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What is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child? 
UNCRC is an international agreement looking at the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child. There are 54 articles altogether that are set out to protect every child and states that the governments must work together to make them available to every child and young person regardless of race, religion and abilities. 
Every child has fundamental rights. These include:
· Life, Survival and Development
· Protection from violence, drugs and abuse
· An Education
· A relationship, if possible, with their parents
· To have a voice and to be listened to
The UK signed the Convention on 19th April 1990, ratified it on 16th December 1991 and it came into force on 15th January 1992.
In 2000 two more options were added.
· Children under 18 are not to be recruited into their countries armed forces.
· To prohibit child prostitution, pornography and the sale of children into slavery.
These extra two have been signed by 120 states.
In 2011 a third option was added whereby children who have been violated have a voice and can be heard.
There are 192 countries who have signed the UNCRC with only 2 countries in the world still to agree. These are United States of America and Somalia!
The very first child’s right was written in 1923 by Eglantyne Jebb who was the founder of Save the Children.
One of the first people to start to care about infants and young children was a gentleman called Thomas Coram. He was a rich Seaman who was appalled by the sights in London of babies being dumped and infants dying on the streets. He opened the first Children’s Institute in 1739 and it was called The Foundling Hospital. 















                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Article 3
All Organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.
· School practioners must work together to support a child’s individual needs.
· Multi agencies must work together to support a child. Organisations such as Social Workers, Speech & Language Therapists, Team Around the Family (TAF), Flying Start and Families First.
· These multi agencies should share information effectively amongst each other remembering the GDPR rules of 2018.
Home and school partnerships are extremely important for children’s social, emotional and cognitive development. Practitioner’s need to build positive relationships with parents and families (Mind Matters: no date)
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                                                                                                         Article 23
Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives.
· UN CRC states that disabled people have the right to enjoy life the same as everyone else
· The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 has been replaced by Equality Act 2010.
Article 3
All Children have the Right to Life. Governments should ensure that Children Survive and Develop Healthy
· Children Act 1989 states that all Children should be protected and to have the right to a good life. This includes no child labour, no to underage marriage, no to Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), no to slavery and prostitution.
· The Social Services and Well Being Act (Wales) 2014 states that a child has the right to say NO!
· Children should be allowed to survive childhood in conditions optimal for their development. (Child Rights International Network
· All children have the right to nutrition, sanitation, clean water and healthcare







Article 28
Children have the right to an education.  Discipline in schools should respect human dignity. Primary and Secondary education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this.
· Education is paramount in the development of children. The school; should encourage regular attendance, educational resources and an interesting curriculum to engage young minds.
· Practitioners can’t use violence against a child or publically humiliate them.
· Practitioners should protect children from bullying or being bullied.
· The Reggio Emilia Approach to learning puts great emphasis on Children making decisions and to have child led activities within the class. (Reggio Children: no date)








Article 31
All Children have the Right to Relax and Play and to join a wide range of activities. (Children’s Rights Wales 2016) 
· Children within a setting should have a wide range of activities to play with to develop their personal, social and physical development. Children with additional needs should have the same resources to hand but be provided with aids to encourage independent learners.
· Practitioners should plan activities that cater for all children’s diverse needs. This should build a positive relationship between all adults and children in the setting.
· The practitioner should provide stimulating and interesting play for all children including children with disabilities. (www.centreforglobaleducation.org)
· All children play. Children rearrange their worlds to make them either less scary or less boring. (Sutton, Smith: 1999)
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