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1. “could you give me some themes surrounding the perceptions of male perpetrators of domestic abuse compared to female perpetrators”
2. “could you give some dissertation inspiration around these topics”
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Task 1: Mind Map of Ideas · Gender-related inequalities can influence case attrition and outcomes (McPhee et al., 2021).
· Stereotypes framing men as perpetrators can influence judgements where both parties are at fault (Hine et al., 2020).
· Gender differences appear in offender recidivism and intervention outcomes (Muftic and Bouffard, 2007).
· Male suspects more likely to be arrested (Hamilton and Worthen, 2010).

· Media shapes public perceptions of domestic abuse within a patriarchal framework (Smith, Bond and Jeffries, 2019).
· Male victims are often blamed for their victimisation in the media (Hanson and Lysova, 2021).
· Posters depicting female victims were rated as more effective than with male victims (Shortland and Palasinski, 2016).
· Female offenders receive more stigmatising media coverage (doubly deviant) (Niblock, 2017).



How does gender of domestic abuse perpetrators influence criminal justice responses?
Are male and female offenders treated differently by police and courts in domestic abuse cases?





To what extent does the media reinforce gendered stereotypes of abusers?
What role does the media play in shaping public understanding of domestic abuse and gender?

· Male-perpetrated viewed as more serious compared to female (Seelau and Seelau, 2005).
· Male victims less likely to report (Morgan and Wells, 2015).
· Traditional gender roles and stereotypes contribute to the normalisation of abuse (Alvarez, Lameiras-Fernandez and Campbell, 2018).
· Perceptions of severity are influenced by gender stereotypes (Hamby and Jackson, 2010).





· A lot of female-perpetrated violence is characterised as self-defence or retaliatory (Boxall, Dowling and Morgan, 2020).
· Influence of radical feminism on the invisibility of female-perpetrated domestic abuse (Hamel, 2007).
· Female-perpetrated sexual abuse is often dismissed (Bates and Weare, 2020).

How do societal expectations of gender shape beliefs about who can be an abuser?
To what extent do traditional gender norms affect public judgement of responsibility and danger in domestic abuse cases?

How is domestic abuse perpetrated by women minimised or excused?
How do perceptions of female perpetrators contribute to the invisibility of male victims of domestic abuse?








[bookmark: _Toc161332005]

Task 2: Research Proposal  
[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
	NAME: 

