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What technical skills and abilities
make a vocalist employable in the i
musical theatre industry?



* My current work in musical theatre.
* A gap in knowledge.

* Wider impact.
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| .iterature Review

Breathing
Alignment and posture
Vocal range
Articulation and diction
Connection to material
Understanding voice qualities
Dynamic variety
Vocal resilience
Strength
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16-32 Bars to show every skill?
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This questionnaire is for the purpose of research for an MA in Vocal Pedagogy. *
By answering yes to this question, you consent to the use of your answers for analysis in this
research project. All answers will remain anonymous however there is an invitation to
participate in a focus group at the end that will require an email address should you choose to
participate. All data will be stored on a password-protected file in an online data storage

facility in compliance with GDPR.

You have the right to withdraw your consent and participation at any time for any or no reason.
If you have any questions or concerns, please email katieellenmusic@gmail.com

Do you consent to all of the above and wish to continue?

Yes

No
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Insider Researcher

2 Pros: Prior knowledge and interest
Kthics

Cons: increased bias and relationships with
participants could influence answers.




Findings

Melton, J. (2007) Singing in musical theatre: The fraining of singers and actors. New York, N.Y:
Allworth Press.




What genre do you typically work in? Please state if more than one.
11 responses

0
Contemporary musi. .. Music theatre Musical theater Opera and musical t... Theatre, corporate e...
Contemporary, pop.... Musical Theatre Musical theatre Pop and musical the... classical
@ Musical Director
. Director —————— ————————-
£ Casting Agent
® Agent

@ Other (Please state in next question)

T'echnical skills questions >>




How important is "breathing technique" to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in an How important is "alignment and posture” to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in

audition situation? an audition situation?
11 responses 11 responses
4 4
4 (36.4%) 4 (36.4%) 4 (36.4%)
3 3
3 (27.3%)
2
2 (18.2%) 2
1 1
1(9.1%) 1(9.1%) 1(9.1%)
0 0
1 2 3 4 5
How important is "vocal range" to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in an audition How important is "articulation and diction" to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in
situation? an audition situation?
11 responses 11 responses

6 6 (54.5%)

6 6 (54.5%)

Music Fundamentals for Musncal Theatre, (2023). Available at: hitps.// 3 (27.3%)
(Accessed: 06 July 2023).
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How important is "dynamic variety" to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in an How important is "vocal resilience" to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in an

audition situation? audition situation?
11 responses 11 responses

4 4 (36.4%) 6 6 (54.5%)

3

3 (27.3%) 3 (27.3%) 4
2
3 (27.3%)
1 2 2 (18.2%)
1(9.1%)
0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
0 I 0 I I
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

How important is "vocal strength" to you when considering the employment of a vocalist in an

audition situation?
11 responses

6 (54.5%)

3 (27.3%)

2 (18.2%)

oq%) Oq%)

1 2 3 4 5



Overall...

©® Breathing tech O Alignmem & Posture

@ Vocal Range ' Asticulation & Diction

@ Cornection to Material ® Understanding Voice Qualites
® Dynamic Varety O Vocal Resdience

® Vooal Strength




By profession:

It matters who 1s in the audition
room!

22%

41%

Director Scores

Musical Director Scores

5 — 3%
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The major limitation of this study is the sample size.
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To Conclude...

“In the long term, education must aim for active use of knowledge and skill” (Arbor, 1994)
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