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The magnificent tree-lined gorge known as Shanklin Chine, which was carved by mother nature herself over thousands of years, stretches from Shanklin Old Village to the sandy beach and Esplanade far below.

Discover 
[bookmark: _Hlk200990103][bookmark: _Hlk200989540]Shankin Chine is such a beautiful place to visit, when strolling through this ancient gorge's serene surroundings, I like to simply stop and relax, observe, and listen. I’m in an enchanted realm of natural beauty, a lush forest, wildlife, unusual plants, and captivating waterfalls. At the end of the gorge it leads to a stunning beach with an old pub called the fisherman’s cottage sitting on the beach. We love to sit and watch and listen to the waves crashing the fisherman’s cottage walls. My family and I walk through the gorge, then spend some time on the beach taking in the scenery, then we walk back through the gorge when it’s dark and then we see the illuminations. It’s so beautiful and a perfect day out for all. 

[image: Shanklin Chine: A geological wonder - PODcast] [image: SHANKLIN CHINE (2025) All You Should ...] [image: An Isle Of Wight Family Holiday {Part 2 ...]  [image: FISHERMAN'S COTTAGE INN, Shanklin ...]


As I stepped into Shanklin Chine, it was like entering a secret universe, tucked away from the rest of the town. It all grew greener, cooler, and quieter. I could hear the calm drip and splash of water running down the rocks, and tall trees around me, their leaves fluttering in the breeze.



You can find Shanklin Chine and the beach in Isle of Wright in a small town called Shanklin. 
[image: Heaven on earth - Shanklin, by Southern ...][image: Location & Contact - Shanklin Chine]
I’ve chosen Shanklin Chine as it’s in a small town in Shanklin. It has wonderful and beautiful scenery around this town. It is a peaceful place surrounded by wildlife, sea life and natural beauty.

[image: Beautiful seaside town under 3 hours ...] [image: Shanklin Chine - SHANKLIN - Visit Isle ...]

Explore 
While walking through the peaceful gorge of Shanklin Chine, I enjoy stopping at each waterfall for around 10 minutes and just listen to the sound. It’s so calming to hear running water. I adore watching the waterfalls cascade down the rocks into crystal clear pools below. Some were tiny and serene, while others were swift and brilliant. The earthy, moist fragrance of leaves and rain permeated the air.  I saw tiny insects flying by and the occasional butterfly fluttering by, taking pleasure in the serene area.

[image: Shanklin Chine - Wikipedia][image: Shanklin Chine | Isle of Wight] [image: Shanklin Chine waterfall (Medium) | Red Squirrel Trail]



I went more into the chine as the route wound and turned. Everything felt new and alive because of the ferns and moss that covered the slopes of the sheer cliffs. I occasionally paused to listen to the sounds of miniature waterfalls, birds calling from above, and the gentle crunch of my shoes on the walkway. The world seemed to have slowed down, and it felt serene
The animals we spotted-

Birds- robin, blue tit, black bird, grey wagtails
[image: tranquil Isle of Wight nature reserve ...][image: Blue Tit with overgrown upper mandible ...] [image: Black Bird With Grey Neck in the UK ...] [image: 3 Shades Of Grey Wagtail | Bird Spot]

Mammals- red squirrels and foxes
[image: Nature - Shanklin Chine][image: Isle of Wight Red Squirrels][image: Shanklin Chine, Isle of Wight - Tripadvisor][image: Red fox | Hampshire and Isle of Wight ...]

Invertebrates- butterflies and dragonflies  
[image: Wildlife of the Chines][image: BUTTERFLY WORLD AND FOUNTAIN WORLD ...][image: Nature reserve on the Isle of Wight ...][image: Dragonflies | Hampshire and Isle of ...]


The plants we spotted-
Plants- Gunnera, Echium, Gunnera Manicata, Hydrangea, Liverworts and Mosses
[image: A group of plants in a garden

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: Mosses and Liverworts (Bryophytes ...] [image: Waterfall At Shanklin Chine On The Isle ...]

I continued to gaze up at the cliffs that towered on each side as I continued to walk. It gave me a positive sense of smallness, as though I were a part of something much older and larger. I felt fortunate to be strolling down the chine, which has been sculpted by water and time for thousands of years.

Fact 
Shanklin Chine is well-known for its wildlife and plants. At least 150 types of wild plants exist, and over 50 moss and liverwort species some of which are incredibly rare have been identified to date. Numerous plants thrive in abundance, including ferns, grasses, horsetails, wild garlic, golden saxifrage, wild fuchsia, and winter-flowering heliotrope, to mention a few.   

