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INTRODUCTION

In the philosophy and reality of education, virtual learning environments (VLE) have recently emerged as an important subject in (Weller, 2007). VLEs are virtual environments that can be used by educators and students to present and exchange resources and events and connect with each other. 

These sites can be used to teach a full online course or as a face-to-face course support feature. VLEs provide a way to organise the learning process, express the learning experience expected and encourage the participation of tutors and learners in the experience. The primary aim is to promote, inspire and have learning opportunities that go beyond the classroom.

In principle, a well-maintained VLE can encourage students with all learning types to pursue the best possible instruction, so that they do not concentrate on auditory learners only (i.e. those who learn best by hearing (Williams and Fardon, 2005; Vigentini, 2009)) in an entirely lecture-based environment. 

If the VLE tools do not fulfil the students' needs - both in terms of their structure (text files, audio files, images, etc.) and content - the VLE is essentially made worthless because it does not contribute to the learning of the students (LibGuides: Help with referencing: Government publication or report, 2021)


PRIMARY DATA


In the next few lines I am going to demonstrate with some graphs, what are the primary data that I have collected by doing the survey


Figure 1. Histogram of age


In this figure we can see that the majority of the people using VLE are between 25-35 years old, followed by 35-45 old.


Figure 2. A pie chart showing the gender


In this figure we can see that 10 out of 18 students are female who are learning by VLE.



Figure 3.  A pie chart showing the devices used for VLE


As VLE is all about virtual and as most of the people stay at home for VLE we can understand by this why people tend to use more the desktop than any other devices. As by using a device like desktop you need to sit so you get more concentrated and you pay more attention to it instead of using a device like a mobile.


Figure 4. Histogram how easy and hard it is using moodle


The majority of the people do think its easy and not that hard using moodle.
This is because of the age as more people now are getting comfortable using advanced technology than the people compared with some previous years as they found this more difficult.


Figure 5. Pie chart showing hours spent on moodle during a week.


The vast majority of the people are staying with moodle 1-2 hours a week.


Figure 6. Pie chart showing if VLE is a good way to continue our learning.


Almost one third of the people are happy to continue their learning through VLE.
This is because it saves us a lot of time which we would spend in going to the class room from our home. Some shy people like me like more VLE as it is done without less interaction with other people as we don’t talk that much with new people.


Figure 7. Histogram showing if by using VLE we would have some spare time.
 

By this histogram we can all agree that a positive effect of VLE is that get a little bit of spare time in our hands, this is because as we are learning virtually we don’t need to prepare ourselves and travel in the morning to go to the university but we can stay at home and follow the lesson through our technological devices.


Figure 8. Pie chart showing the most prefer way of learning


Almost everybody prefer face to face learning as this is way more effective than VLE learning. One of the main reason for this will be as you are attending the lesson in the class room you are way more concentrated instead of following the lesson virtually. 


Figure 9. Histogram showing us the assistance received when using VLE.


As VLE is done virtually it is quite difficult to give the same amount of assistance to each and every student. There are even a lot of student who doesn’t speak up while they follow the lesson virtually, but when they are in the class room the teacher will give assistance to them even when it is not asked as the teacher will already know which student need help as they make a good relationship with every student in the class.








Figure 10. A scale showing how much the student are pleased with VLE.


As every student thinks differently everybody here had a quite mixed thinking, this is due to the fact that not everybody is good with technology but as we go through some more year all the people will get used to it at some point.



SECONDARY DATA


A VLE is an online interface that provides several instruments to facilitate and control learning (JISC, 2010). Course management and learning management systems are referred to by Green, Brown, & Robinson (2008) as "software packages that allow an instructor to deliver portions of or an entire course via a Web-based environment" (p. 17). As these authors say, by encouraging teachers to pick and use multiple tools and applications to review course material, VLEs play the role of facilitating instruction. To establish a simulated meeting place for teachers and pupils.

A "VLE allows you to create online courses and to enrol students in them; inside the courses themselves, you can combine various resources with more interactive elements, like quizzes, questionnaires.." (Dudeney & Hockly, p. 153). 
Teachers can, for example, use chat to personally connect with their students or send a message, and they can use Skype or video conferencing to schedule a meeting if they wish to engage with their learners. Examples on how external resources can be connected as a repository to a VLE are these applications.

Either of two forms may be VLEs. A VLE will, on the one hand, consist of software sold to an educational organisation by a corporation, with the instructor following the activities and services uploaded. In the other side, with free software, the instructor will set up a VLE. In other words, the former is more institutional, as Walker & White (2013) put it, while the latter is teacher-led.

The institution-led VLE form may be a preferable alternative for teachers who may find the use of a VLE time-consuming because they have to tailor VLE activities to course material and give customised guidance to students; whereas, for those who want to build their own tasks and play with technical technologies, the teacher-led VLE may be the alternative. "This, of course, involves teachers in more work and may require some technological expertise, as opposed to institutional VLEs which do it all for you" (Walker & White, 2013, p. 143).

In the area of language teaching and learning, new innovations have been seamlessly applied to the degree that both teachers and students now have a variety of tools, approaches and pathways to a more productive language teaching and learning process.


CONCLUSION

When it comes to the views of students of the use of a VLE in their language learning process, it can be inferred that after having familiarity with it, the number of students who considered the use of the Internet and the opportunities that come with it as pointless, confounding and daunting decreased substantially. 

Such students see the use of a VLE as helpful and find the applications used simple and practical during the process. As would be anticipated, most students choose to use ICT tools over the conventional textbook; however, there is still a part of the student population that is not persuaded of this preference considering the advent of new technology.

Students were somehow led to assume that their digital expertise was not as strong as they claimed at the beginning of the research through exposure to educational technologies, not the same technology they use in their everyday lives. Likewise, the technical ability of their instructor was not as poor as initially viewed by the students. 

Those students known as digital natives may be able to use the devices and software they mostly use for networking or entertainment, but they are grappling with the resources and services that serve more scholarly purposes. Nevertheless, students say that in class, teachers should also use electronics.

Most students feel inspired and excited about using a VLE in their courses with respect to the attitudes of learners. Somehow, the use of a VLE enabled students to properly perform their duties while helping them to build confidence to improve their linguistic skills. In class engagement and actions, students showed improvement; they were largely on track during the process and appeared to relate history to fresh information. 
Thanks to the interactivity and availability of learning assignments, they demonstrated interest in technical tools and events, ensuring they had permanent access to them and received direct input on their success.
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Which device you normally use for your VLE?

Mobile 	Tab 	Laptop	Desktop	2	1	10	5	

 How easy you find using moodle?

very easy	easy	hard	very hard	6	9	2	1	


How many hours do you spend on moodle during a week?

1-2 hours	3-4 hours	5-6 hours	7-8 hours	12	5	1	

Do you think VLE is a great way to continue our learning?

YES	NO	13	5	

By using VLE do you have any spare time left to use for the rest of the day?

YES	NO	18	0	


Which way of learning you prefer the most?

Face to face learning 	VLE learning	16	2	

Do you receive the same assistance in VLE from your teachers as you would got from learning in the class?

YES	NO	4	14	


On a scale from 1 to 5 how much pleased are you with VLE ( 1 is not pleased and 5 is very pleased )

1	2	3	4	5	0	4	7	4	3	


 What is your age group?

18 - 25 	25 - 35 	35 - 45	45 +	3	9	4	2	


what is your gender?


Male	Female	8	10	
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