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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

Understanding the relevant legislation, and the national, local, and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding is important when working with adults as you often have contact with children. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) outlines the duty to report a child who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect, or other kinds of harm under section 130.  When a child protection report is made to the local authority about a child at risk, an investigation is completed under section 47 of the Children’s Act (1989).  A strategy meeting is held with managers from the local authority, police, and health professionals to assess if that investigation requires to be completed jointly with the police or just by the local authority.  The aim of the investigation is to assess, if not already in place, whether emergency protection order or police protection order is required to safeguard the children.  

If the investigation concludes that the child/ren are experiencing or at risk of significant harm a child protection initial case conference will be held 15 working days from the last strategy meeting/discussion (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). The purpose of the case conference is to make decisions about the child/ren’s safety and wellbeing in the future.  It is important to note that this includes the child/ren (age dependent), family members and their advocates as well as professionals who are involved with the family.  If the child/ren are not able to attend they are given the active offer of an Independent Professional Advocate, under Part 10 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, who will attend to ensure their voice is heard.  The conference with make an informed decision from the information provide about the ongoing risk of harm and whether a child protection plan is required. 

The analysis of continuing assessment may conclude the child/re are to be place into the care of the local authority to protect them from harm.  A child becomes looked after by the local authority if, they are in its care or provided with accommodation for a continuous period of more than 24 hours, under Section 74 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. A court is able to decide under Section 31 of the Children’s Act if a child needs to be placed and remain in the care of the local authority on a care order.  There will be some children who the court will accept a care plan for adoption and make a placement order under The Adoption and Children Act 2002 (National Adoptive Service, 2017).  That is not to say that all children that are subject to a care order will have a care plan for adoption.  Some families are able to work with agencies to reduce the risk of harm to a good enough level to enable the children to return home. 


Word count: 474








	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Part 7 for the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 is the legal framework for both child and adults safeguarding but there are significant differences.  Having the right to make unwise decisions is something that an adult is presumed to have the capacity to do under the Mental Capacity Act 2005.  A child under the age of is not presumed to have capacity nor are able to consent. Reflecting back, if a child was at risk, it was clear that child protection procedures were started with a clear process of what needed to be done with very clear time scales.  I felt confident that I could do everything I could to safeguard the children I worked with and to protect them from the risk of harm.  Although it is important to ensure the voice of the child is heard and the wishes and feelings of the family are considered, using a multi-agency approach, everything would be done to ensure the child/ren will be safeguarded.  I found this was not quite the same for adults and I remember struggling with the right to make unwise decisions for adults when I started working with adults.  

Having the right to make unwise decisions is something that we all have, and it is not only important but our legal right.  What I found difficult about that in adult safeguarding is that unlike children, an adult can refuse consent for a safeguarding referral and support.  As a social worker it is important to respect the views rights and wishes of the individuals we work with and protect their rights (Social Care Wales, 2017). If a person is assessed to have capacity, they are able to refuse any support if they so wish.  Even though you may think that support would be in their best interest, an individual has the right to have to be treated with dignity, fairness, respect, and equality (Human Rights Act, 1998). Making an unwise decision is not evidence that someone lacks capacity. I think what I find difficult is not being able to do everything I can as you can with children to ensure the adult is safeguard.  While a multi-agency approach would still be taken, if an adult says no and has capacity, I must respect that their wishes and allow them to make unwise decisions.

Word count: 387 
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