History and English Literature and the Humanities:
Many subjects fall under the umbrella term ‘The Humanities’; these subjects focus on the human condition and how humanity act and interact with other humans and the world around them and their culture. Examples of Humanities subjects include History, English Literature, Philosophy, Archaeology, Anthropology, Language, Classics, Religion, performing arts, visual arts and many others. These subjects are taught as they are thought to provide a well – rounded education due to the broadness of what they cover. ‘Arguments in favour of the humanities emphasize their importance for critical thinking’ (Bod, 2013). They are studied with critical and analytical methods, which therefore help the students of these subjects to develop greater understanding of the world around them. Although some may view the humanities as outdated or unimportant, they are taught in the majority of schools and other institutions across the planet due to how useful they are. Students of the humanities have many options and career paths they can follow to the broadness of their knowledge and skills. Although within the humanities there are many separate subjects, they are all inextricably linked. ‘Work in the humanities is fruitful. It has many valuable effects, but there is no bureaucratically convenient way of measuring or aggregating them’ (Bate, 2011). This quote further shows the importance of the humanities as there are many choices to pursue in the humanities due to the broadness of the subjects. Bate’s book ‘The public value of the humanities’ is key to the discipline of the humanities as it is a collection of essays from different people within the field that explain the value of the humanities: including subjects such as learning from the past, looking around us, informing policy and using words, thinking hard. The word ‘Humanities’ comes from the Latin word ‘humanitas’ which refers to the cultivation of aspects of human nature. In this essay, I will discuss the nature of the humanities, specifically History and English Literature as these are the subjects I have chosen to focus on.
When discussing the nature of a subject the first question to answer is, what is the subject? What is History? Many people would define History as a study of the past however History is not just limited to this. It is also the study of people, actions, decisions, interactions, narratives and behaviours. This is important as it allows humanity to have a further understanding of the world we live in and why the world is the way it is. History is important as it allows us to understand what our ancestors dealt with throughout time, including the struggles they faced. It is also important as knowing about the past is important to ensure that mistakes made previously do not get made again. We understand history by piecing together facts and figures that have been discovered through evidence and artefacts, this is important as it forces Historians to be critical and analytical to ensure they are interpreting the information correctly. History is also important as it shapes identities through learning about the past of cultures. For some people learning about their own personal history along with the history of their culture allows them to feel more connected to their culture and ancestors. This further shows the importance of history as a subject. History is a largely important study area and is studied by many across the world, in many different formats. History can be studied through books, textbooks, academic journals, essays, documentaries, magazines, television programs, blogs, photo essays, podcasts, videos and many other ways, therefore it is widely accessible unlike some other subjects which require large amounts of specialist equipment. The method in which History is studied is called Historiography. This is a reason why history is studied by so many. Although there are many positive aspects to History, unfortunately there is a large problem within history. Oftentimes, a dominant historical narrative is formed which causes other narratives to be ignored, this is therefore bias, which is a problem for historians. History is a long standing subject, History has been studied since ‘5th and 4th BCE Hellenic Greeks, who assessed social and political events’ (When did history begin? That is, what is the date of the first recorded and scientifically verified event? |  Notes and Queries | guardian.co.uk, no date). These events were then placed in to a timeline, in order for them to be further understood. Since then, many different people have studied history using a multide of methods. As well as being studied for many years, history has also been taught for a very long time in schools and other academic institutions. This further shows the importance of history as a subject. Overall, History is an important discipline as understanding the past allows us to better understand the present.
Although History is a subject in its own right, it also falls under the classification of the humanities. This is because, like other humanities subjects, it is a study of humanity, and their actions, interactions, behaviour and culture. As other Humanities subjects, history requires critical and analytical methods to study the subject. History is a key humanity subject as it is a broad subject and it can be seen as the base for other humanity subjects such as archaeology and classics. Much like many other humanities subjects, history is often studied through reading and research using materials such as books, textbooks, academic journals and essays. History is also often studied alongside other humanities subjects due to the fact that it can be linked to all other humanities subjects, for example, you can study History with English Literature or Archaeology or many other subjects. This is because of the fact that History is so broad and provides a strong base knowledge for students. Without History, some of the other humanities subjects may not exist. Therefore, History is a very important Humanities subject.