Calan Wilkins
	 ID No.: 
 2400656

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
“He Did It, She Snapped”: A critical comparison of the gendered media portrayal of domestic abuse perpetrators in England and Wales.
This is a worthy topic for an undergraduate dissertation as domestic abuse is a highly relevant topic in England and Wales, and the media plays a significant role in shaping and framing public perceptions. There is plenty of research that focuses on male perpetrators and female victims with limited research on the opposite side; this study will shine a light on both sides comparatively and provide understanding of how gendered narratives influence perceptions of domestic abuse and victimhood within contemporary society. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Aim - a key aim within this study is to explore and identify the contrasting portrayals of male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse across different media outlets. A critical element of this study is to examine how gendered narratives and media framing contribute to societal perceptions of domestic abuse, specifically in relation to blame, victimisation, seriousness, and stigmatisation. 
Objectives: 
· Distinguish the differences in media portrayals of male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse across various media outlets. 
· Examine the role the media plays in reinforcing gender stereotypes and in influencing societal perceptions of domestic abuse. 
· Analyse how different media outlets construct contrasting narratives around male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Section one of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 defines domestic abuse as behaviour of a person that is abusive between two people who are over 16 and are personally connected to each other. This behaviour can be physical, sexual, threatening, coercive, financial, or psychological and emotional. While it is recognised that both men and women can be perpetrators of domestic abuse, many frameworks prioritise male-committed abuse. Morgan et al. (2023) found there are many interventions for men that includes support for female partners and ex-partners; the focus on male perpetrators and their partners in these frameworks reflects a targeted approach to addressing male-perpetrated domestic abuse. Equally, service providers supporting male victims of female perpetrators have a lack of tailored services and funding, and gender stereotypes can deter male victims from seeking help, and these approaches do not adequately address the complexity of female-perpetrated domestic abuse (Pisano, Widanaralalage and Willmott, 2025). This difference in treatment and interpretation creates a foundation for how domestic abuse is later represented in the media.
Building on the fundamental understanding of domestic abuse, it is important to consider how domestic abuse is theorised, specifically through a gendered lens. Feminist theory primarily conceptualises domestic abuse as rooted in patriarchal power and gendered expectations, and emphasises that it is a manifestation of broader societal gender inequalities and male dominance; whilst it acknowledges that men can also be victims, it maintains that men’s victimisation by women is still influenced by the patriarchy (Westmarland and Burrell, 2023). However, feminist theory often overlooks male victims and rarely recognises female perpetrators. According to Cunningham and Anderson (2023), research suggests that women experience more intimate-partner violence (IPV) overall and report more situations of most IPV acts and more severe forms of violence, and women tend to experience IPV at younger ages and have more perpetrators over their lifetime compared to men, drawing inspiration from the gender asymmetry debate. Social constructionist perspectives highlight that narratives around IPV often assign fixed emotional and behavioural characteristics to perpetrators based on gender. For example, offenders are commonly described using terms associated with anger and pathology, linking male perpetrators with aggression and psychological dysfunction, whereas female-perpetrated domestic abuse is often minimised or seen as less harmful as they do not fit the socially constructed narrative (Moro et al., 2025). This theory demonstrates that the media plays a crucial role in constructing public perspective of domestic abuse through its reporting.
Theories shape the understanding of domestic abuse, which is then reflected and reported in the media. The media chooses what to report and highlight, and shapes how the public interprets certain topics, setting an agenda and influencing what people think is important. Regarding domestic abuse, male perpetrators are often framed as violent and controlling, whereas female perpetrators are framed as victims themselves and often said to have been provoked or unstable. Garret (2023) states that media portrayals often emphasise individual-level dynamics of domestic abuse, which can obscure broader systematic factors such as patriarchal privilege. Similarly, screen adaptations tend to focus on interpersonal conflicts and victim-blaming rather than structural causes of gendered abuse.
Media framing strongly influences public perceptions of domestic abuse. Media representations often construct domestic abuse through gendered lenses that influence both the framing of victims and perpetrators and the public’s responses; analysis of the YouTube commentary of the ‘Depp v Heard’ trial in 2022 showed that commentators used phrases such as “Perfect Victim” and “Mutual Abuse” to minimise female victimhood and reinforce traditional and outdated gender norms that depict women as either pathological or equally culpable in abuse dynamics (Reidy, Abbott and Parker, 2023). Male victims often face disbelief and challenges in recognition as societal expectations, reflected in the media, about masculinity affect how abuse against men is perceived and reported; stereotypes about men’s roles and experiences shape the narratives around male victimisation, which can lead to underrepresentation and limited media attention (Hine, Bates and Wallace, 2020). According to Karlsson et al. (2018), female offenders are more frequently regarded as mentally ill and as victims of domestic abuse themselves, which suggests a tendency to view women who use force in intimate relationships through a lens of victimisation rather than solely as perpetrators. In contrast, media portrayal of male offenders often frames violence as unintentional or driven by situational factors such as emotional disturbances, jealousy, or substance abuse. This framing can lead to a lack of accountability in public narratives, as male offenders are sometimes depicted as victims of uncontrollable impulses or relational stressors (Cunha et al., 2022). This research suggests that the media reinforces gender stereotypes whereby female perpetrators are treated as exceptions and male victims are often invisible, ignoring the true complexities of domestic abuse.
Throughout the research, there is a clear focus on male perpetrators and female victims, with limited research on female perpetrators and male victim representation in the media and a lack of direct comparison between the two genders in media portrayal. It would be helpful to research the difference in language used in the media when reporting on male perpetrators and victims compared to female, as well as how they are portrayed across different media outlets, perhaps looking into how fiction can romanticise domestic abuse, specifically when it is committed by women, and how it differs to reality.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The main survey technique being considered is an online questionnaire, utilising both open-ended and close-ended questions to collect quantitative and qualitative data. An online questionnaire would allow for a wider sample size and reach a higher population compared to other survey techniques such as interviews or focus groups, as a link can be shared to many people. Collecting quantitative data allows for data collected to be easily compared and analysed for trends, whereas qualitative data provides deeper meaning and understanding of the data. Collecting both using open-ended and close-ended questions allows for not just raw, straightforward answers being collected, but also why people have answered the way they have, increasing validity of the research.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The intended participants for this research will be the general public. As it will be an online questionnaire, it will be able to reach many people, ideally at least one hundred participants. The questionnaire will aim to collect perspectives and perceptions of domestic abuse from the public, coming from students of the university, posted on social media, and sending to friends and family personally, who can then send it to other people to reach an even wider population.


