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1.1 Ordnance Survey
[image: A map of a city

Description automatically generated]The Ordnance Survey (OS) maps of Lampeter, Ceredigion, offer an intricate depiction of the town and its surrounding environment, providing essential information on its terrain, land usage, and historical transformation. Situated in west Wales, Lampeter features undulating hills, farmland, and the winding River Teifi. These maps outline significant geographical elements such as trails, forests, and man-made structures, making them valuable for landscape studies and spatial planning. Older OS maps trace the town’s historical changes, illustrating shifts in transport routes, settlement distribution, and land management strategies. These cartographic resources play a crucial role in examining the dynamic relationship between human activity and the natural environment. Furthermore, they support environmental evaluations, conservation initiatives, and development planning in the area. Interpreting OS data allows for a deeper understanding of Lampeter’s geographic importance within the wider rural setting of Ceredigion.Figure 2
Figure 1



1.2 LocationFigure 3

[image: ]Lampeter is a historic market town situated in Ceredigion County, Southwest Wales, with a present population of approximately 2,504 residents as according to the most recent Census in 2021. Positioned midway between Carmarthen and Aberystwyth, Lampeter serves as an important link for travellers moving between North and South Wales. The town is surrounded by rolling hills and an unspoiled rural landscape, contributing to its tranquil and picturesque atmosphere. Rich in cultural and historical significance, Lampeter has long been a hub for local commerce and education. It is home to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, which holds the distinction of being one of Wales’ oldest institutions to confer degrees. With its blend of natural beauty, academic heritage, and strong community spirit, Lampeter remains an integral part of the region’s social and economic fabric.
1.3 TopologyFigure 4

Lampeter’s landscape is shaped by its location in the Teifi Valley, surrounded by large hills and an abundance of good quality farmland. The town sits where the River Teifi meets the Afon Dulas, creating a natural low-lying area that affects how water flows and how the land is used. The ground rises more gradually to the north but gets steeper towards the south, influencing where people settle and how farming is done. The area is made up of fields, woodlands, and old hedgerows, showing its deep agricultural roots. This mix of landforms gives Lampeter its unique rural feel and natural beauty.
1.4 Population
[image: A graph showing the growth of population

Description automatically generated]In recent years, the population of Lampeter has experienced some shifts, particularly after a period of consistent growth in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. The town, renowned for its university and picturesque countryside, saw an increase in residents, driven in part by the expansion of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, which attracted both students and faculty. However, recent trends point to a slight decline, influenced by factors such as fluctuations in student enrolment, economic changes, and local employment opportunities. As a small town, Lampeter’s population is impacted by the balance between permanent residents and the transient student population. Additionally, factors like housing availability, job opportunities, and access to services have an ongoing effect on the demographic landscape. While Lampeter continues to be an important part of Ceredigion, these influences contribute to the changes in its population. The graph shown in figure 5; made by university student Soli-Anne Green, shows the exact population of Lampeter as according to each available Census. “In 1991 students were counted at their home address, whereas the 2001 Census counted them at their term time address. It is likely to have slightly increased Ceredigion's population due to the high proportion of students living in the County.” (Ceredigion county council 2023) Figure 5

1.5 Transportation
[image: ]With Lampeter being a considerably small town, therefore it only has two main roads that go straight through it, with the A482 travelling north from Lampeter to Aberaeron, and south to Llandovery; a dozen miles north of Abertawe. With the second road; the A475 connects Lampeter with most of west Wales and ends in Newcastle Emlyn. But residents of Lampeter that have no means of travelling themselves, will have to resort to public transportation with the T1 bus service that goes through Lampeter through to either Aberystwyth or Carmarthen. These bus routes, assuming you’re going to either Carmarthen or Aberystwyth, takes a rough estimate of one hour to get to either place. Figure 6

But unlike Lampeter these places have train stations in order for people to travel to more major towns and or cities. People living in Lampeter that have no access to private transport have had to rely solely on the T1 bus service since the railway station in Lampeter closed in 1964-65. This has made accessibility to broader transport networks more challenging for the local community.

