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Working With Children in a Social Care Setting
Annotated Bibliography
It is generally accepted that the foundation stone for individuals' development is laid during their childhood (Munford, 2021). In this respect, it is vital to offer the best growing environment to children. As children interact with various social systems around them, they face certain problems which require interventions (Neagu, 2021). Therefore, social workers play a vital role in enhancing children's social functioning by utilising their intrinsic potential. Social care workers believe in the dignity and worth of individuals and hold that individuals are often in a state of disequilibrium because of social and personal challenges (Neagu, 2021). Consequently, they strive to deter and reduce this disequilibrium by working with children in a social care setting with suitable social systems and resources. This annotated bibliography provides a brief account or overview of the available research on working with children in a social care setting topic. The annotated bibliography lists every source and their respective annotation, summarising and evaluating the source.
Wilke, N.G. et al. (2022) 'Antecedents to child placement in Residential Care: A Systematic Review,' Institutionalised Children Explorations and Beyond, 9(2), pp. 188–201. Doi: 10.1177/23493003221082333. 
Wilke et al. (2022) conducted a literature review in this journal article to better comprehend the fundamental antecedents to placements in residential care centres. This article's authors use data from 32 studies, including 60,683 children in forty-seven countries, to try and comprehend why children are placed in residential care centres. Their study explores whether death is the primary reason why children are placed in residential care centres or whether there are other vital placement antecedents. The authors identified 14 antecedents to child placement in residential care centres from the literature review. From their review, the authors identified maltreatment, parental death, and parents or children's health as the most prevalent antecedents to placement in residential care. The article is vital to this research topic, as Wilke et al. (2022) help us to understand children in need of care and how social care workers can effectively work with children in a residential care setting. The article's main strength is that it uses data from many studies, including children from forty-seven countries, thus providing vital information that forms the basis of my study. 
Stanley, N. et al. (2015) 'Rethinking place and the Social Work Office in the delivery of Children's Social Work Services,' Health &amp; Social Care in the Community, 24(1), pp. 86–94. doi:10.1111/hsc.12192. 
In this article, Stanley et al. (2015) explore the importance of rethinking the place and social work office as vital components of social work practice that ensure care services are comfortable, accessible, and appropriate when working with children in a social care setting. The authors utilise data from the social work practices' national evaluation in England between 2009 and 2012. These social work practices were pilot projects that provided autonomous social care services to children in out-of-home care at different sites. The authors noted attention to the place from these pilot projects. More importantly, the study established that children in these care settings were sensitive to stigma linked to social work settings and appreciated premises planned and furnished to look more like normal family homes. Furthermore, Stanley et al. (2015) also established that daily interactions with social workers conveying a sense of recognition and value to children helped alter children's perception of the social care setting as accessible and welcoming. The article is very useful for my study as it helps to understand how to better the social care settings to make them comfortable, accessible, and appropriate when working with children. Fit for the purpose social care settings can overcome the stigma linked to accessing them, provided they are welcoming. 

Pearce, N. (2013). Psychology for Health and social care. Your Foundation in Health and Social Care: Your Found Health and Soc Care, pp. 201–202. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781526402172.n8 
In this article, Pearce (2013) explores the fundamental skills and knowledge required for effective learning, especially at the introductory level. The author focuses on key areas, including psychology, critical analysis and practice, and communication. Moreover, the author also describes vital psychological perspectives, explaining how cognitive processes, emotions, and social interactions influence individuals' observable behaviour. This article is helpful for this study as it helps identify necessary changes connected to significant life stages and helps understand the reasons for specific developmental outcomes in children and adults. Similarly, the article also helps to understand how psychological concepts and theories can be applied to improve practice in Health and social care.

Munford, R. (2021) 'Children and young people in the care system: Relational practice in working with transitions and challenges', Australian Social Work, 75(1), pp. 1–4. doi:10.1080/0312407x.2021.1989003. 
In this article, Munford (2021) explores children's challenges in a social care setting, including exposure to harm, disrupted attachments, inadequate resources, and impoverished material and social conditions. Also, the author established that children in the care system take on adult roles at a tender age and perfect their skills, especially in managing challenging situations independently. According to Munford (2021), such children learn to take care of their siblings and other family members early. However, the author also claims that children in the care system will likely miss out on the normal activities, opportunities, and milestones that facilitate constructive futures. This article is vital for this study because it helps to understand how to enhance social care settings to ensure they provide meaningful support to children and contribute to better outcomes and experiences. The author also underlined the important roles that social workers play in providing support and care when working with children in social care settings. The article also provides vital information on how social workers can provide effective support and care to children in social care centres. The author suggests adopting core elements of relational practice, including understanding children's lived experiences, building trust-based and respectful relationships with them, and engaging them in designing the social care setting.



Schreiber, E. (2020). Narcissus at Play: Goethe, Piaget, and the Passage from Egocentric to Social Play. In E. Landgraf & E. Schreiber (Eds.), Play in the Age of Goethe: Theories, Narratives, and Practices of Play around 1800 (pp. 117–142). Bucknell University Press. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1nj348t.8
In this article, Schreiber (2020) focuses on Piaget's theory of cognitive development, which psychologist Jean Piaget developed. Based on this article, Piaget's theory is one of the most consequential cognitive development theories that have left an indelible mark on psychology and many other disciplines, including philosophy and education. The article is helpful to this study as it discusses more about Piaget's theory of cognitive development and how children's play contributes to their physical and cognitive development. The article also explores how children's play enables them to understand their surroundings.
Humphreys, K.L. et al. (2018) 'Foster care promotes adaptive functioning in early adolescence among children who experienced severe, early deprivation,' Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 59(7), pp. 811–821. doi:10.1111/jcpp.12865. 
In this article, Humphreys et al. (2018) explore the significant role of foster care social workers in placing kids in permanent homes and guaranteeing their safety and well-being in a foster care setting. The authors used data from a randomised study conducted in a foster care setting for institutionalised children. The study sought to evaluate the adaptive functioning of children's mental health, substance use, physical health, family relations, and risk-taking behaviour. Moreover, the authors were also interested in evaluating the randomised children's academic performance and peer relations. The study established that children randomised to foster care settings were more likely to display adaptive functioning at early years than kids in the care as usual condition. This article is useful for my research as it proves that social workers can seek to promote resilient outcomes by placing children into foster care at a tender age. 
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