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Bernhard Schmid, Hans, ‘The Guise of the Bad in Augustine’s Pear Theft’, Ethic Theory Moral Prac, 21, (2017), pgs 71–89.
Schmid examines the incident of the Pear Theft, refuting Aquinas’ evaluation of Augustine’s thought and bringing to light another perspective, namely based on the thinking of Colin Starkes. The writer supposes that the act of the Pear Theft was actually performed under the ‘guise of the bad’, rather than the ‘guise of the good’, as Aquinas and other scholars have suggested. Schmid suggests that Augustine did not come to a neatly drawn conclusion of his own actions in the Pear Theft account, as scholars such as Aquinas have argued, but that it remained a problem for him, and there were inconsistencies in his reasoning, leading Schmid to conclude that the ‘guise of the bad’ argument can live on and remain a possibility for Augustine’s intentions. Schmid is a lecturer in philosophy at the University of Vienna. This article has relevance to my chosen essay topic, which is Augustine’s notion of evil, but I speculate as to how much it will be useful, and it is quite difficult to read. 
Brown, Peter, Augustine of Hippo, 45th edition, London: University of California Press, (2000), pgs 151-175.

Brown gives an overall history and in-depth study of the Confessions of St Augustine, bringing into focus the historical and cultural context in which they were written, and the audience that they were written to, which is helpful for us in trying to understand Augustine’s motives for writing and his unique style. Brown describes the Confessions as ‘A manifesto of the inner world’ of man. Brown is Professor of History at Princeton University, and is credited with being one of the most influential, if not the most influential historian whose area of expertise is late antiquity. He laid the foundation and brought substantial clarity to the area of study, allowing others to build on his work. 

Elshtain, Jean Bethke, ‘Why Augustine? Why now?’, Theology Today; 55, 1, (1998); pg. 5.
This article looks at both Augustine’s notion of self, as revealed in the confessions, and Augustine’s notion of evil. Elshtain refutes criticisms of Augustine, and shows how Augustine’s concepts of self and evil, amongst other concepts, are irreplaceable and unrivalled by anything that has been written since. Elshtain contrasts his ideas with postmodern ideas that society commonly holds today about the self and evil and shows how a thorough understanding of Augustine’s thoughts within its Late Antique setting is essential if we are going to comprehend the heart behind them, their relevance for today, and Augustine himself. Elshtain is an ethicist, political philosopher and public intellectual and professor of social and political ethics at the University of Chicago Divinity School, and she also lectures in political science. I’ve chosen this resource as it is clearly laid out and concise, giving a good introduction to Augustine’s major themes. 
Matusek, Edward, The Problem of Evil in Augustine's Confessions, unpublished thesis, University of South Florida, Graduate Theses and Dissertations, (2011), http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/etd/3733, accessed on 15/01/2021 at 16:33PM.

This thesis by Matusek focuses on various aspects of Augustine’s notion of evil as presented in the Confessions, such as; the Significance of Evil in the Post-Manichean, Neo-Platonic, and Christian Periods; Conclusions on Metaphysical Evil and the Harmony of Creation; Conclusions Concerning Moral Evil and Free Will; Plotinus’ View on Metaphysical Evil; and the Significance of Evil in Childhood and Adolescence. The thesis will give me a thorough overview of all the areas of the Confessions in which Augustine presents a notion of evil. 

Miller, Richard B, ‘Evil, Friendship and Iconic Realism in Augustine’s Confessions’, Harvard Theological Review, Vol 104, Iss 4, (2011), pgs 387 – 409.

Miller gives a psychological perspective to Augustine’s notion of evil. He sees Augustine as saying that evil happens when we attach ourselves to mutable things, rather than the immutable, and argues that humans have an excessive attachment to temporal things which comes from a deep need to find secure footing in time and space. Miller is professor of religion, politics and ethics at the Divinity School at the University of Chicago. I have chosen this article because I find the way in which Miller focuses on the friendship aspect of the Confessions to be insightful and useful, and the psychological perspective is another angle with which to approach the Confessions. 

