has turned the area into. This work can make you feel amazed and horrified at the same time and has been a vital part of showing off these scientific discoveries to the public in a way that would interest them the most. 
This project has stuck with me the most as it has shown me that nature can be both beautiful and terrifying at the same time. Being able to see these subjects in such detail excites me about my future as a photographer and as a film maker. 
