Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Sinead Jones 

Email address: taniajones24@icloud.com

Learner’s University Registration Number:
2116719
Cohort: 18 onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
 500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In Wales, safeguarding adults is governed by various legislation, national policies, local protocols, and organisational procedures aimed at protecting vulnerable adults from abuse, neglect, and harm. Understanding these frameworks is crucial for ensuring the safety and well-being of adults at risk.

The primary legislation in Wales concerning safeguarding adults is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. This legislation emphasises the importance of promoting the well-being of individuals, including safeguarding those at risk of abuse or neglect. It sets out the responsibilities of local authorities and other agencies in safeguarding adults, including conducting inquiries and taking appropriate action in cases of abuse or neglect. Additionally, the Regulation and Inspection of Social Care (Wales) Act 2016 regulates social care services, including provisions for safeguarding adults. It requires service providers to meet certain standards of care and take measures to prevent abuse and neglect.

The Welsh Government has developed national policies and guidance documents to support the implementation of safeguarding practices across Wales. The “Safeguarding Adults: Practice Guidance” provides comprehensive guidance on identifying, reporting, and responding to adult abuse and neglect. It outlines the roles and responsibilities of different agencies and emphasises the importance of collaboration and communication in safeguarding adults effectively.

Local authorities in Wales have developed their own safeguarding protocols in line with national legislation and guidance. These protocols outline the procedures for safeguarding adults within specific geographic areas and ensure consistency in practice across different agencies. They establish multi-agency safeguarding teams responsible for coordinating responses to safeguarding concerns and conducting safeguarding inquiries, (McManus, M.A. and Boulton, L., 2020).

According to (Wallcraft, J., 2012), Organisations providing services to adults in Wales, including health and social care providers, have their own safeguarding policies and procedures. These policies detail the steps staff should take to identify and respond to safeguarding concerns, including reporting procedures and measures to protect individuals from further harm. Organisational policies also address staff training requirements, supervision, and support mechanisms to ensure a robust safeguarding culture within the organisation.

Effective safeguarding relies on staff members being aware of their responsibilities and trained in recognising and responding to signs of abuse or neglect. In Wales, there are mandatory training requirements for staff working in social care and health settings, including training on safeguarding adults, (Hayes, L, et al., 2020). Training programs cover topics such as types of abuse, legal frameworks, risk assessment, and communication skills.

In conclusion, safeguarding adults in Wales is governed by a complex framework of legislation, national policies, local protocols, and organisational procedures, (Donnelly, S. et al., 2017). These frameworks aim to protect vulnerable adults from abuse and neglect by setting out clear responsibilities, procedures, and standards of practice for all agencies and organisations involved in providing care and support to adults at risk. Effective implementation of these safeguards requires collaboration, communication, and ongoing training and awareness-raising efforts across all levels of the social care system, (Braye, S, et al., 2012).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

One key difference is the legal framework governing safeguarding for adults and children. In Wales, safeguarding adults is primarily governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Regulation and Inspection of Social Care (Wales) Act 2016. These laws outline the responsibilities of local authorities and other agencies in safeguarding adults, including conducting inquiries and taking action in cases of abuse or neglect. On the other hand, safeguarding children in Wales is primarily governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, the Children Act 1989, and the Children Act 2004. These laws establish the legal duties of local authorities and other agencies to promote the welfare and safeguarding of children, including the duty to investigate concerns about a child’s welfare and take appropriate action to protect them.

Another difference is the nature of the risks and vulnerabilities faced by adults and children. While both groups may experience abuse, neglect, and exploitation, the factors contributing to these risks can vary significantly.  Adults may be at risk due to factors such as disability, mental illness, age-related vulnerabilities, or dependency on others for care and support. In contrast, children may be vulnerable due to their age, developmental stage, family circumstances, or exposure to parental substance misuse, domestic violence, or other adverse experiences. As a result, safeguarding interventions for adults and children may need to address different types of risks and protective factors.

Additionally, there are differences in the approach to safeguarding assessments and decision-making processes for adults and children. In adult safeguarding, the emphasis is often on promoting the autonomy and independence of the individual while ensuring their safety and well-being, (Williams, J., 2017). Assessments focus on understanding the individual’s strengths, preferences, and support needs, with interventions tailored to their specific circumstances. In contrast, safeguarding assessments for children may involve a more comprehensive exploration of family dynamics, parenting capacity, and the impact of wider environmental factors on the child’s welfare. Decision-making in child safeguarding may also involve a greater emphasis on the best interests of the child and the need for statutory intervention to protect them from harm.( Cashmore, J. et al., 2023).

Overall, while safeguarding is a shared priority in both adult and children’s social care in Wales, there are significant differences in the legal frameworks, risk factors, and approaches to assessment and intervention for these two groups, (Alfandari, R, et al., 2023). Understanding these differences is essential for ensuring that safeguarding practices are tailored to the specific needs and vulnerabilities of adults and children in Wales.
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