Paipais, Vassilios, ‘First image revisited: human nature, original sin and international relations’, Journal of International Relations and Development; Vol. 22, Iss. 2, (2019), pgs 1-26.

Paipais expounds thoroughly on Augustine’s doctrine of original sin, comparing it with later version of the doctrine to show how it has been changed over time by various theologians and philosophers, right up to the modern day in the field of international relations. He looks at how what is used today is not at all like Augustine’s doctrine, in his opinion. He suggests a return to an Augustinian understanding of the doctrine is needed and a recognition of it in international relations for there to be better forward progress in the area of international relations and war. Paipais is a lecturer at the school of international relations at St Andrews university, and his specialist area of research is on the continued importance of theology in politics. I have chosen this article because it brings Augustine’s notion of evil into a present day context where it is being used in the efforts for world peace, and because Paipais has first-hand experience of the notion in action. 
Patout Burns, J, ‘Augustine on the Origin and Progress of Evil’, The Journal of Religious Ethics, Vol. 16, No. 1, (1988), pp. 9-27. 
Burns divides this article into three parts: an exposition of Augustine’s understanding of the notion of evil, a study of Augustine’s attempts to find the cause of evil, in such places as the falling of angels and humans from God’s standard of goodness, and his idea of pride being the fundamental sin that undermines all other sins and being the cause of man’s fall. Burns is currently guest professor of theology at the University of Notre Dame, and held professor of Catholic Studies at Vanderbilt University and Divinity School. He has written extensively on St Augustine and on Christianity in Roman Africa. This article is easy to read, and yet gives a very deep and clear expounding of Augustine’s notion of evil as presented in the Confessions. 
Stróżyński, Mateusz, ‘The Fall of the Soul in Book Two of Augustine's "Confessions"’, Vigiliae Christianae , Vol. 70, No. 1, (2016),  pgs. 77-100.

Strozynski makes the assertion that both Platonism and Christianity are responsible for Augustine’s concept of the origin of sin and evil, as seen in the Pear Theft account presented in book 2 of the Confessions. He gives particular emphasis on the fall of the soul and focuses on the way in which both Platonism and Christianity interact with each other in Augustine’s thought. Strozynski is associate professor of philology at the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poland. This article will introduce me to Platonism and how this may have influenced Augustine’s notion of evil, which is why I have chosen to include it. 


Stump, Eleanor, ‘Providence and the Problem of Evil’, in The Oxford Handbook of Aquinas, Ed by Brian Davies, Oxford: Oxford University Press, (2018).
Stump looks at how medieval philosophy in the west, when looking at the problem of evil, is informed by Augustine’s thought, and how Aquinas himself, on the notion of evil, was informed by Augustine’s thought. She looks at the assumption made by many that Augustine’s notion of evil was his theodicy, and she refutes this claim, and she refutes it for Aquinas, too. She argues that both Augustine and Aquinas would not have understood it this way. Stump is the Robert J Henle professor of philosophy at St Louise university. This article will enable me to see a fully formed version of Augustine’s notion of evil through the likes of Thomas Aquinas, who after Augustine picked up his notion and ran with it. 
Thompson, Samantha E, ‘WHAT GOODNESS IS: ORDER AS IMITATION OF UNITY IN AUGUSTINE*’, The Review of Metaphysics; vol 65, iss 3, (2012), pg. 525.
This article was the winner of the Philosophy Education Societies dissertation essay contest. Thompson gives a thorough explanation of Augustine’s concept of evil being Privatio Boni, and suggests that much of the criticism existing around this concept of Augustine’s is due to our failure in understanding his notion of good, which, she says, is actually order. If we can understand evil as the absence of order, rather than the absence of good, she suggests this may help us in understanding Augustine’s concept with less criticism.  Thompson has a Doctorate of Philosophy from the University of Toronto, and has been referenced in works by people such as Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury. This article is helpful for my chosen essay topic because it looks at Augustine’s notion of good in order to better understand his notion of evil. 






