Professional Practice Framework

Ethical Statement on Research

‘Research’ is defined as any form of disciplined inquiry that aims to contribute to a body of knowledge or theory.

‘Research ethics’ refers to the moral principles guiding research, from its inception through to completion and publication of results and beyond – for example, the duration of data and physical samples after the research has been published. (ESRC, Research Ethics Framework p.7 n.d.)

All staff and students are required to conform to the requirements and guidelines of the University’s Research Ethics Code of Practice. This appplies to all research work for any individual project, thesis or assignment that involves an element of research, whether for undergraduate or postgraduate degrees, for a journal article or other publication. The Programme Coordinator or the Research Ethics Officer will be able to advise staff and students on the relevant guidelines. If necessary, the advice of the College Research Ethics Committee will be sought.

The following basic principles must be addressed whilst undertaking any work-based research activity:

· Compliance with protocol including professional Codes of Practice and Ethics.*
· Acting with integrity and treating people fairly whilst respecting the autonomy of individuals.
· Ascertaining the validity of all research by ensuring adequate identification, monitoring, reviewing and approval.
· Adherance to correct protocol in cases of insider or practitioner research where the researcher has a direct involvement or connection with the research setting.

Every student and member of staff must obtain permission (initially, through its Research Ethics Officer/Programme Coordinator) in regard to these ethical aspects, before undertaking any research work, whether it involves the collection of personal data or makes use of other sources.


* Work-based Research

In addition to adhering to the University’s Code of Practice on Research Ethics it is essential that the research also adheres to all workplace Codes of Practice and Ethical Protocols. 
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