ECSS6002	1501136	Assignment 1
Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’s devolved Government.

During this essay, discussions on Europe and the UK will be talked about and what their current situations are. We will also look at how Brexit is affecting Wales and its government along with discussions on post truth and its implications on Brexit talks. Manifestos such as the Labour, Conservatives and UKIP will be debated and whether if not the leaders of the manifestos have stuck to their word on creating a better Britain. This essay will feature Article 50 and discussions on poverty and how polices to tackle poverty are being unprioritized due to Brexit negotiations. The Ladder of Participation theory (1969) will be discussed and how this theory determines who has the power during the Brexit talks. Towards the end, discussions on the impact Brexit will have on the future will be discussed.  
‘Politics is not a game, but a serious business’ (Winston Churchill, 1874)
Politics is a serious business and now there is no room for fun and games as Europe and the UK are struggling. Firstly, Europe are having problems regarding their defence system. For many years, Europe have been criticised for their weapons system but over the last couple of years have they been brought up on it. The debate between Russia and their violations on territorial sovereignty in Georgia and Ukraine in 2008, problems in Crimea in 2014, mass migration in Africa and Middle East and now the Brexit referendum is causing a big problem for Europe. Europe are also concerned about President Donald Trump and his views on the defence system as he recently sparked views on the news regarding his conversations with Kim Jong Un and the nuclear button on their desks. Trump jokes about very serious stuff which of course is worrying Europe. (Scrafton, M, 2018)
Secondly and lastly, Europe are now debating on whether to tax plastic carrier bags. A recent report states that a tax on plastic bags could help the EU find new money for the Brexit budget. The European commission stated that by taxing plastic bags will help on wastage and finding money for the budget. The EU budget is paid for by the 28 members countries of the EU and with the UK leaving it will leave a hole of £11-11billion pounds per year. This leaves Europe with a very big problem and by considering taxing plastic bags is one step forward in finding that crucial money. (BBC News, 2018)
The UK are admittedly having difficulties now. The latest report from the BBC on health is that there are no hospital beds. Hospitals in Wales and England are struggling in finding beds for patients while claiming that ‘patients are dying in hospital corridors’. Patients are left stuck in the back of ambulances as there were no beds or trolleys to take them into A&E. Over 120 patients were in beds or lying in corridors and some patients died during that time. A&E’s in England have missed their four-hour waiting time target by a record in December where over 300,000 patients waited longer than they should have and statistics show that winter time is the worst time for hospitals as they struggle for staff, ambulances and beds. (see figure 1) A spokesperson said that the NHS needs ‘long term funding’. (BBC News, 2018) 
Scotland have also had difficulties as waiting times in Scotland’s major A&E unit hit their worst levels in December time. Northern Ireland had to bring in St John Ambulance volunteers to help them. The Welsh Government had said that the NHS was facing significant pressure and Theresa May also said that they are doing all they can do help fund the NHS. (Triggle, N, 2018)  
A major factor as to why the NHS is struggling is that people are living longer. (BBC News, 2018) Technology within the hospital are helping people live longer and now infectious diseases are not a threat, numbers of heart attacks claiming lives of people early are changing for the good and cancer is not known as a death sentence because half of people are surviving longer. (see figure 2). NHS England are pressuring the Government for more funding as figures show that NHS England will have to postpone 55,000 non-urgent operations due to shortage of staff and money. This could cause major implications for the patients as they may have to wait even more weeks or months for their operation and they may not have the time or money to do so. (Sky News, 2018).  
According to Sky News, three leading health charities have said that the NHS will need and extra £4billion this year. The Government only assigned £1,9billion in the autumn which clearly is not enough, and it is also estimate that there could be a £20billion funding gap at the end of this year. This proves to be very worrying as the UK simply does not have the money that the Government say they have to help fund the NHS.   
Recent figures for the NHS England show how desperate they are. In December 2017, 14,323 patients waited at least half an hour before being admitted into A&E care compared to the previous of 11,852 patients which is a 21% rise. (The Guardian, 2017). This is a big rise. A total of 95,392 patients arrived by ambulance in that month alone where a major impact was the flu and the norovirus which affected half the UK and the hospitals as some hospitals had to shut down certain wards due to staff being ill and no one to control the wards. 