[image: Isle of Wight Wild Garlic - A walk on the wild side - Taste of the Wight][image: Fuchsia | Taken in Shanklin Chine, IOW ...]


Coming out of Shanklin Chine and onto the beach felt like stepping into a completely different world. One minute I was walking under tall trees, with waterfalls rushing past and birds calling from above and the next I was standing on soft sand, with the wide sea stretching out in front of me.

As the hike concluded, I realised I was almost at the beach when the sound of the sea began to blend with the sound of the waterfalls. I took a final glance back at the green, shaded chine before I stepped out into the sunlight. I was happy that I had the opportunity to see this unique location, which was serene, untamed, and stunning.

[image: Shanklin Chine | Isle of Wight][image: Shanklin beach from bottom of Chine ...]


[image: Fisherman's Cottage - SHANKLIN - Visit ...][image: Sandy beaches on the Isle of Wight ...]

The salty sea air hit me straight away. It smelled fresh and clean, with a little hint of seaweed. The sound of the waves gently washing up onto the shore was so relaxing after the rushing water in the Chine. I stood for a moment just watching the water and feeling the breeze on my face.

[image: 10 White Sands and Crystal blue waters ideas | blue water, beach life, beach  quotes]

[image: Coastal - Grateful for ocean breezes ...]
I wandered along the sand, noticing all the little things the tide had left behind, shiny pebbles, bits of driftwood, patches of green and brown seaweed, and tiny shells scattered everywhere. I even saw some little crabs quickly hiding under the rocks as I walked past. It made me realise that there’s life everywhere, even on a quiet beach like this.

[image: Beach Feet: 3 Things To Know - Foot and ...][image: Brown tide algae hi-res stock ...]

Looking back towards the Chine, it felt strange to think that I’d just walked through such a wild, hidden place and now here I was in the open, with the sky so big above me and the sea going on forever. I could see the Fisherman’s Cottage pub nearby, looking cosy with its thatched roof.

[image: Cottage, Shanklin - Hampshire ...][image: Cottage, Shanklin - Hampshire ...]
I sat down for a while on a warm rock and just listened to the sounds around me the soft crash of the waves, the calls of gulls, the gentle chatter of people walking along the shore. It made me feel calm, peaceful, and lucky to be in such a beautiful place.




Walking back into Shanklin Chine as the daylight dwindled and the sky grew darker after spending time on the beach was both odd and thrilling. Everything seemed different from before the sun's warmth had vanished, and the air was damper and colder, with the scent of earth and wet leaves.
[image: Illuminations - Shanklin Chine]
Little lights started to shine as soon as I went along the walkway; they were delicate, vibrant glimmers nestled among the rocks, trees, and waterfalls. The chine seemed to have transformed into a secret, enchanted spot, and it felt amazing. The water glistened as it reflected the blues, purples, greens, and golds of the lights, which caused the leaves above me to shimmer softly.
[image: Shanklin Chine - SHANKLIN - Visit Isle ...][image: Shanklin Chine, Isle of Wight - Tripadvisor][image: The Chine, Shanklin, Isle Of Wight 05/08/2012 | Shanklin Chi… | Flickr]

The darkness made it feel extremely different to walk through than it would during the day. Instead of the birds, I could hear the tranquil rushing of the river and the gentle hum of insects as they passed by the lights. The rocky walls were covered in dancing shadows, and the trails I had previously taken suddenly appeared unfamiliar and enigmatic.
[image: Shanklin Chine | Hazel Stainer][image: Illuminated Shanklin Chine At Night ...]
I paused because I wanted to savour every moment. The waterfalls, which had been clear and bright during the day, now glowed with coloured light as the water cascaded down the rocks. I even noticed a bat fly by overhead, a tiny wing-flash in the shadows.

[image: Shanklin Chine][image: A Dog Friendly Stay at Wight Waves Holidays on The Isle of Wight][image: Shanklin Chine - Isle of Wight, England ...]

I was amazed and at ease as I went. It helped me appreciate how unique this area is. It changes so dramatically from day to night, yet it's constantly vibrant. The illuminations gave the chine a completely new sense of life, like to a secret realm that awakens only after dusk.

[image: Shanklin Chine Garden in Isle of Wight ...][image: SHANKLIN CHINE - Updated June 2025 - 19 ...]

