Dyslexia Case Study
David, 6 years old (undiagnosed – awaiting assessment
David is 6 years of age and the youngest of three children. He has an older brother (8 years, no literacy difficulties) and an older sister (12 years) who has previously been diagnosed with dyslexia and is receiving support from her secondary school. She is making better than expected progress.
As a toddler his speech was delayed and he was helped with the support of a speech therapist. He is now able to enunciate correctly most of the time but will revert back to unclear speech when he is tired. He will often fail to remember a word that he is searching for. He does not know the difference between his left and his right, he cannot ride his bike without stabilisers. When he writes his name, which he has just started doing without copying, he begins all his letters at the bottom and works up. He often writes his ‘e’ upside down and the numbers 7 and 9 backwards. He has poor phonic awareness linked to his poor memory skills.
David shows a keen interest in his favourite story books at home and enjoys his nightly bedtime story. However he shows no interest at all in completing his reading homework and says that the books he receives from school are boring. He enjoys maths and science in school but dislikes writing tasks. He is unable to hold a pencil with a ‘normal’ grip and therefore his writing looks very clumsy. His teachers say that he is unable to concentrate for more than a couple of minutes at a time and he is easily distracted by other things that interest him in the classroom such as the outdoor learning area and the lego.
He enjoys drawing and painting. He says that it helps him to relax.

