Research Findings 
Following the completion of the above analysis of the quantative surveys and qualitative interviews, several themes have been identified which closely relate to the literature review. This chapter will consider each of these themes based on both the primary and secondary research, and will then look to make recommendations on how to resolve the issue being discussed, that being the under-reporting of sexual offences and rapes to Police. 

Theme 1  
The first theme refers directly to the research question; why women do not report sexual offences or rapes to Police. The surveys suggest that women often do not report RASSO incidents to Police due to fear of not being believed, and a lack of faith in a successful prosecution. Other common answers included the fear of being blamed, and the fear of repercussions from the offender. The research also suggests that victims are concerned about the trauma of re-living the experience and going through the court process. When women do decide to report RASSO incidents to Police, a reason behind the lack of prosecutions is due to victim withdrawal, potentially as a result of the above fears. Further research was then completed into the reason behind the lack of successful prosecutions. 

Theme 2 
This brings us to the second theme, which is the high attrition rates in RASSO cases. The secondary research available suggests that victim withdrawal, resourcing issues, the lack of communication between agencies within the Criminal Justice System (for example between the Police and the CPS), and evidential issues play a large part in the reason behind the lack of successful prosecutions. Interview respondents within the primary research considered the lack of resourcing, especially within specialist groups such as Rape Investigation Teams and CID, which result in high workloads, low morale, and extended investigation lengths, all of which reduce the likelihood in successful prosecutions. Further research found that the lack of proper training for non-specialist officers resulted in small mistakes being made early on in the investigations (for example by first responders) which culminated in the loss of essential evidence such as forensic evidence that might allow for a prosecution. 
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The third theme identified considers recommendations on how to encourage female victims to report RASSO incidents. Given the first theme largely evidences a lack of successful prosecutions as the reason discouraging women from reporting RASSO incidents, and the second theme identifying reasons behind this, it seems common sensical that to resolve the initial issue, the investigation process must improve in order to reduce the attrition rates. 
Research suggests that the training of further SOLOs (Sexual Offence Liaison Officers) would benefit the process by providing appropriately trained officers at the first response stage, which reduces the likelihood of mistakes when obtaining evidence such as forensics (samples, swabs, clothing etc.). Other suggestions included providing response officers with suitable training in the first place to ensure these mistakes are not being made, and that victims are given the best service possible from the beginning. Other suggestions were to increase the resources on specialist teams in order to share the workload out, thus reducing the length of investigations as officers have more time to complete them. Some research also proposed the increase of communication between the CPS and the Police, in order for the prosecution to better advise the Police on their investigations.  

Conclusion 
The previous chapters have considered the literature already available on the topic of the under-reporting of RASSO incidents by female victims, the methodology of the primary research, the analysis of that research (having been completed through the use of surveys and interviews), and the findings as a result of that research. These chapters will have fulfilled the objectives noted at the beginning of the research project in the following way; 

Objective 1: To analyse the recorded statistics of sexual offences in England and Wales compared to the number of sexual offences reported to Police. 
This objective was fulfilled within the literature review chapter, where statistics from the Office of National Statistics review in 2021 were documented, which highlighted that only approximately one in every six female victims of RASSO incidents reported the incident.  The review analysed the statistics by considering how the statistics have changed in recent years and identifying the issue of the lack of statistic in the last two years. 

Objective 2: To gain an understanding of what prevents women from reporting sexual offences to Police through the completion of primary research.  
The majority of the research paper has acted as an achievement of this objective, as seen within the literature review and surveys completed as part of the primary research. The researcher has gained an in-depth understanding through obtaining over 70 responses to the survey, where a sample group reflecting the general public have provided detailed and thought-provoking responses. The findings also summarise this within Theme 1, where the two most common responses are the lack of faith in Police to achieve a successful prosecution, and the fear of not being believed. 

Objective 3: To make recommendations on how women can be encouraged to report sexual offences to Police. 
This objective is completed through the review of literature around the attrition rates of RASSO investigations, where victim withdrawal and lack of evidence of the offence are two of the many reasons explained. Further to this, the interviews completed with two Police officers (one detective and one response officer) propose recommendations on how to reduce these attrition rates, in order to increase prosecution rates, thereby encouraging women to report rapes and sexual offences to Police. The recommendations proposed include more SOLO trained officers, further training for response officers, and more resources on specialist teams such as rape investigation teams. 
Despite these three objectives being fulfilled, there is further research that can yet be completed around areas such as victim support, the attitude of Police when dealing with victims to ensure they feel respected and are not being blamed, and around the investigations into RASSO cases. These will be further explored within the below chapters relating to the research limitations and recommendations. 
