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For this assignment I was assigned to create a photobook using Blurb. Blurb is a website that helps you create books with an array of book sizes, paper types and a book design programme to help with creating your book. When you start creating your photobook you start off with twenty pages, if you want more you must pay a few pence for each new page. For my photobook I chose to take images of my four year old daughter. I took the photographs of her doing her usual daily routine, of painting, playing and the outcome of putting her own shoes on at the age of four, apparently it doesn’t matter if her shoes don’t match. My images are to show her innocence, curiosity, impartial and immaterial view of her world, from my perspective. Each photograph I took is on the left-hand pages and are surrounded by white boarders.
For my images, I didn’t want to capture the perfect portrait of a fake smile, un-natural poise, tidy hair, or best outfit.  I want viewers to see the true, pure and intimate reality of a child. The images show my daughter learning from play and nature.
I allowed my daughter to have the camera, to take her own photographs, to see her world from her perspective. My daughter’s images are on the right side of each page. We walked to the park, she took images of the park picnic bench, part of the trampoline, her view of going down the slide, walking, and blurry images of our pet dogs. One of my favourite images that she captured, is of her reflection in a window, the image reminds me of Vivian Maier’s famous photo of her reflection in a window. As I viewed my daughter’s images, and looked at all the imperfect blurry photographs, she sat next to me choosing her best ones, the ones she chose are perfect in her eyes.  The letterbox image is also a favourite of mine, as I have fond memories of looking through the letterbox viewing the outside world, in my belief that all I could see was the whole world, in reality it was just part of my little world. For my inspiration I looked at four female artists which are Dorothea Lange (Dorothea Lange: Moma), Sirkka-Lissa konttinen, (Sirkka-Liisa Konttinen - Exhibitions) Kapuschinsky, (Childhood unplugged: The simple life) and Sally Mann. (Family pictures) I found three of these artists to be very influential, except for Sally Mann. Mann’s images made me feel very unsettled, as a mother I want nothing but to protect my child, I believe, as a mother she did not protect her children, instead she sexualised them and objectified them, placing them in danger. For my photobook, inspiration mostly came from Robin Friends book Apiary, with the shape of my book and layout of my daughter’s images. The other photobooks I looked at are Denisse Ariana Perez book Agua and Mohamed bourouissa’s Peripherique.  I loved the layout of bourouissa book as it looks very interactive, it has some pages you can unfold to see the bigger pictures. I am very pleased with how my first photography book turned out although I am a little disappointed as my images in the book look greyer toned and dull, which I think is possibly to do with the paper I had chosen, I had chosen their best seller prophoto pearl paper. I’m also disappointed on how my book came my book came with little bits of damage on due to poor packaging.  I have enjoyed doing this project on making a photobook and hope to do another soon.   



References 

(no date) Childhood unplugged: The simple life. Available at: https://www.kapuschinsky.com/childhood-unplugged-the-simple-life (Accessed: April 26, 2023). 
Dorothea Lange: Moma (no date) The Museum of Modern Art. Available at: https://www.moma.org/artists/3373 (Accessed: April 26, 2023). 
Family pictures (no date) Sally Mann. Available at: https://www.sallymann.com/new-gallery-1 (Accessed: April 26, 2023). 
Sirkka-Liisa Konttinen - Exhibitions (no date) Michael Hoppen Gallery. Available at: https://www.michaelhoppengallery.com/artists/223-sirkka-liisa-konttinen/exhibitions/ (Accessed: April 26, 2023). 