What is English Literature? English Literature is the study of written words, this includes poems, novels, plays and other written works. This subject focuses on the understanding of literature and often asks questions such as: why was this text written, who was it written for, and what is the key message of the writing. It also focuses on the key themes and meanings of the literature in question, as this helps the reader to further understand the text. The study of literature is important, as literature is the main resource in which we learn from as most learning is done through reading, especially the learning of humanities subjects such as History and philosophy. Literature is widely taught as reading and understanding the text being read is a key part of knowledge development. Students of Literature are taught to be critical and analytical when reading the texts that they are studying. Literature is very important as it is how information is recorded and communicated. Many things can be taught through literature, for example people can learn about culture, history, language and other important subjects. Literature can also be key to leisure time for some people as many people across the world read for enjoyment purposes. Like many other subjects, Literature has problems of its own, one key example of this is the issue of dating. In some cases, it can be difficult to distinguish the date from which a text was written, this can lead to confusion when studying literature. Dating literature is important as it allows people to understand the social and political context that a text is written, which allows the development of understanding of the text. Literature has been studied as a subject ever since literature was first created. The first recorded piece of literature is regadred to be the Epic of Gilgamesh, which is thought to be from ancient Mesopatomia (Zeidan, no date). Overall, English Literature is an important subject due to how widely used it is.
Although, English Literature is a subject in its own right, it is also a key Humanities subject. Literature is a study of humanity as the literature studied is written by humanity, therefore it is useful for developing an understanding of the human experience, especially from a personal perspective. It allows the student to learn about culture, behaviour and interactions, just as other humanities subjects. Furthermore, like other key humanities subjects, studying English Literature requires students to be critical and analytical as you focus and attempt to understand and develop on the meanings of the text. Like all other humanities subjects, Literature is intricately linked with the other humanities subjects. For example, Literature is linked with History as literature is required to study History, however a knowledge of history is required to study literature in order to understand the context of a piece of literature. Without Literature, other humanities subjects would not be able to be studied, therefore Literature is a key humanities subject. 
History and English Literature are well connected as subjects, this is because each subject allows you to gain a deeper insight into the other. For example, when studying a novel or piece of literature, it is important to understand the historical, social, cultural, economic and political context, this allows the reader to develop a further understanding of the text, and studying History provides this knowledge. Furthermore, studying Literature can allow historians to further understand a time period that they are studying, because they can use literature as a source of historical information, due to the time at which the piece of literature was created. Overall, these subjects are interwoven, as previously mentioned each subject could not exist without the other. As well as within the humanities, these subjects are also useful to other discplines such as science. ‘The humanities can help resolve crises in other disciplines’ (McComiskey, B. (2005)). This also further demonstrates the connections between humanities subjects and how important it is to study the humanities in an interdisciplinary fashion.
Although, there is a vast history of the humanities, the future of the humanities is an important topic of discussion as it could be suggested that the humanities are at risk of extinction due to other subjects taking priority in the modern world, such as technology and science. This is due to the way in which the world has developed throughout time. Since the first humanity subjects were first studied, the world has been constantly changing and developing. Some key academics in the field of the humanities such as Bruce McCominskey would suggest that ‘The humanities are not merely entering, they are plunging into their worst crises since the modern university was formed a century ago’ (McComiskey, B. (2005)). Therefore, this suggests that the future of the humanities may be at risk, however at the current moment, they continue to be taught in academic institutions across the planet so the subjects will continue to survive for at least another century. 
In conclusion, History and English Literature are both key humanities subjects and are closely connected to all other humanities subjects.
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