	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Cunha, O., Pererra, B., Cruz, A. R., Goncalves, R. and Rodrigues, A. D. C. (2022) ‘Intimate Partner Violence: Perceptions and Attributions of Male Perpetrators’, Journal of Forensic Psychology Research and Practice, 24(3), pp. 338-358. Available at: https://doi-org.uwtsd.idm.oclc.org/10.1080/24732850.2022.2133663 
Cunningham, M. and Anderson, K. L. (2023) ‘Women Experience More Intimate Partner Violence than Men over the Life Course: Evidence for Gender Asymmetry at all Ages in a National Sample’, Sex Roles, 89(11-12), pp. 702-717. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2895064828?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=iPzUzffM9Qjqxc3Vri7PmWXS5yY67%2FWpk1LLvtH9hI8%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals 
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL
	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  






SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Calan Wilkins

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	Institute of Management and Health
Academic Discipline of Swansea Law School

	4
	Campus:
	SA1 Waterfront


	5
	E-mail address:
	2400656@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07506108638


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2400656

	8
	Programme of Study:
	LLB Law with Criminology

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Laura Knight





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☐
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☐

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	“He did it, She snapped”: A critical comparison of the gendered media portrayal of domestic abuse perpetrators in England and Wales.

	2
	Proposed start date:
	September 2026
	Proposed end date:
	May 2027

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
The media plays a significant role in shaping public understanding of domestic abuse. Whist it is widely studied, existing literature has focused on male perpetrators and female victims with limited attention given to the comparative portrayal of perpetrators based on gender, and a lack of research exploring how the media influences public perceptions of domestic abuse. The purpose of this research is to identify these gaps and focus on the gendered media portrayal of domestic abuse.


	4
	Research Question
“He did it, She snapped”: A critical comparison of the gendered media portrayal of domestic abuse perpetrators in England and Wales.

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
Aim - a key aim within this study is to explore and identify the contrasting portrayals of male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse across different media outlets. A critical element of this study is to examine how gendered narratives and media framing contribute to societal perceptions of domestic abuse, specifically in relation to blame, victimisation, seriousness, and stigmatisation. 

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
Objectives: 
· Distinguish between media portrayals of male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse across various media outlets. 
· Examine the role the media plays in reinforcing gender stereotypes and in influencing societal perceptions of domestic abuse. 
· Analyse how different media outlets construct contrasting narratives around male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse and the impact this has on public perception. 

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	An online survey is the only method being considered. Open-ended and close-ended questions will be used to collect both quantitative and qualitative data, so that trends and patterns can be analysed as well as the deeper meanings behind those answers. The open-ended questions will include a mix of tick boxes and Likert scales whereas the close-ended questions will simply just consist of a question and space for a longer answer. The survey will be distributed across social media in order to reach a wide number of participants, as well as using a snowballing technique, such as sending a link to family and friends who will then send it to other people they know.

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Online
Swansea

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	N/A



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
100


	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
The general public.


	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Participants will be anonymous.






	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
Emotional Distress



Data Security Risks


	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
Due to the sensitivity of domestic abuse, there will be clear consent, a trigger warning, no asking about personal experiences, and there will be a right to withdraw at any point.

Only the researcher will have access to any data collected and the storing of data will be in line with GDPR guidelines


	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	
Considering domestic abuse is a very sensitive topic, the purpose of the survey will be clearly outlined before the participants start, and helpline numbers will also be provided.


	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:
Emotional Distress

	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
If needed, the investigator will seek out services available to lessen the risk.


	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	At the end of the survey, the purpose of the research and the use of the data collected will be reiterated. This is also where access to any help services will also be provided.

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	Participants will be required to confirm that they are aged 18 or over and that they give their full informed consent before proceeding with the survey.

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	Participants will not be asked to provide any personal details and will also be asked not to state anything that may make them identifiable. Participants will be reassured that confidentiality and anonymity will be certain and respected.



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	Data collected will be written out for the researcher to more easily identify patterns; only the researcher will have access to this and paper will be locked away securely. 
Data will mainly be kept on a personal laptop that only the researcher has access to. This is protected by a password and will also requite another password to access the data, same with cloud storage.




	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	The researcher.



	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	The researcher.


	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
Data will be stored on a personal laptop, which is securely protected with passwords, and copied onto paper, which will be locked away and only the researcher will have access. Data will be kept digitally until the dissertation has been completed and marked. Data will be archived for a short amount of time in case it needs to be accessed again; participants will be informed of this.


	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
Data will only be stored personally and privately to limit who can access the data.


