Introduction 
Domestic violence is a significant social problem that affects people of all ages and frequently causes severe emotional, psychological and physical harm (García-Moreno et al., 2015). Domestic violence in South Wales is still an ongoing issue, despite efforts by victim protection and agencies to tackle the problem. Although several national and local policies have been put in place such as the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 where “create a statutory definition of domestic abuse, emphasising that domestic abuse is not just physical violence, but can also be emotional, controlling or coercive, and economic abuse. establish in law the office of Domestic Abuse Commissioner and set out the Commissioner's functions and powers” (Home Office, 2022). In addition to these other policies include police intervention, and a variety of support services where concerns remain over the efficiency of these mechanisms in providing the security and welfare of victims. However, even with the safeguarding in place many victims still are still unwilling to come forward with reports or use the support services that could assist them. 

This dissertation will examine the effectiveness of police interventions and support systems in protecting victims of domestic violence, with the specific focus being South Wales. This dissertation will look at how the police respond to domestic incidents and how they use Domestic Violence Protection Notices (DVPN’s), Domestic Violence Protection Orders (DVPO’s), and how they work with multiagency risk assessment processes. Furthermore, the study will examine how well victims can receive vital help from agencies such as refuges, counselling services and legal aid. These objectives assess how well the treatments protect victims and stop additional abuse, especially where there is a risk of increased victimisation. 

Understanding the root cause to victims not reporting domestic violence incidents or use support services that are available within South Wales is a major goal to this research. According to research, victims may be discouraged from seeking assistance due to a variety of obstacles, such as fear of reprisals, mistrust of authorities, social stigma, and financial or cultural limitations (Chandan et al., 2019). This dissertation will examine these variables in detail taking into account the ways in which they interact with South Wales unique social and economic environment. Whilst doing this, the study aims to show the systemic, cultural and psychological barriers that victims must overcome to receive assistance and protection. 












Reference list
Chandan, J.S., Thomas, T., Bradbury-Jones, C., Russell, R., Bandyopadhyay, S., Nirantharakumar, K. and Taylor, J. (2019). Female survivors of intimate partner violence and risk of depression, anxiety and serious mental illness. The British Journal of Psychiatry, 217(4), pp.1–6. doi:https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.2019.124.

College of Policing (2020a). Online assessment process. College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/joining-police/online-assessment-process (Accessed 23 Oct. 2024).

College of Policing (2020b). Special constables. College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/special-constables (Accessed 24 Oct. 2024).

Coventry City Council (2021). Domestic Abuse Act 2021. Safe to Talk. Available at: https://www.safetotalk.org.uk/news/article/1/domestic-abuse-act-2021 (Accessed 21 Oct. 2024).

Deputy Prime Minister's Office (2012). New definition of domestic violence and abuse to include 16 and 17 year olds. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-definition-of-domestic-violence-and-abuse-to-include-16-and-17-year-olds--2 (Accessed 21 Oct. 2024).

García-Moreno, C., Hegarty, K., d’Oliveira, A.F.L., Koziol-McLain, J., Colombini, M. and Feder, G. (2015). The health-systems response to violence against women. The Lancet, 385(9977), pp.1567–1579. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(14)61837-7.

Home Office (2022a). Domestic Abuse Bill 2021: Overarching Factsheet. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-overarching-factsheet (Accessed 17 Oct. 2024).

Home Office (2022b). Domestic Abuse Statutory Guidance. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62c6df068fa8f54e855dfe31/Domestic_Abuse_Act_2021_Statutory_Guidance.pdf (Accessed 22 Oct. 2024).

N Zoe Hilton (2021). Domestic violence risk assessment: tools for effective prediction and management. Washington, District Of Columbia: American Psychological Association.

National Domestic Violence Hotline (2020). ‘Why Didn’t You Say Anything?’ The Hotline. Available at: https://www.thehotline.org/resources/why-didnt-you-say-anything/ (Accessed 21 Oct. 2024).

Office for National Statistics (2023a). Domestic Abuse in England and Wales Overview. Office for National Statistics. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/domesticabuseinenglandandwalesoverview/november2023 (Accessed 12 Oct. 2024).

Office for National Statistics (2023b). Domestic abuse prevalence and trends, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics. [online] www.ons.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabuseprevalenceandtrendsenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2023 (Accessed 12 Oct. 2024).

Office for National Statistics (2023c). Domestic abuse victim services, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics. www.ons.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/domesticabusevictimservicesenglandandwales/2023 (Accessed 12 Oct. 2024).

Sefton Women’s and Children’s Aid (2022). Why is domestic abuse often not reported? SWACA. Available at: https://swaca.com/why-is-domestic-abuse-often-not-reported/ (Accessed 22 Oct. 2024).

South Wales Police (2024a). How to report domestic abuse. South Wales Police. Available at: https://www.south-wales.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/daa/domestic-abuse/how-to-report-domestic-abuse/#:~:text=Our%20officers%20will%20make%20sure,arrange%20medical%20care%2C%20if%20necessary. (Accessed 22 Oct. 2024).

South Wales Police (2024b). Special Constable eligibility criteria.  South Wales Police . Available at: https://www.south-wales.police.uk/police-forces/south-wales-police/areas/careers/careers/volunteers-and-special-constables/special-constable/the-person/ (Accessed 24 Oct. 2024).

South Wales Police (2024c). The Application Process. South Wales Police. Available at: https://www.south-wales.police.uk/police-forces/south-wales-police/areas/careers/careers/uniformed/police-officer-role/the-application-process/ (Accessed 23 Oct. 2024).

South Wales Police (2024d). The Special Constable Role. South Wales Police . Available at: https://www.south-wales.police.uk/police-forces/south-wales-police/areas/careers/careers/volunteers-and-special-constables/special-constable/#:~:text=You%20can%20play%20a%20crucial%20role%20in%20helping,Officers%20and%20PCSOs%20to%20keep%20South%20Wales%20safe. (Accessed 24 Oct. 2024).

Welsh Women's Aid (2024). Live Fear Free Helpline. Welsh Women’s Aid. Available at: https://welshwomensaid.org.uk/what-we-do/live-fear-free-helpline/ (Accessed 12 Oct. 2024).

