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18:1-14 Jesus Arrested in the Garden

In the narrative of Jesus’ arrest in the garden, there are four main actors;
Jesus, Judas, those who come to arrest Jesus, and Peter. Judas ostensibly
serves to hand Jesus over to the authorities: the soldiers seize him, but Jesus
dictates the action that leads to his arrest. Passively, the soldiers fall to the
ground when Jesus identifies himself (18:5-6). Even Judas fades into the
background, standing alongside the soldiers, but doing and saying nothing.
Except for Jesus, only Peter, Jesus’ own disciple, acts—and he acts against

2. Because John’s account so emphasizes Jesus’ initiative, Moloney (1998a, 129) deems

@e term “arrest” a misnomer; yet it is clear that Jesus is apprehended by the authorities, or llo"
himself to be apprehended by them,
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1) After Jesus had said these things, he went out with his disciples
across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden. He and his disciple;
went into it. 2 Judas, who handed him over,* knew the place, because
Jesus often gathered there with his disciples. 3 So Judas took a band of
soldiers and servants of the chief priests and the Pharisees and went there
with lanterns and torches and weapons.

4 Since Jesus knew all that was to come, he went out to him and said
o them, “Whom are you looking for?”

5 They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.

He said to them, “I am he.”

Judas, who handed him over, was standing with them. 6 And when he
said to them, “I am he,” they all drew back and fell to the ground.

750 he asked them again, “Whom are you looking for?”

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

¢ Jesus answered, I told you that I am he. If, then, you are looking for
me, let these people go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had said,
“Out of those whom you gave to me, I have lost none.”

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the ser-
vant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was
Malchus.

K So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath. Sha
drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

12 Then the band of soldiers and their captain and the servants of the
Jews took Jesus and bound him, 13 and they led him first to Annas, who
Was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.® 14 It

b
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[18:1-3] After finishing his lgst meal with his disciples and speakin
words to them, Jesus sets out with tl_lem for a garden across the Kidron Valley
The valley is mentioned only herf: in the New Testarpent but appearg Severy]
times in the Old Testament and twice in Josephus (cheimarros toy, Kedrin, 1 yy.
2 Sam 15:23; 1 Kgs 2:37; 15:13; 2 Kgs 23:6, 12; Ant. 8.17; 9.151). Al
the word translated “valley” (cheimarros) designates a stream that floysg during
the winter season of rain (i.e., a wadi), the reference here may be to the ravipe
itself. The Kidron Valley runs along the east side of Jerusalem, Separating it frop,
the Mount of Olives.” Only John calls Jesus’ destination a garden (18: 1, 26); he
does not name it “Gethsemane” (Matt 26:36 and Mark 14:32 call it 3 chorion,
“field”), nor does he explicitly locate it on the Mount of Olives (Luke 22:39-40),

According to John, Jesus frequently gathered there with his disciples, which
explains how Judas knew the place and was able to lead “a band of soldiers”
(speira, Matt 27:27; Mark 15:16) and the servants of the Jewish authorities
there. The Greek word speira typically renders the Latin cohors, a tenth of a
legion, or about six hundred Roman soldiers (but see Josephus, J.W. 3.67)
Some commentators have doubted that Pilate would allow Jewish authorities
to commandeer his troops for such a venture or, if he had allowed it, that he
would have sent such an enormous number and then permitted the troops to take
Jesus to the high priest.® But Josephus refers to a tagma (brigade, detachment)
of soldiers permanently located in the tower fortress known as the Antonia that
overlooked the temple grounds, who were especially vigilant during festivals
ab(?ut potential uprisings of the people (J.W. 5.242-46). Given Jesus’ popu-
larity (11:48-50; 12:19), and since it was Passover, both Roman and Jewish
authorities would be on hi ghalert, eager to nip potential trouble in the bud. EVCH
if the numbers of troops sent to confront Jesus are exaggerated, it is not unlikely

g his lagt

thOUgH

3. See BDAG; “Kidron, Brook of” ABD 4:37-38.
spei‘:-a lzlls):r(e}f:r(;tfs tt}l:at speira may also translate manipulus (200 troops). In Jevf/i;h jfl;fxc?;
L o the trf)ops of a local military leader (such as Eleazar [2 Macc 8:23]

I of. Jdt 14:1 1; 2 Macc 12:20). See comments and footnotes on 18:28.