	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Calan Wilkins
	Date:
25/04/26




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.
















[bookmark: _Toc161332007]Task 4: Justification of the Chosen Research Method 

An online survey was selected because it is the most suitable method to collect data on public perceptions of domestic abuse. Due to the study aiming to explore how the media influences attitudes towards male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse, a survey is needed to gather responses from a range of participants and to collect both quantitative and qualitative data. It is also practically and ethically appropriate due to the anonymity and accessibility of online surveys. Microsoft Forms has been selected as the platform for data collection because it is accessible and easy to use for both the researcher and participants and supports anonymous participation, crucial especially due to the sensitive nature of domestic abuse. A strength of online surveys is that they can reach larger numbers and are low cost, and the participants have more time to consider their responses, allowing for more in depth and thoughtful responses, however, a conversational style where raw and more honest answers could be collected is lost (Jegede et al., 2020). The flexibility of online surveys allows for accommodation to multiple devices, including mobile phones, which is important given the rise in mobile phone usage amongst participants (Wardropper et al., 2021). However, despite being able to reach a wider sample, response rates in online surveys tend to be lower than other data collection methods; low response rates can introduce bias, affecting the representativeness of the ample and the validity of the results (Pederson et al., 2020). Overall, an online survey has been chosen due to its practicality and ability to collect both quantitative date and qualitative date, through the use of open-ended and close-ended questions, in order to identify patterns and trends, as well as deeper meanings and reasons.







[bookmark: _Toc161332008]


[bookmark: _Toc161332009]Task 5: Draft Research Questions
Q) Which gender do you most commonly associate with the role “domestic abuser”?
	- male, female, both equally, unsure
Q) How serious do you perceive domestic abuse to be when perpetrated by:
	- male against female (Likert scale; not serious to very serious)
	- female against male (Likert scale; not serious to very serious)
Q) Who do you think is more likely to be acting in self-defence in domestic abuse situations?
	- male, female, both equally, unsure
Q) Why do you think male and female perpetrators of domestic abuse may be perceived differently in terms of blame and responsibility?
Q) How often do you encounter news or media coverage of domestic abuse?
	- very often, sometimes, rarely, never
Q) Do you think the media portrays male and female perpetrators differently?
	- yes, no, unsure
Q) (If yes) Which gender do you think is portrayed as more dangerous?
	- male, female, unsure
Q) In what ways do you think the media portrays male and female perpetrators differently?
Q) Can you recall any specific examples of how domestic abuse was presented in the media?
Q) How do you think the language used in media reports influences how people perceive domestic abuse cases?
Q) How likely do you think male victims of domestic abuse are to be believed?
	- Likert scale; very likely to very unlikely
Q) Do you think domestic abuse against men is underreported?
	- yes, no, unsure
Q) Why do you think some victims may be less likely to report domestic abuse?
Q) If a news story described a person assaulting their partner, how would your perception change depending on the gender of the perpetrator?
	- more serious if male, more serious if female, no difference, unsure
Q) Please state your answer above and explain why.
Q) Do you believe media portrayals influence your own perceptions of domestic abuse? Why or why not?


Task 6: Evaluation of the Chosen Data Analysis Method 

To evaluate the data collected, a method of descriptive statistical analysis for the quantitative data collected. A descriptive statistical method of analysis involves summarising and describing the basic features of data in a study. It provides simple summaries about the sample and focuses on measuring tendency and dispersion and is used before applying more complex analysis (Mishra et al., 2019). Descriptive statistical analysis provides a structured way to organise data and enables the researcher to present an overview of the characteristics of collected data, which is essential for basic and simplified understanding, making the data more accessible (Harbison and Simmons, 2024).
For qualitative data collected, thematic analysis will be utilised. Thematic analysis is a qualitative data analysis method focused on identifying, analysing, and reporting patterns or themes within data (Kiger and Varpio, 2020). Thematic analysis is flexible, being applicable to various types of qualitative data and can help organise and interpret complex information. However, it can be time-consuming for the researcher and depends heavily on the researcher’s interpretative skills, introducing subjectivity and potential bias (Morgan, 2022).
A mix of these data analysis methods will be used as both quantitative and qualitative data will be collected. This combination allows for triangulation of data, enhancing the validity of the findings, answering how many people think a certain way and how those ideas are constructed.
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Potential Research Areas


How gender can effect criminal justice responses to domestic abuse


Gender Stereotypes with domestic abuse


Minimisation of female-perpetrated domestic abuse


Media influence of gender stereotypes with domestic abuse
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