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ARTICLE 31 – Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.
Each setting should provide a wide range of activities for children to explore and play this develops personal physical, social and emotional development. The Foundation Phase Framework states that activities should be available to children that provide new learning opportunities, a chance to experiment and develop into independent thinkers and learners (Welsh Government, 2015). 
Activities should be planned and developed to accommodate the individuals needs and adapted to allow independent learning. The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 clearly states this.
The Montessori and Reggio Emilia approach clearly embraces this philosophy and encourages children to use a diverse range of resources to promote a holistic learning experience. 
Forest Schools also offer opportunities for children to relax and play by experiencing the outdoors. Forest Schools are nature-based communities where trained practitioners nurture learner led exploration and discovery, nurturing meaningful experiences for positive lifelong impacts (Forest Schools 2019). The use of outdoor learning is also integral to the Foundation Phase.
ARTICLE 16 – Every child has the right to privacy. The law should protect the child’s private, family and home life.
All setting should ensure that their policies and procedures reflect the confidentiality laws. This includes the sharing of personal information with other professionals and also not discussing any personal details regarding a child or their family outside of the setting. The Foundation Phase reinforces the school’s duty to maintain confidentiality and also the welfare and safety of children.
All practitioners should follow the General Data Protection Regulation 2018, this lays out clear guidelines for the storing and sharing of personal data. Settings can promote trusting relationships with parents by respecting confidentiality. 
The sharing of personal information is essential in safeguarding children. Practitioners should be aware of the importance of reporting and sharing all relevant information with authorised authorities.
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Article 12 – Every Child has the right to have a say in all matters affecting them and to have their views taken seriously.
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) supports the voice of the child. All activities planned should allow the child the opportunities to voice their ideas, beliefs and discuss the world around them. Children should be involved with the planning of activities; this gives them the opportunity to express their ideas and feelings and builds their confidence in having their voice heard.
 This idea is fundamental within a Reggio Emilia setting where children are encouraged to make decisions and lead activities within the classroom. Teachers, Parents and Child are collaborators in the process of learning (Education.com 2019). Montessori schools also follow the same philosophy, in encouraging freedom and self-development with a practical approach (Learning Theories 2019). Both encouraging a pro-active role in a child’s learning and encourage and support the voice of the child.
The Children’s and Families Act 2014 also states that children are entitled to have their say in matters of adoption or family court and that their views will be taken seriously and respected.




ARTICLE 3 – The best interest of the child must be a top priority in all things that affect children.
UNICEF states that children are individuals and are neither the possessions of their parents nor of the state, nor are they mere people-in-the-making; they have equal status as members of the human family.
Children should be allowed to have a say in decisions that affect them, the voice of the child is paramount and they should also be aware of decisions that have been made for them.
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) aim is to ensure that children are given the best possible start to enable them to develop and reach their full potential. Practitioners must understand how children develop and ensure that activities are engaging and appropriate for each child. This is reinforced in the Additional Learning Needs and Tribunal (Wales) 2018.
When multi agencies work together such as Educational Psychologists, Social Workers, Speech and Language Therapists they must all work together in partnership to support children and ensure that their best interests are a priority. They must communicate effectively with each other, sharing relevant information within the GDPR Guidelines. Every Child Matters (2018) states that each child is entitled to be healthy, to stay safe, enjoy and achieve, to make a positive contribution and to achieve economic well-being.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is an International human rights law that protects the rights of children up to the age of 18. It was adopted by the British Government in 1991 and in 2004 the Welsh Government adopted the UNCRC and made it the basis for all policy making regarding children and young people. There are 54 Articles within the Act, 42 of these refer directly to the rights of the child. In 2001 The role of Children's Commissioner for Wales was created and since 2015 Sally Holland has been the Children’s Commissioner, she advises the Welsh Government when policies relating to children are being made and ensures that children's rights are promoted.
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