Regarding the UK, Brexit has become a constant problem. One problem is that due to Brexit many jobs will be lost. Sadiq Khan reporting from the Guardian has stated that over half a million jobs and £50 billion investment will be lost by 2030 due to Brexit. The Mayor of London stated that “the harder the Brexit we end up with, the bigger the potential impact on jobs, growth and living standards” (Khan, S, 2018). In terms of the UK, Brexit will harm the UK economy while hurting the people living there as Khan detailed there will be problems with living conditions, the funding and economy as these issues will decrease rapidly. Furthermore, complications to the UK which they do not need as there are enough issues to deal with in the UK alone and by having Brexit in the air is complicating matters worse. The Mayor of London was a big supporter of the remain campaign and has fought hard for the UK to stay in the EU single market and customs union and when we do leave the EU, the single market will be all but gone which will be a big hole in the UK’s economy. (The Guardian, 2018) 
Khan has come up with possible scenarios for when Brexit will be issued. One scenario is that when we leave in March 2019 without the single market and customs union, 482,000 jobs will be lost throughout UK and a loss of £46.8 billion in investment by 2030. Another scenario is that in terms of technology and construction, 92,000 jobs will be less in science and technology while 43,000 will be lost in construction. The ‘softer approach’ as Khan stated would be that the UK to remain in the single market but leave customs union, this outcome would only lose 120,000 jobs as opposed to the 482,000 if we left both the single market and customs but even so, the outcome for all scenarios is a dead end as too many jobs will be lost not to mention funding.  Therefore, Brexit has already had an effect on employment in the UK with many more issues still arsing while Theresa May discuss issues in Brussels. (Walker, P 2018) 
Still debating about the UK, there have been discussions in the House of Commons and a certain phrase has made the UK wary. During talks regarding the Brexit bill, a phrase was coined after the outcome called ‘the power grab’. According to the Herald Scotland, the UK government have run out of time to amend their Brexit Bill by declaring that it is not a power grab from Scotland. (The Herald, 2018) It seems that a mis communication has happened, because the UK have seemed not to mention all information that has been discussed about Brexit and leadership. Mike Russell, Scotland’s Brexit minister had stated that himself and his government will not sign any exit deal until the UK and Europe guarantee in writing the protection of Holyrood and its powers. From this alleged mistake, the phrase ‘power grab’ has been circling the air and claiming that the UK are stealing Scotland Power but according to local papers, it seems the UK government have run out of time to amend this situation. (The Guardian, 2018)
Back in June 2017, Theresa May called for a snap election where the results ended with a ’hung Parliament’ resulting in Theresa May not getting a majority voting. During this election, each party issued a manifesto to the public to win the UK’s vote. First, the Labour’s manifesto consisted of these key points: scrap student tuition fees, freer child care, re-introduce the 50p rate of tax on the highest earners (above £123,000), tax rate 45p on £80,000 and above and many more. However, all these key policies have a downside. Take the free child care policy, for Corbyn to achieve this, it would cost and additional £5.3 billion to do so and if this policy would ever be successful, people are concerned whether he would give free childcare to wealthy families because the conservatives policy is free child care to those families who earn lower than £100,000. (BBC News, 2017)
Secondly, the UKIP manifesto consisted of the key policies: reducing net migration to zero in five years, a ban on the wearing of face coverings in public places, an extra £11 billion every year for the NHS and social care by 2022 and many more. One policy that stood out to the public more was the ban on burkas on the grounds that they were lacking in Vitamin D from the sunlight which is not a choice for Paul Nuttall; former UKIP leader to decide where or not Muslims are lacking in vitamin D. It is a Muslims religion to wear a burka and if they thought they were lacking in vitamin D, then Muslims would decide that themselves not UKIP. According to Neil Hamilton, this policy had gotten in the way of prominent issues. This election then resulted in UKIP winning no seats and the voting to fall from 12.5% down to 1.8%. (BBC News, 2017). Therefore, UKIP’s downfall is that less pressing issues are getting in the way of very important issues that need to be tackled fist which in some cases is why UKIP are not very popular regarding their policies. 
Lastly, the Conservatives manifesto involved these key policies: Scrap free school lunches for infants in England, but offer free breakfasts across the primary years, pump an extra £4bn into schools by 2022, ‘Increase the amount levied on firms employing non-EU migrant workers’ and many others. The policy on scraping free school lunches had raised issues because families with low income would be affected by this policy resulting in those children from a low-income family to have no food at lunchtime. If this were to happen, this would be a bigger issue as some children would be going hungry and the extra £$ billion that Theresa May had offered to schools should go to supporting children from low income families and not scraping school lunches. (BBC News, 2017).