When I finally made it up to the top of the walk, I felt fortunate to have seen the chine in this state: serene, radiant, and brimming with silent magic in the shadows.





Conserve – My Positive Action
I picked up some rubbish while I was visiting Shanklin Chine and the beach to help maintain the place and secure for people and wildlife. On the sand and along the route through the chine, I collected small pieces of rubbish, plastic wrappers and pieces of old fishing line. 

Along with walking on designated routes to help preserve the habitats and prevent erosion, I also took care to avoid upsetting any plants, insects, and animals. 

[image: Fishing line is a death trap for coastal wildlife — Save Coastal Wildlife][image: New litter-trapping devices to be installed locally - Collingwood News] [image: Monthly Musings: Paths – a collective ...]


I contributed to the cleanliness and safety of the beach and chine for the local birds, insects, and marine life by picking up rubbish. Animals are less likely to inadvertently consume or become entangled in plastic and rubbish when they are removed. 

For other tourists, it also improved the area's appearance so they could take in the natural beauty without having to deal with rubbish all over the place. I'm hoping that by doing this, other people would notice how tidy the area is and consider maintaining it as well. Little things like these can have a tremendous impact when everyone pitches in.

My Promise for the Future:
I promise to keep caring for nature by picking up litter wherever I go, respecting wildlife, and encouraging others to look after the environment too.
[image: ][image: 5+ Thousand Beach Rubbish Bin Royalty ...]
Share -
Poem: Whispers of the Wild
In the heart of the Chine where the waterfalls fall,
I hear the soft whispers of nature’s call.
The rustle of leaves, the flap of a wing,
The secret small songs that the wild things sing.
Moss on the rocks and roots twisting deep,
A peaceful green world that’s quiet, asleep.
But listen... you’ll hear the water’s bright tune,
Dancing and laughing beneath the full moon.
Down by the beach where the salt breezes play,
Crabs in the rock pools hide gently away.
Shells tell their stories, worn smooth by the tide,
While gulls’ wheel and call in the wide, open sky.
Whispers of wildness, quiet and clear 
A place full of wonder, so precious, so dear.
I walk, I listen, I feel, and I see,
This wild Isle of Wight speaks softly to me.

Story: A Day in My Wild Place
It was like entering a secret realm today. I was encircled by towering cliffs, verdant ferns, and the sound of water trickling and cascading down the rocks as I passed through Shanklin Chine, and the bustle of the town vanished behind me. It was serene and calm, as if nature were holding its breath.
Tiny insects were active on the ground, and I observed small birds fluttering between the branches. I could feel little sprinkles of moisture on my face and the cool, fresh air when I paused by the waterfall.
Everything changed when I got to the beach. I could smell the salt in the air as the sky above me opened wide. The waves made lovely, caressing noises as they came in and went away, and the sand felt warm beneath my feet. I discovered smooth stones, bright shells, and little crabs lurking beneath rocks.
It felt fantastic to me later when I made my way back through the chine in the dark to witness the Illuminations. A different sense of life was created by the soft lights that sparkled in the trees and around the waterfalls. I felt as though I was a part of the wild world around me as I stayed motionless for a time and listened to the silence.
I learnt today that even peaceful locations have their own sounds, lives, and beauty. I was relieved, content, and grateful to have been to this untamed location. 


Reflection - 
My Reflection on Shanklin Chine and the Beach
I've come to appreciate how unique and significant a location like Shanklin Chine is after taking a stroll around it and relaxing on the beach. I observed a lot of different aspects of nature in a single day, from the open, fresh beach with the vast sea and salty air to the peaceful, shaded paths in the China with its waterfalls and wildlife.
The moss on the rocks, the birds chirping in the trees, the little crabs hiding beneath rocks, and the sound of the waves softly lapping into the coast were all small elements that I loved to observe. The entire trip was serene and forced me to slow down, take in the beauty all around me, and look more closely.
It was like seeing it all over again for the first time when I returned through the chine in the dark for the Illuminations, but in a lovely, shining way. It served as a reminder that nature is constantly changing and that, if you stop to look, you can always find something new.
I now have a stronger connection to nature and a greater understanding of the value of preserving locations like the beach and Shanklin Chine. These untamed and stunning locations are home to creatures, insects, and plants that depend on them as well as people.
I consider myself fortunate to have had the experience, and I hope that everyone who comes has a greater appreciation and regard for nature. 
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