Tile 4 tasks
More outsiders’ representations of Brittany: Travel Writing

Last week we looked at an extract from a novel written by an ‘outsider’ to Brittany. This week’s extracts are all examples of travel writing:

Travel extracts
To access the extracts that have been scanned for you from The Turn of the Ermine, go to the online resources list and click on the following:

1. Passage describing a 'pardon' from his travelogue Pererindodau (1941), translated in The Turn of the Ermine: An Anthology of Breton Literature, ed. Gibson and Griffiths (Francis Boutle, 2006), Page Range: 378-379.

2. Short passages from Arthur Young's travels in Brittany in 1788, and Ambrose Bebb's travelogue Llydaw (1929), taken from The Turn of the Ermine: An Anthology of Breton Literature, ed. Gibson and Griffiths (Francis Boutle, 2006), Page Range: 382-385.

3. Extract from travelogue by Ambrose Bebb (2). Passage on 'Johnny Onions' from his travelogue Pererindodau (1941), translated in The Turn of the Ermine: An Anthology of Breton Literature, ed. Gibson and Griffiths (Francis Boutle, 2006), Page Range: 397-398,

4. Extract from travelogue by Dyfnallt. Extract describing Concarneau from Dyfnallt's travelogue O Bentir Llydaw (1934), translated in The Turn of the Ermine: An Anthology of Breton Literature, ed. Gibson and Griffiths (Francis Boutle, 2006), Page Range: 388-389. 


Questions to prepare and make notes on

What do you know about travel writing as a genre?




What do you know about travel to Brittany and tourism in Brittany?



What difference did railways make to Brittany (Quimper 1863, Brest 1865)?



Who are the authors of these extracts? 


What kind of Brittany emerges from these writers’ descriptions? (urban/ rural, inland/ coastal, modern, ancient, folklore, politicized etc.)


Bear in mind the different dates of visits and different nationalities of writers.


What role does their perspective play? (do they compare with ‘home’? or with France?)



Which of these outsiders do you think has the most accurate view of Brittany? Is this a good question anyway?



What might the barriers be to accurate representation?
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