 However, due to the result ending in a ‘hung Parliament’, all the party’s policies wouldn’t be issued as they all lost apart from the Conservatives. Even though the Conservatives lost, they did have enough votes to form a government but to achieve the policies, Theresa May and her party had to do a deal with the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). The DUP are supporters of the Conservatives and had to make certain compromises towards some of the polices as the DUP may not have agreed with them all. Also, Theresa May had to give the DUP a sum of money to issue some policies but the DUP now in a way have power over Theresa May and her party as they have a leverage so will support her whenever they feel like it and when it is right for Northern Ireland. Therefore, it all comes down to money, budgets, funding and corruption.
This now leads us towards Article 50, which states that any EU member has the right to quit singly. Brexit has and will affect the whole of the UK and Europe but the country that will be affected most by this change is Wales. Not only will the people of Wales be affected but our devolved government as well. Firstly, a devolved government essentially means the transfer of powers from the UK Parliament to Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland parliaments. The devolved powers which are given to Wales are education, environment, health and social welfare, housing, government and many more. In other words, Wales have the power to make decisions and laws regarding health and education. They also have the power to create laws regarding Welsh history such as historical buildings, tourism, town planning, the Welsh language and numerous more. (BBC News, 2010). 
This brings us onto Sherry Arnstein. Her work on the Ladder of Participation theory (1969) has helped people see the levels of power certain people have, whether they are in jobs, governance, etc. The Ladder consists of 8 steps; the first couple of steps are known as non-participation and tokenism where she sates that no participants need to be involved in genuine participation but educate them and when they reach tokenism, the participants begin to have a voice and get heard but they are powerless at this stage and are overpowered by those higher up the ladder. Further up the ladder, the participants are negotiating and engaging with those in power until they reach the final stage in which the powerless become the ones in power. (Scottish Engagement Programme, no date) In a way, a devolved government have similar aspects to the Ladder. If we say that the public are the powerless and until they get heard and gain control of the power, they will do what they can to be heard by protesting, raising awareness, charity organizations, interviews with politicians until they reach the top and governments are aware of issues being raised and discussions are being made in local and national assemblies. 
The powers that the Welsh assemblies have could be affected due to Brexit. Since 2000, Wales have been given over £4billion of European Union money and all the money goes towards creating a better Wales. The funding has gone towards building a new bay campus for Swansea University which cost £40 million, town Centre improvements in Merthyr, Llanelli and Pontypridd which costs £80 million, Cardiff University Brain Research and Imaging Centre which costs £16.2 million and many more. With the money from the EU, they have helped Wales create 36, 970 of jobs, helped 229,110 of people gain qualifications and helped farmers with payment.  This is a great partnership between Wales and the EU because without their money, Wales wouldn’t be like it is today; better and proud.  (Wales Online, 2016). 
However, with Brexit officially been issued, there could be problems for Wales. The UK government will now have to find a way to fund Wales and other devolved nations that the EU have helped. The Welsh economy and agriculture are highly dependent on the single market and by leaving the EU means no more deals with the single market which puts Wales at risk. Wales Online have stated that Brexit will lead to an increase of devolved powers and responsibilities towards devolved nations which will mean that more pressure will be building for Wales and other nations. There have also been discussions that Wales may be overlooked during the Brexit negotiations as Wales lacks control compared to Scotland and Northern Ireland regarding Brexit and the people of Wales are making themselves heard so that the UK Government do not forget Wales and make sure that they protect Wales during the follow up to Brexit. (Wales Online, 2017)
Another issue that Wales might have is that due to Brexit, the four nations will have to work together after Brexit. The UK Government and the devolved governments will have to work together in creating solutions on how to work with each other for the sake of the UK and other nations and countries. This could prove tricky as there may be conflict and disagreements but with the mess Brexit will leave on UK especially Wales, they will have to find peace and work together. The Repeal Bill has also sparked concerns with the Welsh Government as the bill states that European Laws will no longer apply in the UK along with the Barnett Formula. Carwyn Jones stated that without the Barnett Formula, Wales will lose heavily. On the other hand, the UK government have ensured that the Repeal Bill will not take any powers from the devolved nations immediately after Brexit but will protect the UK internal market, and allow some power of decision making for certain issues. (Wales Online, 2017) 
