Reflective Report
Rough title- Who do you think you are? Colonial Artefacts in European Countries/ Powers/ Museums. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At a time when people are becoming more socially and culturally aware, as a society, we must look back at the past to learn for the future. This dissertation will discuss artefacts that were taken at a time when European Countries held colonies around the world. Through this this dissertation will also consider and examine the Musuems that the artefacts that have been taken are located in.
	The main purpose of this assignment is to draw attention to this topic, especially as the French President Macron is advocating for the permanent return of colonial artefacts that were taken from their country of origin (Adams 2018). In addition, to this with the upcoming 50th anniversary of the UNESCO convention, an important piece of legislation on the Modern trafficking of cultural artefacts, it is important to look back at the results of the Convention and the issues brought about by it (UNESCO 1970). The same can be said for the 25th anniversary of the UNIDROIT convention ‘On Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects’ (UNIDROIT 1995). Another purpose of this dissertation is to examine the effect that these conventions have has on the illicit trafficking of cultural artefacts and the repatiriation of other artifacts. 
	Research that has been already gathered on this topic includes a variety of books, journals, newspaper reports and reports by UNESCO. There is a large amount of resources available, especially for specific cases studies, such as the Elgin Marbles. One of the main books that I read on this was ‘An Historical guide of the Sculptures of The Parthenon’, by the Trustees of the British Museum (British Museum Department of Greek and, Roman Antiquities 1965). As a result, we have to question the aim of the book even though in some areas it is reliable. However, in certain areas it may twist facts and opinions to suit the museums own agenda. Especially, pertaining to keeping the artefact in the British Museum, as that is where they have been since the early 1830’s (British Museum Department of Greek and, Roman Antiquities 1965), Waxman, 2008).  
	Other publications surrounding this topic are more general and include other case studies and different museums. The other main book, such as ‘Loot’ by Sharon Waxman, focuses on the Elgin Marbles, but also on the Rosetta Stone (Waxman 2008). It also mentions museums such as the Louvre and other items seen in other museums. ‘The Return of Cultural Treasures’ edited by Jeanette Greenfield, has a variety of essays on this topic ranging on alternative countries such as Russia, America and Canada. This book also covers Laws and regulations to do with the topic of the repatriation of cultural artefacts and the modern day trafficking of it. 
The aim of this dissertation is to investigate and scrutinize two or three European Museums and two or three Museums and Heritage sites where the fragments from the past could be returned to. This dissertation will showcase these Museums and the colonial artefacts that they hold and which are on display. European Museums will be analysed with regards to their colonial artefacts and their policies pertaining to the repatriation of items, in addition to looking at any replies to requests for items to be repatriated and their reasons for the item to not be repatriated. European Museums that will be mentioned are the British Museum, the Louvre and the London Natural History Museum. With the British Museum, the main case study will be the Elgin Marbles, as wells as the Benin Bronzes and the Moai from Easter Island (Waxman 2008, France-Presse 2018). Regarding the Louvre, it will examine the Rosetta Stone and African art pieces. For the Natural History Museum London, it look at the two neanderthal skulls from Gibraltor (Wilding, 2019).  This dissertation will be discussing and looking at the sites and Museums that the artifacts would be repatriated to, for example the National Archaeological Museum of Athens for items such as the Elgin Marbles. 
	For further and primary research to be gathered, excursions and visits will need to be planned, specifically to the British Museum, The Louvre, Natural History Museum London, Acropolis Museum and the Acropolis, and the National Archaeological Museum of Athens.  
However, before these visits occur, in-depth research will be gathered on the subject of the Museums and artefacts that have been looted and the laws surrounding looting and the trafficking of cultural artefacts, both national and international. Gathering the research will involve looking at a range of resources including reports, articles, journal and books. 
