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This essay will compare the lives of female slaves in rich and poor households in classical Athens.  It will do this by looking at the jobs given to slaves in rich and poor households.  It will discuss wealthy households’ female slaves and how they would have more specialised roles 1.  It will then discuss how poorer households would have one or two slaves, and how these slaves would have a skill which would financially benefit the household.  
In wealthy households’ female slaves would have more specialist roles and have many slaves.  The jobs of female slaves included housekeepers, cooks, dancers, nurses and wet nurses.  When compared to the poorer families they did not require their slaves to earn money for the household2.  Wet nurses were most often used in wealthy households, although many at the time criticized the use of wet nurses but it was often used in cases where it was medically needed or due to aristocratic ideals that did not permit upper-class mothers to physically exert themselves with nursing a child.  In a poorer family if the mother died in childbirth or was unable to nurse their child themselves, they would be raised by relatives or neighbours instead of by a wet nurse.  In a wealthy family if they liked the wet nurse and she did a good job, they could become lifelong confidants to the children they nurse.  If the family decided the milk was bad or the child was not weaned and healthy at the end of 2 years, they would get rid of the wet nurse3. 
Poorer households would only have one or two slaves, these slaves would most likely have a skill that could be used to earn the family money such as weaving.  As the clave belongs to their master’s household anything made and or sold would be given to the family that owns them.  As well as earning money for their masters, they would also be used to provide services for the family, this would include stocking supplies, cleaning and preparing meals 4.  Slaves in poorer families was almost a necessity in order for them to financially survive. (PG138)
It is suggested that slaves were seen as service providers in both poor and wealthy families, therefore they may have been treated well by the family 5.   Although many texts and books have ideas and of how slaves were treated and used in rich and poor households this is not always accurate information.  The lives of the poorer members of Classical Athens were less documented than the wealthy members of society.  This meant that there was little documentation of the everyday lives and roles of the slaves 6. 
This essay has compared the lives of female slaves in rich and poor households in classical Athens.  It first looked at the jobs in the wealthy households including that of a wet nurse.  It then looked at how poorer families used slaves in order to financially support their household.  It then finally showed that although it is suggested that some slaves were treated as services providers to their families there is also very little documentation on the actual lives and treatments of slaves in classical Athens. 
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