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Writing Practice

   - Structure
   - Introductions 
   - Conclusions 
   - First paragraphs 
   - Case studies



Structure
Level 4 
SEM1 = 1500 words  –   Portfolio = 500                                             

      + 500
       + 500

SEM2 = 1500 words – imagined exhibition
       Context
       + Exhibition idea
      + Conclusion
       



Structure
Level 5 
SEM1 = 2500 words  –   Essay 
• Introduction: how the question would be 

framed and answered.
• Research and explanation of ideas 

(underlying theoretical framework)
• Solutions/conclusion
SEM2 = 2500 words – Upside down essay
• Exploration of 3 keywords 
• Leading to research question  

    



Structure
Level 6 - SEM1 = 5000 words
• Introduction: using the underlying research 

question to show how the writing will be 
framed and developed.

• Context: Explanation of key research area 
• Development of ideas showing the underlying 

theoretical framework 
• Case studies demonstrating possible futures
• Solutions/conclusion
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How many words per week?

First draft 
2500 words

⏰ ⏳ ⏲ Timeline ⏱ 🕰 ⌛



📈 Plan your time! 📉

7.5 weeks from now to submission



       Context: Explanation of key 
research area 

Development of ideas showing 
the underlying theoretical 
framework

Case studies demonstrating 
possible futures

Introduction: using the underlying 
research question to show how 
the writing will be framed and 
developed.

Solutions/conclusion
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You are all detectives now
“More than just a set of 
skills, analysis is a frame 
of mind, an attitude toward 
experience. It is a form of 
detective work that typically 
pursues something 
puzzling, something you 
are seeking to understand 
rather than something you 
are already sure you have 
the answers to. Analysis 
finds questions where there 
seemed not to be any, and 
it makes connections that 
might not have been 
evident at first.” 
(Rosenwasser and Stephen, 2009, p. 4) 



Look for patterns 
Ask yourself: 

What repeats?
What goes with 
what?
What is opposed to 
what?
What doesn’t fit? 
And for any of 
these, so what?
(Rosenwasser and Stephen, 2009, p. 
37) Writing Analytically



Positioning my practice
My positioning, or theoretical stance, strongly adheres to parallel notions of 
epistemology and ideology that inform my interdisciplinary role and practices. 
Though my study is situated in design, I seek to assess the use of collaborative 
writing approaches, practices and tools for teams of designers and to highlight 
the transformation that occurs through their use, so it is important that my 
theoretical awareness also bridges academic literacy and pedagogy. Firstly, in 
terms of epistemology, I position my workshops as relational (Maier & 
Fadel, 2009), and empowering social practices, involving a dialogic 
approach to knowledge (Lindström and Ståhl, 2012; Bohm, 2004), and 
in terms of ideology, I focus on my practice as a route of positive 
transformation. This equates with the academic literacies’ ideology of 
transformation (Lillis and Scott, 2007) and with ‘literacy as social 
practice’ (Lillis and Scott, 2007, p.7) and writing as a socially-situated 
act (Swales, 1990), which in turn mirrors pedagogies of transformation 
(Freire, 1996; bell hooks, 1994). 



👤 Student Examples 👤

There follows student examples 
(DC “Dark Creativity” and SP&T 
“Tactile Realities” ) of an 
introduction and a conclusion. 

👥 In small groups, assess the pros 
and cons of the length and style
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👥 In small 
groups, 
assess the 
pros and 
cons of the 
length and 
style

Conclusion 



👤 Student Example 👤
Very short introduction 

👥 In small groups, assess the pros and cons:



First Paragraphs

👥 In small groups, assess the pros and cons:



First Paragraphs
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David Shrigley