5; :
'Barrett 318; Keener 2:1080; Lincoln 2005, 443; Moloney 1998a, 130; Schn

3:2 s
222
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[4-9] Aware of what is to come, Jesus charts his own destiny in keeping
with God’s commands (13:1-4). Earlier, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, Jesus stooped to wash the feet of his disciples, thus fore-
shadowing his upcoming death as an act of self-giving love and of purification.
Here, with the knowledge of what is to come, Jesus prods the band of soldiers:
“Whom are you looking for?” (18:4). Jesus does not shrink from what is com-
ing: he steps forward to meet his captors, who will hand him over to death. As
he had said earlier, “No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down on my
own” (10:18). Even if in the end the Romans do put Jesus on a cross, they do so
only because Jesus allows and even wills it. The one who has and is life gives
himself over to death.

Jesus identifies himself to those who have come to seek him. Twice he
asks them, “Whom are you looking for?” (vv. 4, 7); twice they say, “Jesus
of Nazareth™ (vv. 5, 7); twice Jesus identifies himself to them (vv. 6, 8).
The first time he responds simply, “I am he” (ego eimi); the second time h.e
Sates, “T told you that I am he” (eipon hymin hoti egé eimi). While ego eimi is
Simply an ordinary means of self-identification,? it is also the mode of God’s

6See Acts 4:27: “Both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,
Bibered ogether against your holy servant Jesus”; cf. Josephus, Ant. 18.64.
k 0 r“Jesus the Nazarene.”
an Jdtar or “Iam he”; cf. 4:26; 6:20. Some translators and cor.nment'atorslft
wo;dsp i;haps intending a reference to Exod 3:14, where God identifies hun;; %
Hebre AM W,HO I AM.” But egé eimi in John more likely represents the I:

¥ ik, “T am he.” See Excursus 5: “The ‘I Am’ Sayings of John.
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e the (14:35), then that the Father woulq

. cup”’ from him; yet he also prayed that Gog’s i
.Terrtlto;’g:g;,s 42;pMark 15:36; Luke 22:42). In John Jesusd r:ﬁv:slgsv:(? ul(: bez‘done
O\Aaﬁ o this hour” (12:27), the-hour that marks the climax of his rrll)iss)i,(,) s
Fnetea § assers that he will “drink the cup that the Father has given” tg, ﬁfld
1ﬂ57'1 1), As is typical of the Gospe}, John tells the story from back to fro”?
olling he results f)fwhat happc,ened into the purposes or causes of those evenrtls,
1 derthe conviction that Jesus death has accomplished God’s purposes for thé
world’s salvation, J ohn makes it clear that what God wills—that Jesus drink this
ap—Jests also wills and dogs, thereby demonstrating the Son’s unity with the
father (10:30)- Throughout this scene Jesus speaks as one who not only intends
1o do the will of God but also as one who has done it. Jesus does not, therefore,

pray that the cup Wlll pass; instead, he asserts his intention to drink the cup the
Father has given him.

Once Jesus’ intention has been made clear, the armed men and “their cap-
ain” (chiliarchos)!® bind him and take him first (profon) to Annas, the father-
inlaw of Caiaphas, “who was high priest that year.” The office of high priest
nditionally was hereditary, passed on at death; yet in the period of Seleucid
mdsubsequent Roman rule, the high priest was subject to political appointment
by the governing authorities. Deposing and replacing the high priest may have
been a tool used to demonstrate Caesar’s continued subjugation of the Jewish
pople; clearly it was also a way of exerting control over the Jewish authorities
themselves. ' While the tenures of some high priests were short and tenuous at
best, there was no annual replacement of the high priest, as some have alleged
bat John thought, given his reference to Caiaphas’s being “high priest that
}’::r'” Rather, Caiaphas is high priest in “that year,” tha? is, iq the year that

