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Framework/table for the pilot study checklist for doctoral students

	Category
	Tasks
	Your Answer (column to expand) Yes No How Where When ETC

	Research Question and Objectives for module pilot study
	Define research question and objectives 
	

	
	Align with overall doctoral research project 
	

	
	Identify specific aspects or variables to investigate
	

	Study Design
	Determine appropriate study design 
	

	
	Consider feasibility and practicality 
	

	
	Identify target population and sampling method
	

	Sample Size
	Determine appropriate sample size
	

	
	Consider statistical power and precision of estimates
	Quants and not for module pilot study

	
	Ensure feasibility within available resources and time
	

	Data Collection Methods
	Select appropriate data collection methods 
	

	
	Develop valid and reliable data collection instruments
	

	
	Consider mode of data collection and suitability for target population
	

	Ethical Considerations
	Obtain ethical approval from CJ 
	

	
	Develop informed consent forms 
	

	
	Consider risks and benefits to participants and minimise risks
	

	Recruitment and Consent
	Develop recruitment strategy 
	

	
	Prepare clear and effective recruitment materials
	

	
	Obtain informed consent and ensure understanding of rights and voluntary participation
	

	Data Management
	Develop data management plan for secure and confidential handling 
	

	
	Ensure compliance with data protection regulation
	

	
	Ensure compliance with data protection regulations
	

	Pilot Testing
	Conduct pre pilot test (small-scale) of instruments and procedures 
	

	
	Assess clarity, comprehensibility, and acceptability to participants
	

	
	Identify and address potential issues or challenges
	

	Data Analysis
	Determine appropriate thematic analysis methods 
	

	
	Determine appropriate statistical methods
	Quants and not for module pilot study

	
	Consider level of measurement and assumptions of tests 
	Quants and not for module pilot study

	
	Identify and plan for control of confounding variables
	Quants and not for module pilot study

	Reporting and Dissemination
	Develop plan for reporting and disseminating findings 
	

	
	Consider target audience and appropriate channels
	

	
	Ensure adherence to relevant reporting guidelines
	

	Logistics and Resources
	Assess feasibility within available resources 
	

	
	Develop timeline with key milestones and deadlines
	

	
	Identify additional resources or support required
	

	Feedback and Refinement
	Seek feedback from supervisors, peers, and experts 
	

	
	Incorporate feedback and refine study design and instruments 
	

	
	Document changes and rationale
	

	Other
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