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The United States is the fourth largest nation in the world with a growing population of 326.6 billion, (2017 estimation, CIA, 2018). The capital is Washington DC and the chief of state and head of government is president Donald J. Trump. The US economy is energy-intensive and continues to grow, albeit a little sluggishly. The oil industry is very influential and a main driver with regards to the country’s economy and security (CIA, 2018). For over a hundred years, the US economy was ranked number one in the world, but since 2014 it has slipped behind China and is now ranked second. The need to reclaim that spot is reflected in projections that the US will regain the number one position in the near future. Crude imports as estimated in 2017 stood at 7.969 million barrels per day, ranking number one in the world, with crude exports at 1.158 million billion barrels per day, placing the US twelfth in the world. Crude oil production gives the US a country comparison of third in the world with an increase in consumption (CIA, 2018). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The oil embargo of 1973 set upon the US by the Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) halted oil supplies to the US and resulted in fuel shortages and production cuts caused oil prices to rise as well as impinging on the US’s capacity to increase supplies. Inflation became erratic and the nation became fearful of spending. Even after the embargo was lifted, the economy was slow to recover (Corbett, 2013). As a direct result of the embargo the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) was born. This stockpile of oil is held by the US Department of Energy to be used in times of crisis and is situated in the Gulf of Mexico with the capacity to hold 727 million barrels and release of which can be accessed in times of crisis whether that be manmade or a natural crisis, such as adverse weather conditions (Amadeo, 2018).
Oil-based energy production has grown, mainly due to improvements in technologies regarding drilling. Fossil fuels still dominate the US energy sector, with coal, gas and oil accounting for 77.6% of primary energy production (EIA, 2018).
Oil and gas production growth has occurred due to the increase in development in Wolfcamp play.
In 2015 crude oil export restrictions were lifted and The Houston-Galveston port in Texas, now exports more crude oil for the first time in recorded history.
Energy security can be defined as the continuity of energy supplies relative to demand.
Country reports from the HIS Markit
Choke points and trade routes
Energy challenges – increases in production, consumption and carbon emissions are a concern and reducing these must be achieved in order to meet standards set by The Paris Climate goals and The Climate Action plan.
The US still ranks highly in innovation and development of technology, aerospace, motor vehicles, pharmaceuticals, military equipment, and medical issues. This is also reflected in agricultural practices in grains, fish, beef, dairy, pork, poultry, fruit and vegetables and cotton and other fields such as lumber and mining industries continuing to grow, as well as can be seen in the chemical and processed food industries (CIA, 2018).
Politics   republican
Crude oil reserves as of 2017 have surpassed previous years and are up to 39.2 billion barrels, an increase of 19.5%, Gas reserves are also up at 36.1%  
Nyman discusses how climate change is inextricably bound up in energy security, emphasising the importance of recognising that without tackling climate change, the whole planet threatens our security if not our very existence. 
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