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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Cameron Herbert

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922396

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How have drug crimes been affecting our community and what can police in England and Wales do in their battle against drugs?
INTRODUCTION:

[image: ]Over recent years within the United Kingdom, drug crime has seen a significant rise therefore increasing the demand from police in England and Wales. The statistics have been rising over recent years putting police forces throughout the United Kingdom to test. Police have many strategies to fight in the war against drug crime, some methods proving effective and others not so much. The rise in drug offences has also seen a dramatic effect on the community causing many issues to arise.
(Grahame Allen, 2021)


[bookmark: _Hlk111384819][image: ]In 2020 and 2021 there were approximately 210,000 drug offences recorded by the police throughout England and Wales which is a staggering 19% increase to the previous years of 2019 to 2020 (Grahame Allen, 2021). As shown in the line graph above, recorded drug crime reached its peak in 2008/2009 where there were approximately 249,000 recorded incidents of drugs. The line graph then shows a gradual decrease from this period to 2016/2017 where recorded drug crime had decreased to approximately 150,000. From the 2016/17 period, there is then a sudden increase in recorded drug offences to the 2020/21 period where it is shown to have increased to 210,000 recorded incidents. The graph shows decreases and increases in recorded drug offences from 2004/05 to 2020/21. 	
(Dahlgreen, 2019)

[bookmark: _Hlk111384855]Data analyst Dahlgreen (2019) and the BBC show in the map above that drug crime is strongly increasing in many small towns and villages even as it falls significantly in city centres. Police data in England and Wales shows that drug crimes have fallen by more than 50,000 in the past five years but national averages hide a major shift in where drug crimes are being committed. 30 out of 36 areas within London showed that there was no significant change or a decrease in recorded drug crime over recent years however, moving outside of the capital city to the South East and East of England, there are 74 minor towns and villages that saw a strong increase in recorded drug offences.

The issues that communities and individual people have been suffering with are the following as stated by (What is a Community Drug Problem?, 2022) “Availability & range of drug use (poly drug use) including alcohol, Visibility/ public drug dealing, Familiarity/normality - the normalization of drug use & the ease in which drugs are available, Social nuisance/community spaces being used for drug dealing, Community safety / intimidation of the local community, Community pride/image/social networks disintegrating, Lack of resources to respond.” This shows the vast amount of issues that are relating to drug offences within the community.


Further studies detail that drugs have a huge effect on the community in many ways stating that drug abuse doesn’t only affect the individual. (CommunityDrPremcom, 2022) state that drug abuse isn’t confined to the individuals that abuse drugs but the effects in most cases will travel way beyond their friends and family. They continue to state that the social consequences relating to drug abuse are intense for government resources also estimating the economic cost of drug abuse is approximately £247 billion.

This topic is worthy of research to study in depth the affect that drug offences have on the community as well as the affect that drug offences cause to police services throughout England and Wales. This will provide an opportunity to study the methods used by police services to debate on the effective and non-effective methods and to also study new options that police may consider to tackle the rise in drug abuse. It will also be worthy of study to gain the perspective of the public and the perspective of officers in relation to the effect they believe drugs are having on the community and their views and opinions on methods that police could use as a strategy to tackle drug crime.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


These four stages are in place as they are intended to achieve the research objectives and will run alongside the prepared timeframe to ensure that all sections are completed within the required time.

1. To collate a proposal for the research I intend to be conducted and to submit this for ethical approval by defining the research aims, objectives and the methodology.
2. To assemble an extensive literature review of the proposed project.
3. To compile, review and analyse the questionnaire results and to provide feedback as well as continue to the conclusion.
4. To coincide with the supervisor through my consultation to proof read, edit, and finally submit


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are key literature items that I will aim to utilise as part of my research and these will be from government reports throughout England and Wales showing statistics of drug crimes. I will also aim to utilise articles that have been created in regards to the issues communities have seen relating to the subject of drug offences. Organisational strategic plans will also be studied and evaluated in regards to the police forces throughout England and Wales. 

I have considered a numerous amount of research methods that I believe may be appropriate and selected a small amount of the considered options. The methods that I have considered for this project is quantitative and qualitative research. Both of these research methods provide positives however also show hinderances. The quantitative research approach can potentially show certain opinions and beliefs from people that are partaking in the survey and that may likely lead to bias results. In order to counter this, a vast selection of participants will be selected from different communities throughout the Gwent area.

The proposed methods are intended to meet the objectives of the research project. An extensive literature research will be conducted to develop the literature review. The literature review will provide an in-depth inspection of the research that is available.

The research will be conducted by developing an attune questionnaire that will be circulated to the participating 20 persons within the Gwent area. The questionnaire is intended to be distributed electronically through the use of online survey software. Should there be any technical issues then hard copies will be created where they can be delivered and retrieved in person.

Once the questionnaires have been completed, the results will be gathered and prepared for analysis. The analysis may show gaps of data which could result in a further questionnaire being compiled to ascertain the outstanding information.

If there are any further methods of research that arise whilst in my study that are appropriate to conducting my research then I shall give consideration into implementing this method and also seek further ethical approval for this potential new research method.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I have considered a numerous amount of research methods that I believe may be appropriate and selected a small amount of the considered options. The methods that I have considered for this project is quantitative and qualitative research. Both of these research methods provide positives however also show hinderances. The quantitative research approach can potentially show certain opinions and beliefs from people that are partaking in the survey and that may likely lead to bias results. In order to counter this, a vast selection of participants will be selected from different communities throughout the Gwent area.

The proposed methods are intended to meet the objectives of the research project. An extensive literature research will be conducted to develop the literature review. The literature review will provide an in-depth inspection of the research that is available.

The research will be conducted by developing an attune questionnaire that will be circulated to the participating 20 persons within the Gwent area. The questionnaire is intended to be distributed electronically through the use of online survey software. Should there be any technical issues then hard copies will be created where they can be delivered and retrieved in person. Questionnaires are valuable as they show the quantitative data that is gathered easily through the answers provided by the participants of the questionnaire. 

The target audience for the questionnaire are 10 current serving police officers and 10 members of the public to display a range in data ascertained from the results. 

Once the questionnaires have been completed, the results will be gathered and prepared for analysis. The analysis may show gaps of data which could result in a further questionnaire being compiled to ascertain the outstanding information.

If there are any further methods of research that arise whilst in my study that are appropriate to conducting my research then I shall give consideration into implementing this method and also seek further ethical approval for this potential new research method.

An extensive literature review will show the statistics received from the questionnaire which will aim to highlight persons who have witnessed drug related offences currently compared to recent years to collate the qualitative data for the project with relevant research.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The intended targets to participate in my research will be members of the public by use of a general questionnaire. This will allow me to gauge the perspectives from the members of public in the way they believe police should manage drug crime and will look to gain the opinion of how they feel the current tactics and plans police use to tackle drug crime are effective or in-effective.

I believe that this method is more suitable to my research as this will allow me to evaluate different methods that the public see fit to tackle drug crimes as the public are more likely to witness drug offences such as drug deals. Public opinion is always key when dealing with matters that affect the community therefore I believe this method to be the most fitting and relevant.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I have no anticipated ethical issues at this stage of the project. I cannot anticipate there being any form of ethical issue arise during the preparation, research or final stages of this project 

	TIME SCALE:

As a Police Constable my shift pattern of six days in work as 2 day shifts, 2 afternoon shifts and 2 night shifts with four days off and balancing work with social and family life, time is limited therefore it is ideal for a timeline to be created to allow the thorough research and the completion of the dissertation.  The timetable has been created to ensure that the correct planning and research is completed within the specific timeframes.
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