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Human rights and wellbeing in relation to climate change (with reference to the Rosebank oil field).

This essay will focus on philosophical arguments about human rights in relation to the Rosebank oil field. Rosebank is an oil field around 80 miles from the Shetland coast which was approved for drilling on the 27th of September 2023 (BBC News, 2023). Rosebank was approved despite protests from environmental activist groups, such as StopCambo (2023), and the condemnation from the UN when talking about the global goal for net zero by 2050 and a 45% decrease in emissions by 2030 (United Nations, 2022). The significance of Philosophy within demands for climate action cannot be overstated, from creations of laws to persuading everyone to a place of care for the environment, hopefully inciting change against the harm of the environment. Rights are a particularly contentious topic within philosophy, as well as the world, universal human rights as a concept are new in the public psyche due to previous prejudices towards certain demographics, causing poor treatment to occur between legal and social systems, and said oppressed groups. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 was the first formal recognition of the idea that every human being deserves an amount of dignity and wellbeing. This recognition of universal human rights as a legally enforceable idea means that they can be progressed practically and globally across all cultures. 
Due to the legal recognition of Universal Human Rights (United Nations, 1948), the philosophical and legal arguments around how human wellbeing will be impacted by climate change, are particularly potent as it is now a common belief within the collective psyche that all humans deserve an amount of dignity and respect which may be taken away by the effects of climate change. This belief in universal human rights sparked the United Nation’s goal of a global net zero by 2050 intended to avoid the global temperature rising more that 1.5 degrees Celsius which would have disastrous consequences for many parts of the world and severely impact the population’s quality of life and dignity, therefore going against universal human rights law(United Nations,1948; Hattingh, 2013).
Environmental laws already in place have been implemented by those arguing both for and against Rosebank, particularly the goal of net zero emissions set by the UN in the Paris agreement (2016) and the UK government (HM Government, 2021). The conservative party, who granted permission for Rosebank, made the argument that oil would be needed to make the shift to net zero, and by using a source within the UK, it would allow them more security and independence against the forces from other nations (BBC News, 2023). This argument has been disparaged by those in disagreement with the Rosebank project because the oil will be sold on the global market, making any change in price or independence global and therefore making none to very little difference to the UK economically while risking negative environmental affects within the UK and globally as it may interfere with efforts towards the goal of net zero. 
Anthropocentrism used within climate change debates allows people to empathize with issues caused by climate change, in a way that data about rising sea levels and diminishing insect populations does not for those without a predisposed interest in the topic (Hattingh, 2013). Centering human rights within the climate debate, does however ignore the other negative effects, such as species dying, and ‘entire ecosystems collapsing’ (NPR, 2019), this can be negative in that, there is still such a focus on human economic growth, rather than the preservation of the planet and non-human species on it. The human desire  for eternal progress and development is proven in parallel examples,  to have little effect on the amount of pleasure once a certain level of progress is made, for example statistics on income level and happiness in (Killingsworth, 2021) show that after the income of 75,000USD  is reached the happiness levels hardly increase suggesting that the ideals of happiness and success economically correlating are not true to how people feel in real life. This shows that economic wellbeing and human wellbeing are not fully entwined, even within the most capitalist nations on Earth, like the USA.
In debates about climate change, normative ethic branches are often used to justify certain viewpoints, for example the utilitarian argument that the greatest good for the greatest number of people is the most ethical path to talk about. Some Philosophers - for example: Peter Singer who includes animals in utilitarian ethics debates, seeing the unnecessary suffering of animals as equal to that of humans. Peter Singer’s (1990) application of utilitarianism creates one of the most compelling arguments for the creation of sustainable. Systems to support the wellbeing of human beings and domesticated animals, for example sources of electricity and agriculture; as well as the ideas that human society has historically been built upon (many of which philosophical) are likely to be destroyed along with the climate. Many animals have already died due to the impending destruction of the environment, and many more animals, and humans are projected to without urgent environmental action, this sort of mass destruction is in polarity with utilitarianism. In every branch of utilitarianism, senseless, preventable mass murder is unethical, it may not even stand up against an antinatalism viewpoint in a finite time due to the suffering bound to come from a climate disaster of human creation. 
In conclusion, Human rights and wellbeing are threatened by the imminent risks presented by climate change. The breakdown of the environment has been projected to detrimentally impact most of the human and animal life on Earth, if this is allowed to continue, it would go against most of the ethical theories that are or have been popular throughout the last millennia, as well as conflicting with human rights law written into specific national documents as well as international agreements such as The Paris Agreement (United Nations, 1948). Rosebank is one symptom of the international lethargy felt by politicians towards the climate when presented with the fantasy of economic or national progress.
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