Discuss, what makes a civilisation
Childe, like Colin Renfrew, from the book ‘on the civilization origins in the Ancient Greek world’, where he argues that the main attributes of ancient societies that define what makes up civilisation, included the following characteristic scales, as defined by Childe’s observations on the archaeological record: social stratification, highly developed handicraft specialization, town centres, written language, monumental or religious construction. At that Renfrew believes that at least two of the last three scales are enough (Renfrew 1972: 3–7). As such the pursuit of what makes civilisation this essay will look in to two aspects of this and try to assimilate it to ancient Mesopotamia to identify key characteristics that could identify a civilisation.
Firstly, is the idea of urban centres in which centres around the key movement of agricultural settlements congregate to create cities. This development termed as ‘Urbanization’ beginning in Mesopotamia during the Uruk period from around 4300-3100 BCE which scholars are yet to agree on. theorised to be when a prosperous village with an increased surplus or protection attracted other settlements with a desire to attach to the more prosperous to share in their wealth. This links back to chides definitions of civilisation, the “appearance of urban centres” (Childe 1950).
This is seen in Mesopotamia by the earliest known/excavated city, Uruk (4500 BCE) situated in proximity to the Euphrates River. While the Sumerians did have the city of Eridu but due to no identifiable urban centres nor a clearly defined `city' in the same sense as that of Uruk or Ur. The structural safety and the urban living likely enticed many of the populace from the rural/ agricultural aria to urban centres/cities evidence for them being, “Uruk has revealed only a partial view of urban planning, as excavations focused largely on the monumental cult buildings in the city’s centre. Evidence for manufacturing is present in one area of the site” (Jennifer C. Ross and Sharon R. Steadman, 2017, pg. 61). Arguing the very presence of this centralised monumentality and urban environments demonstrated there was in fact urban centre. The continued urbanisation throughout Mesopotamia and its history and its replication in other cultures further suggesting that the existence of urban centres is key in the definition of a civilisation.
Language is a key interlink for the movement, expression and retainment of information, the evidence for it in a civilisation is a defining factor and whilst some civilisations like the Mesoamericans and the Incas have no written form of language, but even today there spoken language still alive alongside ether story’s and art demonstrating that while a written script is not a defining feature of civilisation to have a written script there are key forms of language as part of a civilisation, thus is another one of Childe’s classifications of “language and weighting” (Childe, 1950, pg. 23) and seen from Mesopotamia by Sumerian, an isolated language having no other known origin. Seen alongside Sumerian was the Semitic languages which were also spoken in Mesopotamia. But from the mid to late 4th millennium BC the creation of cuneiform only for use in administration, trade and religion as seen from the earliest known texts the ‘7 archaic tablets’ from a temple at uruk dedicated to Inanna.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From this comes evidence for its use in literature, Evidence of this use of literature by Trigger “it is likely that a considerable amount of Babylonian literature was translated from a list of Sumerian originals, and the language of religion and law." (Bruce G. Trigger McGill, 2003, pg. 35) most famous of these Sumerian texts was the ‘Epic of Gilgamesh’. Each division or book containing a single adventure of Gilgamesh. The whole story is a composite product, although it is probable that some of the stories are artificially attached to the central figure but the clear fact from the survival of script and the ability to translate it even now as a key aspect in Mesopotamian civilisation and thus applies to Childes definition as well as confirming it .
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