s died (11:49, 51). Assuming that Annas is conducting this preliminary
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toulg alA ording to John, one of Jesus® disciples was known to the high priest (18:15 1}6;),13:1;
" Xplain knowledge of this name. Schnelle (1998, 264) speculates that the name bel0rE
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15, L w - - Ohannine circle who had previously been its opponent. B
i \ader ofa thousand soldiers” (Josephus, Ant. 17:215); BDAG, a Roman
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*VanderK am 2004, 423,
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13, 16, 19, 22, and esp. v. 24),'7 John actually

investigation (VV- efers ¢, bty

: _in-law, Caiaphas, as “high priest.” Luke alsq |;
Annaig;;angfht‘;es‘?;glz :)riesthoocli) of Annas and Caiaphas™ (3:2), slilgngl::_he two,
pri,nnerghi gh priest could continue to })e galled “high pdgst” eéven if hel:]visﬂ:,at
longer in office. 18 John may also have in view a t?roadgr cucle' of “Chief Pﬁestsg
(archiereis) 0 which he reffers elsewherg, and in \yhlch he includeq both the
former and present “high priest” along with other important priests (7:32, 4s,
11:47, 57; 12:10; 18:3, 35; 19:6, 15, 21). , s

Even so, if Caiaphas is the acting high priest, then why is Jesus gep firkg
to Annas? According to Josephus, a high priest named Ananus (known by the
abbreviated name, Annas; see also Luke 3:2) was appointed by Quiriniyg S
removed from office by the Roman prefect Gratus; the years of his tenure would
have been 6-15 C.E. (dnt. 18.26, 34-35; 20.198)."° Not only did Annas hasie
a son-in-law, Joseph Caiaphas, who held the office of high priest from 18 ¢,
36/37 C.E.; he also had five sons who held the office (J.W. 2.243). Even if no
regarded by the Romans or the Jews as the high priest at the time of Jesus’ death,
Annas’s influence clearly continued even after his deposition.?° John’s account
of having Jesus questioned first by Annas may well reflect, as the Gospel does
elsewhere, the political situation of Jesus’ day (cf. 11:49-52).

Thus Jesus is taken to be interrogated by the chief religious and political
authorities of the Jewish people. The “chief priests” first appear in the Gospel
when they and Pharisees send servants (hypéretas) to arrest Jesus (7:32), but
those servants had come back empty-handed (7:44—45). Now the chief priests,
together with the Pharisees, have again sent servants (18:3) to apprehend Jesus;
this time they do not come back empty-handed. While this may be attributed
to the sheer numbers of armed troops sent to the garden with Judas, in John’s
account it is clear that Jesus has permitted his own arrest, as his hour in “that
year” has finally come.

18:15-27 Peter’s Denial and Jesus’ Interrogation before Annas

Ong of the most poignant scenes in any of the Gospels is the account of Peter’s
d'em.a L of Jesus. In spite of Peter’s earlier, fervent protests that he will 1ay dOV:S‘
his life for Jesus (13:37), Peter now evades the opportunity to identify himsel

00 r iS
17. So most commentators. Michaels (896-97, 906-9), thinking that the initial e

Caiaphas, reads v. 24 retr :
y . 0S eCthel : “ . ” gt
p y: “Now Annas had sent him bound. = Ananias:

18. R. Brown 197¢ 820; v
Y . ) s a.nderl(a “Jonﬂthan
the high priests” (. 2243), m 2004, 420. Josephus speaks of

19. See VanderKam 2004, 420.

'20. Bultmann considered
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“éminence

. to hil?
e Annas’s prestige and influence to be sufficient t0 ascribe he
., -ous condemnation (1971, 643 n, 3); Hengel (1995¢, 53) labels

gnise,” the power behind the scene.



