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Introduction
This chapter will define the components of research methods and explain how the research will be carried out. The research process will be explained based on the objectives to explore perspectives of specialist domestic abuse (DA) roles and the volume of DA investigations. The purpose of the research will explore Gwent police employee views of the volume of requirements for DA investigations and whether victim’s needs are fulfilled.  Primary research is new data collected by the researcher themself, which provides firsthand information from a specific question. Primary research is often used through observational methods, surveys, interviews or experiments (Hox, 2005). Secondary research relates to data that has been collected by others such as statistics, literature, books and articles which are used to support beliefs and analyse topics that haven't been discussed (Hox, 2005). Collecting data can be carried out through quantitative and qualitative research. Qualitative research uses open ended questions which provide detailed answers to be able to analyse experiences often conducted through interviews. Alternatively quantitative research involves the use of closed ended questions and numerical data (Sheard, 2018). This chapter will also explore the research considerations and limitations throughout. 

Research onion
The ‘research onion’ is a systematic tool utilised to guide researchers navigate their choices of research methods and used comprehensively by being broken down into stages to consider and understand whilst decision making their research (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill 2009). The research onion is demonstrated through a chart containing the outer layer which is considered to be the starting point for researchers leading to the inner layers. Each layer’s section is categorised from philosophy approaches, strategies, choices and  time horizons which will lead to the inner layer of embedding techniques and procedures which will allow data collection and analysis. The visualised version will be presented below.
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Philosophy of Research
Research philosophy shapes the understanding of finding research, by using knowledge, views and beliefs to choose which research methods are best suited (Priest, 2009). The diagram shows the four main philosophies as positivism, realism, interpretivism and pragmatism. Positivism and realism relate to using quantitative research due to the belief in using objective data and real observations (Crossan, 2003). Interpretivism is a contrast to positivism, as is described by Crossan (2003) as ‘subjective’ as the researcher will gather their interpretation from values, beliefs and experiences. The researcher will commonly obtain this through the use of qualitative research with the aim to obtain richness in their collected data, such as partaking interviews with research participants (Junjie and Yingxin, 2022). Pragmatism relates to the use of mixed methods as it can combine both positivism and interpretivism by understanding that flexibility is fundamental to understand ‘the bigger picture’ and can be utilised through qualitative or quantitative research (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2009). An interpretivist approach will be used in this dissertation to gather serving police officer and staff views and personal experiences which will then be analysed by the researcher. 

Approach, Strategy and Choices
Deductive and inductive are the two approaches that can be adopted by the researcher when deciding which strategy to adopt. The deductive research approach which related to testing existing theories by also using existing knowledge to determine the reliability of theories in place (Tshitadi, 2024). In comparison, an inductive research approach focuses on creating new theories based on singular observations or knowledge (Tshitadi, 2024). The researcher of this study will use the deductive approach to build upon existing knowledge and contributing theories. 
This study aims to analyse police employees’ opinions on whether response officers are fully equipped with adequate training and time to conduct DA investigations. The analysis aims to discover staff and officers personal experience, allowing the comparison of staff observing case handlings and officers who are in charge of the cases. The researcher will choose a survey method to gather their research and disseminate this to police officers and staff via an internal police platform. The survey will be of digital format which is known to be reliable and user friendly (Uhlig, 2014) which will improve the opportunity to gain the maximum number of responses to the survey, allowing the researcher to analyse the data in more detail. 

Time horizon
The research onion refers to the time horizon which is a decision of whether a longitudinal or cross-sectional time frame is used. Longitudinal research is a continuation of data collection obtained over a substantive period of time (Rindfleisch, 2008). Cross-sectional is a shorter term of research gathering (Rindfleisch, 2008) which is the chosen method this researcher will utilise by gathering data at one specific time and has a deadline of completion.

Data collection and analysis /Techniques and procedures 
The results will be analysed through use of pie charts or graphs, and the researcher will ensure to use a reliable secure platform to ensure raw data can be accessed if necessary. The aim is to gather 60 responses, which will be made up of 20 responses from the three target departments: Response, Crime investigation and domestic abuse safeguarding team within Gwent Police. 

Limitations and ethical concerns
A limitation that may occur is that the target response size is not achieved. Out of the 43 forces in England and Wales, Gwent Police is one of the smallest forces (HMICFRS, 2025) meaning the target audience is of a smaller size and may not be truly representative to views and opinions of all police officers/staff. Additionally, individual work commitments could lead to incomplete surveys within the expected time horizon. To overcome this, follow up and direct emails will be sent internally to high-ranking roles such as sergeants, who manage a team of individuals and can disseminate it in this format. 

Conclusion 
This chapter analyses the methodology of research and has allowed the researcher to utilise the research onion as a tool to decide which research methods will be used through the method of a survey. The chosen methods will be used in the next chapter to analyse collected data. 
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