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Xu Kangsheng considers Zheng Xuan's main contributions.

1. Extensive textual annotation under a grand intellectual structure.
2. For the collation and compilation of the Six Classics.

3. A scholarly attitude based on ritual.

4. The spirit of innovation in the form of the commentaries.
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Zhang Shunhui summarized twenty patterns of textual criticism by Zheng Xuan:
1. Taking the exegetical commentaries of his predecessors, but occasionally without rigorous

examination.



2. Not blindly following the interpretation of his predecessors, but adding his personal opinion to
it when necessary.

3. Interpreting a word in its context.

4. Interpreting a word in context.

5. Correcting falsified parts of the original text by examination.

6. Rearranging words and paragraphs.

7. Searching for clues from a wider range of texts.

8. Using the results of previous authors to support one's own philological testimony.

9. Adding one's own commentary to the philological evidence;

10. Restructuring the original text.

11. Replacing ancient words with new ones.

12. Trace the ancient objects, rituals and institutions mentioned in the text back to their roots
13. Interpreting the classics in the light of the prevailing drizzle and customs.

14. Citing linguistic precedents.

15. Examining debatable parts of the text and not discussing controversial and unverifiable parts.
16. To examine the transmutation of the classical texts by examining the course of the scripture
transactions from transmission to writing.

17. Respecting the original texts and never making hasty alterations.

18. Relying on external texts and secondary scriptures.

19. Focus on the big issues rather than the trivial details.

20. Compare the very different interpretations of the same text by different scribes, thus
attempting to resolve controversial issues in history.
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Chapter 8: The Three Kingdoms and the Prelude to Hermeneutics

Section I. Wang Su and the transmission of philology

Wang Su (195-256), The emergence of Wang Su (195-256), an interpreter who represented a new
type of thinking and integrated a variety of theories and concepts, heralded a change in the

His appearance heralded the change of the whole trend of the times.

1. Wang Su belonged to the ancient school of literature, but he did not adhere to the methods of
the ancient school of scripture.



2. His exegesis was a combination of linguistics and hermeneutics, as well as a combination of
rationalism and speculation; he used different interpretative strategies for different texts.
3. the study of numerology played a positive role in the development of the metaphysics of

Confucianism

4. The belief that the gods were not involved in the succession to the throne and the
establishment of dynasties, keeping scripture away from politics and advancing the realism of

scripture.
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Wang Su

Most of his studies are based on ancient texts,
and he selectively uses other texts later

Some of the commentaries are influenced by
the prophetic science

The "Three Biographies of the Spring and
Autumn" are annotated

There are no annotated works of Yang Xiong

Able to remain rational and more objective
and impartial than Zheng Xuan

Not affected by it

Only the Zuo Zhuan was annotated

Made relevant notes on the works of Yang
Xiong



Zheng Xuan Wang Su

Flexible wording Use strict written language
Numerous quotations from the Rites of Zhou  Rituals of Zhou are seldom used
Different versions of the classic text are used

Refutation of certain points in Maoshi by Using Mao Shi to Refute Zheng Xuan
quoting modern texts

Focusing on the universe and nature, trying to  Focusing on secular society, the discourse is
integrate metaphysics into research more spiritual

The interpretation of Confucian classics No such tendency
revolves around "ritual"
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Du You (222-285) was a distinguished general of the Cao Wei period.

The study of Zuo Zhuan was his main achievement in scripture, and his exegetical commentaries
were included in WuJingZhengYi and ShiSanJingZhuShu.

2. Distinguishing four fields: history, narrative, interpretation and intertextuality.

3. To propose an interpretive path to uncover the deeper meaning of key words in the text and to
explore the inner patterns of the text.

4. To summarize five types of rhetorical "examples of sentiment": subtle but obvious, ambitious
but obscure, euphonious but chapter-like, exhaustive but not pedantic, punishing evil but

5. It outlines the rhetoric of the narrative.

5. It outlines the outline of narratology and rhetoric and lays the foundation of hermeneutics.

6. The combination of classical texts with commentary textuality, a practice that was pioneered
in linguistics.

BT TEARAT AT LA 1
L R S SCHIHIFRIA ;
2. 3R EAN R I R SRR AR R, R TR S NSRS



3. EE AR BEATIE 0T IR

4. A7 I B AR 0 5 IR 9 JR P R P8 5
5. G I BT ARG B R 3T
6. T2 DR 1R S S B O T

The annotations he made are characterized by the following.

