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ARTEFACT TASK 3: Elevator Pitch on Dementia

At the later stages in life when individuals are already vulnerable and fragile, some are faced with
further adversity where they can no longer remember things or people. This is due to a disease
known as dementia, where elderly people have language difficulties, impaired memory, struggle
with problem solving and a weakened ability for many other thinking abilities. It is very difficult for
them to cope with life on a daily basis, it is a hassle for dementia victims to do things such as:
grocery shopping, transporting from one place to another and communication with others, also
these things are relatively easy for most people it is extremely difficult for dementia patients to do,
yet so essential and necessary for the modern-day individual and also one's innate human needs.
Social interaction is important for the mental well-being of individuals as humans are naturally social
beings, dementia patients may have a lack of social interaction as well as many other things which
can be detrimental to their mental health alongside their deteriorated physical health. These insights
highlight that people with dementia have complex needs and so therefore need special care
subjected to them. This sometimes may be difficult to provide and also can cost the government and
services a substantial amount of money, leading to some dementia patients and other people in
need of services unattended to. What makes it even more difficult for individuals suffering with
dementia is that they may also have another underlying health condition, did you know that 72% of
people living with dementia have another health condition or disability. It is also estimates that the
number of people with dementia in the UK will quadruple by the year 2040 (Alzheimer's Research
UK, 2013). With statistics like these there is a need for general concern for not only dementia
patients but also how the government, social services and many families across the UK will be able
to cope and whether or not people with dementia will be cared for. In the midst of a global
pandemic and economic turmoil it is also currently a calamitous period for many families and
dementia patients. | have therefore taken an active role in the fight against dementia, | believe that
it is imperative that we come together collectively to take a stance against dementia. Many
dementia cases are preventable, it is important for us to help fund things such as: research,
charities, hospitals and services to dementia patients. Research can aid in ameliorating our
understanding of dementia, which may also help in finding ways to treat it. By giving money to
charities, hospitals and services this will then provide better care for dementia patients, the money
can be used on things like equipment and also alleviate some financial issues that families with
dementia members may have. | am also taking part in a bake sale this weekend and | wish to see
familiar faces at the event, there will be delicious treats as well as beverages and much more for
friends and families. | hope that you have realised the importance of togetherness against tough
challenges like this and also realised the severity of the current and future issue at hand. Thank you
for listening attentively, | will now accept any questions or queries you may have.



REASONING FOR THIS TASK:

| chose this issue to talk about as | feel that this is not talked about enough within society, due to
awareness not being raised and people not knowing the severity of the situation. This has led to
many people unknowingly being ignorant towards the issues that the elderly face, this negative
ignorance needs to be stripped from society as it has devastating consequences, for example
families may lose their loved ones due to their family members not being looked after correctly.
Some services also may be cherry picking who they are treating and this is dangerous as it leaves a
surplus amount of people untreated. Social work should be based off of who needs help and not
what target population is in need of help. | also feel that by doing this pitch it can inspire others to
tackle situations where they see gaps in social services, by tackling more issues there will hopefully
be fewer issues within society and this can then allow society as a whole to move forward. This is
why | chose this topic as | believe it can have a snowball effect on socials issues, for example sexual
assault against women is common yet not talked about due to the stigma surrounding it. So, by
raising awareness for one subject, a cycle will then follow of social justice, this is definitely needed in
the current world we live in as unfortunately it is full of dangers which are not safe for anyone. With
crimes such as knife crimes on the rise, it is important that we tackle these issues effectively and
efficiently without wasting any time, because if time is wasted and not utilised these issues will just
continue to prevail and multiply, it is also important to take into consideration the safety and the
mindsets of our children as the future world will be in their hands.

REFERENCES:

Alzheimer's Association (2016). What Is Dementia? [online] Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia.

Available at: https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/what-is-dementia.

Alzheimer's Research UK (2013). Health and social care | Dementia Statistics Hub. [online] Dementia

Statistics Hub. Available at: https://www.dementiastatistics.org/statistics-about-dementia/health-

and-social-care/.

Moon (2022). Why the U.K is Collapsing: The Coming Economic Crisis. [online] www.youtube.com.

Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-wZHx8WILk&t=175s.

O’Neill, A. (2020). United Kingdom: life expectancy 1765-2020. [online] Statista. Available at:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1040159/life-expectancy-united-kingdom-all-time/.



https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/what-is-dementia
https://www.dementiastatistics.org/statistics-about-dementia/health-and-social-care/
https://www.dementiastatistics.org/statistics-about-dementia/health-and-social-care/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-wZHx8WILk&t=175s
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1040159/life-expectancy-united-kingdom-all-time/

