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To what extent can traditional religious ideas of evil be seen to be applicable in the modern world?

	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To evaluate the extent to which modern instances of ‘evil’ such as the holocaust, 9/11 etc. can be understood through the definitions and doctrines provided by traditional religions e.g. Christianity, Islam, Hinduism
· To establish whether alternative/nontheological definitions of evil (atheist, philosophical, literary) are more applicable given how far society has developed since these religious doctrines were written 
· To offer a critical analysis of the above and the relevance of traditional religious ideas in our modern understanding of morality/evil


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

Evil is a concept that has plagued humanity, particularly within the context of organised religion, for millennia. As such, thinkers throughout history have conceived innumerable definitions of what it means to be or do ‘evil’. And whilst there are significant differences between religious conceptualisations, the notion of evil is still a prominent aspect of the dogma in a number of the world’s largest religions. For instance, Christians are taught to avoid the seven deadly sins as mechanisms for leading moral lives as prescribed by God, in very overt terms. By comparison, Hinduism teaches of the eternal balance of karma and dharma and sees evil as a fundamentally necessary component of that cosmic balance, ultimately bought about by the actions of people, but nonetheless crucial to living a holy life. 

The issue that arises however is that in the past century alone humanity has seen genocide, atomic weaponry, terrorism, and the rise and fall of several dictatorships. And whilst each faith may hold its own central beliefs about what evil is, whether it actually exists and what it means for humans to commit evil acts, the reality is that many of the scriptures on which these religions are based were written thousands of years before the modern age. As such, we are faced with the prospect that as we continue to move forward, we have and will continue to encounter and be capable of immorality and evil inconceivable to the likes of Confucius or early Christians. Thereby begging the question of whether the definitions found within traditional religion can actually continue to offer insight into evil as we presently understand it

However, if it is argued that religion can no longer suitably define evil, does that necessarily mean that any other definition can? Secular thinkers, such as the philosopher Kant, approached the concept of evil from the perspective that it is best understood not in terms of a deity but in the terms of the natural and moral evils of the world. In the context of the specific kind of ‘human evil’ being discussed here, Kant argued that humans are intrinsically inclined towards committing evil and that it is the will behind an act that makes it either good or evil, not necessarily the act itself. Others state simply that the extent of wrongfulness is the defining feature of evil. Despite a lack of common thought in relation to ideas of secular morality, the question of how we define evil outside the realms of religious doctrine still remains. Is it fundamentally easier to understand modern acts of immorality or evil from a secular perspective than it is from a religious stance?

Thus is the purpose of the present discussion; to consider the religious doctrines of evil that underpin some of the largest religions of the modern era (Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Confucianism) and assess whether they can offer any genuine insight into modern evil in comparison to more secular thought. 
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