Evidence based policing and applications.
Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
This essay will be exploring and evaluating the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing while also defining and discussing the core ideas of evidence-based policing, exploring the criminological theories which underpin its use, explaining body worn video cameras and the purpose their use in evidence-based policing, discuss the strength, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras and finally evaluate the use of their evidence in regards to a crime topic (domestic violence, street crime, stop and search, anti-social behaviour.)
Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence-based policing.
[bookmark: _Int_WAlPumVD]Evidence based policing is the idea of using the best evidence at our disposal to reinforce the policing that is being used, evidence-based policing also introduces the use of other institutions to assist in their findings such as statistics or evidence that has been developed, evidence-based policing was instituted by Larry Sherman, a criminologist who based evidence-based policing on a simple question, what works? As a police officer finding evidence is crucial whether it proves the innocence of a suspect or proves their guilt of their offence. Another reason for its importance is that the evidence found could be used in court therefore it has to be found and handled with care and caution due to the fact that the accused or prosecutor would be using said evidence to build their case. The "best available" evidence will make use of the right sources and research techniques for the issue at hand. Research should be meticulously carried out, subjected to peer review, and open about its procedures, constraints, and techniques for drawing results. It should also be made clear what the research's theoretical underpinnings and context are. If acquired and recorded in a meticulous and transparent manner, additional evidence, such as professional consensus and peer review, may be recognised as the "best available" if there is little to no formal research. (Open Learn, 2020)
Explore the criminological theories which underpin its use.
One of criminological theories is the rational choice theory, which evaluates the point that everyone who commits crimes make the choice to do so. This theory shows that people who commit crime will always analyse the crime they are planning to do, such as deciding if the crime can be done, if it is worth it or is it too risky of being caught by the authorities. For a crime to succeed there are 3 factors that need to be in play, these are:
· A suitable target
· A motivated offender
· Absence of a guardian
Adam Smith, a philosopher, and economist developed the rational choice theory. (1723-1790). According to his assertion, individuals are logical thinkers who consider the pros and disadvantages of their options and frequently make judgements that maximise their advantages and minimise their downsides. In criminology, the rational choice theory asserts something similar. While many criminologists think that outside influences like culture and environment have an impact on how crimes are committed, rational choice theory focuses on the person as the main motivator of criminal behaviour. (Study, 2016)
Another theory is the classical theory which relates to the pain and pleasure module, which goes over how there is a fear which is installed in criminals that if they commit crimes there is a chance and risk that if they get caught it will result in punishment such as fines, going to prisons or loss of licenses or property. On the opposite of the spectrum is the pleasure side which is about getting what you have stolen or accomplished and gaining from it such as money or a new TV. According to classical theory, a crime is avoided when the offender considers the possible pain connected with committing the crime and the chance of being apprehended to be higher than the pleasure (gain) that will result from it. This justification falls short of explaining why crime continues to occur even in nations where lawmakers have increased fines, added new laws, and improved law enforcement. (UNODC, 2018)
The next theory is the routine activity theory, this theory is about how criminal will use the daily lives of people to commit crimes such as monitoring their routes, jobs, hobbies, or shops to capitalise on their vulnerabilities like when they are not home or if they leave their cars unlock at a certain time. These practises either make crime simple and low risk, or they make it complex and risky. Theory of Routine Behaviours chance of crime also varies with opportunities as they do throughout time, geography, and individuals. As a result, research that draws on the regular activities theory typically looks at the numerous opportunity structures that contribute to crime; preventative efforts that are based on the theory try to change these opportunity structures to stop criminal occurrences. (Criminal Justice , 2020)
Explain body worn video cameras and the purpose of their use in evidence-based policing.
