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John Dewey was an American psychologist, educational reformer and philosopher. His presented influential ideas towards reforms within society and education and he was one of the most well-known scholars throughout the first half of the 20th century in the US. Within this literature, the author argues the interconnection between social work and psychology. In other words, Dewey states that both disciplines benefit from a shared goal: treating and recognising mental illness as well as empowering individuals to better their lives. The two disciplines often overlap, however – they both entail a different approach to achieving the common goal. For example, the author identifies that social work supports individuals in coping with the daily issues that may arise in one’s life. Psychologies however study the cognitive, social and emotional processes that influence behaviours. 
The literature similarly describes the professional path for a social worker and a psychologist, including the required qualifications, expertise and education. Overall, Dewey emphasises that each discipline presents different requirements regardless of the above common goal.
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William G. Huitt and John E Hummel are two psychologists that focus on the cognitive system. Their journal article is an overview of Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development. The literature describes and assesses the four stages of development of children into adulthood (I.e., sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational and formal operational), however they add the term schema or schemata (plural) to describe the pattern of behaviours that feed into the development of each stage. 
Their findings therefore argue that the schemata have a direct impact on an individuals’ ability to absorb information and their attention towards new knowledge. Consequently, children develop based on the elements that their schemata enable them to perceive, to interpret and to absorb within their future behavioural patterns. Furthermore, the authors determine that the schemata tend to resist change, regardless of the degree of contradictory information and as a result, a factor of individual bias is developed for everyone.
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Sigmund Koch was a promoter for scientific methods within psychology who sought to redirect behavioural practices regarding human functioning and mental processes towards measurable and standard understandings. The author recognised that psychology is the study of behaviour and of the mind, however he recognised that thoughts and feelings can be categorised, explained and measured for the purpose of justifying the behavioural and mental outcomes. To achieve this, Koch describes the emergent properties of one’s brain within this literature and linked these to social behaviours. 
The aim of the author’s book is to benefit the understanding and problem solving of human activity as to inform the application of psychology onto therapy, clinical, counselling and school environments. To this extent, the literature is primarily focused on cognitive psychology – the area that studies perception, attention, mental processes, language, production, problem solving and memory. Via a combination of experimental and functional psychology, Koch provides a basis for human development.
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This theory sought to build upon and therefore provide a greater understanding of Piaget’s Theory of Development and its implied stages. For the purpose of facilitating this, the literature presented a debate in terms of supporting arguments as well as criticism of the theory. For example, it argues that the theory has provided a basis for understanding and communicating with children within the educational field and that the developed tests for each stage to reveal cognitive abilities has led to tailored approaches for education, therapy and general problem solving. Nevertheless, Piaget alongside his peers have similarly evaluated criticisms related to the theory. 
To illustrate, while the Theory of Development presents clear stages to adulthood, the reality is that the development process is rather a continuous process that implies different age range across stages depending on the individual. In addition, some individuals spend more time throughout a stage and others none. Henceforth, the literature also argued the importance of applying the theory appropriately depending on the individual.
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Malcom Payne is an English academic who presents a focus on social work. His book describes the practicalities of social work in relation to contemporary settings. Consequently, the book recognises that societal problems have transformed and that therefore an evolved approach is needed to address these. For example, stress and burnout are key topic of discussion alongside adult and child abuse, homelessness, poverty and most emphasised, depression. In order to effectively address these modern issues, the author presents six key values for social workers to adopt within their practice: service, social justice, dignity and worth of an individual, the importance of human relations, integrity and competence. 
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This book is a summary of the assumption’s professionals adopt when working in the field of social psychology. It argues that these change over time and that therefore a need for deconstruction is required. The two authors furthermore identify and discuss the problems that can arise from seeking to deconstruct a human science. To this extent, the book’s arguments are based on political implications, on research, feminism and therapy. Furthermore, the authors state that upon completing the deconstruction process, a crisis may no longer be perceived as one as it can currently be addressed by new processes of social psychology and emerging solutions.
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