1. Attention to the designation of historical artifacts

2. An attempt to complete the context in which historical events were produced, so that the
reader can understand the stage of the historical figure

3. A focus on the linguistic aspects of the text.

4. Is sometimes accompanied by explanatory notes and extended commentary.

5. Sometimes with narrative and linguistic dimensions of analysis.

6. Attempts to implement hermeneutics to the micro level.
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Chapter 9: The Western Jin Dynasty and Imperial Patronage of Scripture

Section I Stone Inscriptions of Classics

Cai Yong wrote in his MingLun: "The bell and the tripod, the instruments of ritual and music,
show the virtue and the merit to the descendants. The immortal thing is not immortal in the gold
and stone of the reason. In recent times, the inscriptions have been inscribed on monuments."



Stone inscriptions have a dual significance on the historical and sociological levels.

1. It provided an authoritative and standardized text for the scholars of the time and later
generations.

2. It served the function of preventing later generations from tampering with the original text
3. To record the achievements of the dynasty.

Gui Wencan (1823-1884), in his work Jing Xue Bo Cai Lu:

1. Expounds the importance of the stone tablet form.

2. Examines the Xi Ping Shi Jing and the scriptures of the Wei and Jin dynasties.
3. Focuses on the development of sutra in Shu.

4. Listing information on several scribes and the context of the period.

5. Has a positive effect on the revival of jinshi studies in the Qing Dynasty.
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Xi Ping Shi Jing: Its seal engraving was started in 175 and completed in 183. It is written in the
official script and includes the Liangqiu version of the Zhou Yi, the Ouyang Sheng version of the
Shang Shu, the Lu Shi Jing, the Dadai Yi Li, the Yan Chun Qiu Gong Yang Zhuan, and the Lu
Lun Yu. All of these texts are modern scriptures, highlighting their orthodox academic status and
the importance of the imperial family.

Cao Wei Shi Jing: Also known as Zheng Shi Shi Jing or San Ti Shi Jing. It was erected in 241,
and the stone inscriptions include Gu Wen Shang Shu and Zuo Shi Chun Qiu. It is possible that
this large stone scripture seal engraving was carried out by the imperial family as a result of the
Wu-Shu dispute at the time, in which both wanted to establish their legitimacy and legitimize
their dynasties.
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Section 2: Imperial compilation and revision of four categories of books: scriptures, history, sons
and collections



Xun Xu was appointed as the Secretary General in 274 and engaged in the classification of
books:.

1. The catalog includes 20945 volumes of 1885 separate works classified in 287 categories

2. The four-part classification commonly used in later times was probably derived from Xun Xu
3. Co-edited with Zhang Hua (232-300) the magnum opus Bo Wu Zhi, totaling 400 volumes.
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The rulers of both Shu and Wu attached importance to establishing the authority of the text and
spent a lot of manpower and resources on organizing and arranging the ancient books in the
collection sent for classification.

1. Xiang Lang of the Shu Han Dynasty devoted his life to the examination, proofreading and
revision of ancient texts, and participated in the writing of San Guo Zhi * Wu Shu .

2. Wei Zhao (204-273) was appointed as a doctor of the Five Classics, and was ordered by
Emperor Jing to "proofread all the books".
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Section 6: Three representative scholars

Gan Bao, who compiled Jin Ji and is famous for Sou Shen Ji.

1. The great scholar of Yi Jing. The author of the ten-volume book Zhou Yi Zhu, the one-volume
book Zhou Yi Yao Yi, the four-volume book Zhou Yi Zong Tu, the two-volume book Zhou Yi Wen
Nan, the two-volume book Zhou Yi Xuan Pin, and the one-volume book Yi Yin.

2. Deeply interested in phonetics, author of Mao Shi Yin, Zheng Yin and Zhou Guan Yin.

3. Also authored Zhou Guan Li Zhu, Da Zhou Guan Bo Nan, Chun Qiu Zuo Shi Han Zhuan Yi,

Chun Qiu Xu Lun, and Hou Guan Yi.

4. His exegesis focused on elucidating the general meaning of the text, not on the minor details,
without paying special attention to the specific wording of the text.