Since their introduction in 2005, body worn video cameras have been a pivotal part of equipment used by the police service with a very high effect on crime since it capture the events that the police witness such as someone attacking an officer or attempting to steal a person’s bag, these body worn video cameras can be used in court to provide evidence by recording a offender or capturing the audio of them threating to harm someone. Body worn video cameras also record the actions and audios from the officers wearing them which is a big help for the communities and the police service to weed out officers which go against the rules set by their higherups and detect corrupt officer who capitalise on their position of power to gain for themselves. Police officers all around the United Kingdom are equipped with body-worn video cameras to record evidence for prosecution and to safeguard public safety. A clear and precise record of the events and interactions will be provided by the cameras. They will be utilised as an overt evidence collection tool that may be applied to a variety of policing scenarios to gather data and support decision-makers. Furthermore, they offer compelling testimony for both the magistrates' and crown courts, enhancing the likelihood of a successful conviction and aiding in the pursuit of criminals. (Norfolk, 2018)
Body worn cameras also installed a presence of fear in criminals and potential offenders since they know they are being recorded by the officers. The introduction of wearable cameras resulted in a 93% decrease in public complaints filed against police, according to a year-long study of over 2,000 officers from US and UK agencies. This suggests that the cameras cause behaviour adjustments that 'cool down' potentially tense confrontations. (University of cambridge, 2016)
Another positive of body worn video cameras is that they are very reliable because they cannot be altered by the officers who wear them or the suspects that are being recorded. The body worn cameras provide a defence for people for officers and citizens alike since they know that they are being recorded so they know if something illegal happens then it is documented, officers do need to inform the person they are interacting with since it is under the law of body worn cameras as it may be a invasion of their privacy. Body cams in law enforcement provide for an audio-visual record of events from the perspective of the police. High quality photos offer a good view of persons and are suitable for running video analytics applications like facial recognition. Because of their sensitivity, microphones may be able to record background noise, including maybe bystander chats, in addition to the noises that are directly related to the issue. (Body Camera, 2022)
Discuss the strengths, weaknesses and ethical limitations of body worn cameras.
Starting off with a weakness is video quality, these cameras cannot like most cameras record perfectly due to movement, lighting, weather, lags, blurs, noise around and other factors which could prohibited the use of the evidence because it may not be clear enough to actually use in a court case
One strength is that body-worn cameras are used for evidence gathering, the cameras are turned on once an officer or officers make it to the scene they have been called to or stumbled upon, the body worn video cameras collecting videos which can be played back to review the events of which the officers saw in their perspective, the cameras also record audio so if in an altercation the officers can hear the suspect threaten them it will be shown on the video camera.
One weakness is restricted privacy, it is a well-known fact that police body cams can interfere with both law enforcement personnel and citizens' right to privacy. The majority of the time, these cameras remain on and recording for almost the entire duration of an officer's shift, and they will undoubtedly record brief glimpses of random onlookers. Furthermore, since the state owns the film, it may be used to harm defendants' reputations by showing footage of any arrests that take place. As a result, police body cameras often reduce privacy, but this is a modest price to pay if it means that officers will better follow protocol. (10-8 Video, 2016)
One strength is violence protection, a study showed that over 50% of officer who wore and stated that they were using body worn video cameras avoided violent encounters from scenes they attended, this is due to the facts that if there is a camera there is hard evidence that it happened which will instantly be used against them as evidence in a court room.
Another weakness of using body worn video cameras is that if they are not turned on and an altercation does happen between an officer and a suspect then there is no evidence of the fight happening and will just be hearsay, also if its not turned on then there will be no evidence of what lead up towards said point which will not assist the officers and the prosecution to make the court’s decision.
The expanding use of body cameras in law enforcement presents ethical and privacy concerns that should be taken into account by decision-makers. The introduction of surveillance technology by law enforcement frequently lags the rules and regulations that would assure its proper use, and the negative effects are rarely foreseen, especially when they pertain to privacy issues. The technology is being framed in the policy narrative in the UK as a means of increasing openness in police-community interactions and establishing legitimacy. However, regardless of the nobleness of the original goal, technologies have a tendency to shift from being helpful to being overtly controlling in the absence of countervailing friction. (Adams, 2017)
Evaluate the use of their evidence in regards to a crime (Domestic Abuse)
With this evaluation, domestic abuse is a topic which body worn video cameras have the most use. Body worn video cameras can show the events that had happened or is happening at the scene they attend to, it can also record the layout of the scene which can show where damage has been dealt. The fact that the cameras made the officers more conscious of their own behaviours while they were wearing them further suggests a moderating influence. Many of the officers who responded to a later poll said it enhanced their confidence in obtaining a conviction since the video may provide a more accurate and detailed account of the situation than a statement could. When responding to domestic violence occurrences, there are advantages to documenting the circumstances, remarks, feelings, and injuries. (Pinnacle, 2014)
Conclusion
in conclusion body worn video cameras are an amazing tool which police officers should all be equipped with due to the fact that it can capture evidence and interactions that would prove more beneficial to a court case than a written statement since you can actually view the events happen. It also defends the officer or people involved from any misconduct that may occur when on scene.
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