One of the main theories relating to the topic is post-colonialism. It is important to discuss this theory with regards to items that have been taken from countries at the time when a colonial power was in control of them, and is the reason why these items were taken in the first place and are still on display in the country that at the time controlled them, or were given as gifts to foreign civilians. However, since the colonies no longer exist we now look back at this time with the viewpoint of post-colonialism. Agency is an important theory that will be briefly discussed within this dissertation as they are used to support claims of repatriation. Agency is important with this as people from where the artefact has come from give these items a soul and even emotions. 
	 At the end of the disseretation, the main aim is to way in on the debate about repatriation but to draw attention to this debate. To achieve this, further research and visits to the Museums and sites to gather primary sources, in addition to images of the case studies. 





Bibliography
ADAMS, G., 2018, Nov 28,. Macron report advocates permanent return of Colonial-era African object . Museums Association- Museums Journal.
BRITISH MUSEUM DEPARTMENT OF GREEK AND, ROMAN ANTIQUITIES, 1965a. An historical guide to the sculptures of the Parthenon. Rev. edn. London: London : The Trustees.
BRODIE, N. and TUBB, K.W., 2002. Illicit antiquities : the theft of culture and the extinction of archaeology. London; New York: London; New York : Routledge.
CHAMBERLAIN, K., 2004. War and cultural heritage : an analysis of the 1954 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its two protocols. Leicester: Leicester : Institute of Art and Law.
COOK, B.F.(., 1984. The Elgin marbles. London: London : published for the Trustees of the British Museum by British Museum.
COOKSON, N., 2000. Archaeological heritage law. Chichester: Chichester : Barry Rose Law Publlishers.
CUNO, J., 2014. Culture War: The Case Against Repatriating Museum Artifacts. Foreign Affairs, 93(6), pp. 119-129.
EDSON, G., 1997. Museum ethics. London: London : Routledge.
FAHY, A., 1994a. Collections management. London: London : Routledge.
FAHY, A., 1994b. Collections management. London: London : Routledge.
FITZ GIBBON, K. and AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR, CULTURAL POLICY, 2005. Who owns the past? : cultural policy, cultural property, and the law. New Brunswick, N.J.: New Brunswick, N.J. : Rutgers University Press : in association with the American Council for Cultural Policy.
FRANCE-PRESSE, A., 2018, 20 Nov. Easter Island governor begs British Museum to return Moai: 'You have our soul'.
LABADIA, S., 2013. UNESCO, Cultural Heritage, Understanding Universal Value. London: Roman & Littlefield.
LINDSAY IVAN, 2013. History of Loot and Stolen Art from Antiquity until the Present Day. London: Unicorn Press Ltd.
O'KEEFE, P.,J., 2000. Commentary on the UNESCO 1970 convention on illicit traffic. Leicester: Leicester : Institute of Art and Law.
PROTT, L.V., 1984a. Law and the cultural heritage / Vol.1, Discovery and excavation. Abingdon: Abingdon : Professional.
PROTT, L.V., 1984b. Law and the cultural heritage / Vol.1, Discovery and excavation. Abingdon: Abingdon : Professional.
SCARRE, C. and SCARRE, G., 2006. The ethics of archaeology : philosophical perspectives on archaeological practice. Cambridge: Cambridge : Cambridge University Press.
SKEATES, R., 2004. Debating the Archaeological Heritage&nbsp; London: Duckworth debates in Archaeology.
ST. CLAIR, W., 1998. Lord Elgin and the marbles. Oxford; New York: Oxford; New York : Oxford Univesity Press.
UNESCO, 2018. Fighting the Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property: a Toolkit for European Judiciary and Law Enflrocement. France: UNESCO.
UNESCO, 1970. UNESCO Convention on the means of prohibiting and preventing the Illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural property. 
UNIDROIT, 1995. UNIDROIT Convention on stolen or illegally exported Cultural Objects. 
WAXMAN, S., 2008. Loot. New York: Times Books.
WILDING, M., 2019, 18 Feb. Museums grapple with rise in pleas for return of foreign treasures.London. The Guardian
 