Due to funding problems for Wales after Brexit, the Welsh Government have created a policy called ‘Regional Investment in Wales after Brexit’. The first step to this policy is creating a novel approach to economic development and investment for Wales. This policy will link with another paper called ‘Securing Wales’ future’ which will include everything the people of Wales will want to know about Wales’ Government view and vision of Wales after Brexit. (Gov.uk, 2017) 
According to the paper ‘Regional Investment in Wales after Brexit’, one part called ‘Investing in our future’ has stated that they will keep managing EU funds to create a better Wales until 2023 which means that the Wales Government will do all they can to keep handling EU funds and will find ways to keep funds after Brexit so that Wales does not get too badly affected. (Welsh Government, 2017, pg:24)
During the negations for Brexit, leave campaigners went one step forward into making leave a better option for the UK by putting on a double decker London bus ‘We send the EU £350 million a week, lets fund our NHS instead’. Now, it has come to the public’s attention that the big statement on the bus was one big lie. According to an online newspaper, the leave campaign would never have won if the public knew that the statement was a big lie. Figures came out shortly after that the UK send £156 million a week to the EU which was nowhere near what the leave campaigners had said. (New Statesman, 2017). This statement has left people feeling used because when we do leave the EU, the NHS will be getting considerably less money than what they had planned to offer them in the first place. The UK have a £58 billion hole after Brexit and to refill that hole, the Government will have to raise taxes or spending cuts on the NHS for example. This is what is known as ‘post truth’, where if we see a statement or if a person tells you something, you assume that it is the truth without looking at the facts behind it. For example, the NHS bus that has been discussed, people believed that the UK were sending that much money and thought if we leave we won’t need to pay them anymore money until someone had told the news that it was all lie leaving those who voted to leave feel a tiny bit guilty. George Orwell once said 
‘reality is not external. Reality exists in the human mind, and nowhere else …. Whatever the Party holds to be truth, is truth. It is impossible to see reality except by looking through the eyes of the Party.’ (Orwell, G, 1984)
With all the Brexit negotiations that have been happening and issues in Europe and the UK, many policies that the Government have said they would tackle seem to have moved back down the line and been forgotten. Groups who are at risk of exclusion have been unprioritized such as looked after children (LAC), the homeless, those living in poverty and many more. Take poverty, more than 13.5 million people were poor in the UK around 2008-09 which is 22% of the population and has increased over the last four years. Of that 13.5, 3.9 million are children living in poverty with over 0.6 million above the Government’s target rate of 25% reduction target; A target that the Government must eradicate child poverty by 2020. (Alcock, P et al, 2012). 
Almost a quarter of the Welsh population are in poverty and is costing the country £3.6billion a year, which is a fifth of the Welsh Governments budget. According to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, poverty may rise when the UK leaves the EU due to the funding Wales receive from Brussels. This sparks concerns as South Wales valleys are one of the most deprived areas in the UK. (The Guardian, 2016). In Wales, poverty is linked to public spending on health, social care, education and the police of an additional £3.6 billion a year which is why funding is priority for Wales when we leave the EU. The UK government should keep a sum of money for Wales to support the funding the EU gave to Wales which is a sum of £400 million a year which goes towards rebalancing the Welsh economy and support employment growth. 
To conclude, issues within Europe and the UK are most certainly affecting Wales and its government. Brexit is one of the key issues affecting the whole of Europe at the minute and the UK were not expecting that the leave option would be the outcome considering Theresa May was a strong candidate for the remain campaign which made her situation even more difficult. There are many issues that are being raised about what will happen to the UK after Brexit, what about funding, who will be affected and so on. No one knows the answer to these until we finally leave in March 2019 which isn’t that far away. There are many pressing issues revolving around Brexit that the public are concerned about such as Homelessness, poverty, LAC, funding, employment, the NHS and many more but the UK government are simply stressed and who can blame them as the public would not want to be in Theresa May’s shoes at the minute. However, some good may come out of leaving Brexit some people would say that the UK will become independent again, trade deals will be easier, etc. but the downfall for the UK especially Wales is the EU funding as we are solely dependent on that money. Therefore, Brexit is definitely affecting Wales, the rest of the UK and Europe but there may be a light at the end of the tunnel for us all, but we will not know until 2019. 
‘Some people think that it is the end of the world. It’s not. On the contrary, it’s a massive opportunity for this country’. (Boris Johnson, 1964)
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