1.6 Economy
Lampeter’s economy is largely driven by education, agriculture, and tourism. A key contributor is the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, which provides employment opportunities and attracts students, faculty, and businesses. The presence of students supports local shops, cafes, and rental housing, creating demand for services and seasonal employment. Agriculture remains vital to the surrounding countryside, with sheep and cattle farming being the primary industries. Farmers' markets, dairy production, and locally produced goods help sustain small businesses and contribute to regional trade. Tourism also plays an important role, with visitors coming to explore the town’s historic landmarks, beautiful landscapes, and cultural heritage. Although Lampeter is a small town, these industries collectively help maintain its economy. However, challenges such as declining student enrolment, the closure of the railway station, limited transport links, and fluctuations in agricultural markets have raised concerns about long-term sustainability. As a result, the town faces the need to adapt to changing economic conditions while preserving its unique character and community strengths.
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[image: A train station with a train on the tracks

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]2.1 Lampeter Railway Station
1866: Lampeter Railway Station opened as part of the Manchester and Milford Railway (M&MR), integrating the town into a growing rail network.
1906: Operations were taken over by the Great Western Railway (GWR), enhancing connectivity with the region.
1948: Following nationalisation, the station became part of British Railways, reflecting post-war transportation reforms.Figure 7

[image: A train station with a few buildings

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]1963: The Beeching Report recommended closing many rural lines, setting the stage for reduced services.
1964-1965: Passenger services were withdrawn, leading to the station’s closure for regular travel.
1970s: Freight operations continued briefly before the station was fully decommissioned.
Following the closure of Lampeter Railway Station in the 1960s, the site shifted from being a vibrant transportation centre to a more peaceful area. Although the trains no longer run, traces of the original infrastructure persist, standing as a testament to the town's history. The area remains an important part of Lampeter’s heritage.Figure 8

Figure 7 shows the Railway station before its closure, and Figure 8 shows the railway after its closure; with the tracks removed and the railway station abandoned, left to decay
2.2 Economy Pre Closure of the Railway
[image: A large crowd of people in a crowd

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]During the time when Lampeter Railway Station was operational, the town’s cattle market played a pivotal role in its agricultural economy. The market became a crucial centre for the trading of livestock, with farmers transporting cattle via the railway for sale. This facilitated a greater flow of goods and livestock, strengthening Lampeter’s position as a key agricultural hub within the region. The market, characterized by its brisk activity and professional auctions, was integral to the economic vitality of Ceredigion’s rural communities. The railway’s presence further enhanced Lampeter’s significance, efficiently linking local farmers with broader markets and economic opportunities.Figure 9

[image: A black and white photo of a street

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
The coal yard at Lampeter, Ceredigion, was a significant facility during the operational years of the railway station, benefiting from its proximity to both the station and the bustling cattle market. The efficient transportation network provided by the station enabled the rapid distribution of coal, an essential fuel for both domestic and agricultural needs in the region. The yard served as a central point for importing coal into Lampeter, which was subsequently distributed to local homes, farms, and businesses. Its location near the station and cattle market ensured that it played a vital role in Lampeter's broader economic framework, directly supporting local industries and trade.Figure 10

In Figure 10, at the bottom left of the photo you see the Railway station, and just above it is the coal yard, with the cattle market being to the right of both. This image shows just how close in proximity the three main economic hubs in Lampeter were.
2.3 Connections

The Carmarthen-Aberystwyth railway line played a vital role in connecting Lampeter to major cities in South Wales, as well as other regions in England. Before its closure, the railway line notably boosted regional development, enhancing connectivity between communities. It facilitated trade, tourism, and access to services, fostering economic growth and social cohesion. The line stimulated local business activity, improved mobility for residents, and contributed to the cultural and economic vitality of the region. Additionally, it provided crucial links for agricultural exports, supported educational institutions such as the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, and ensured efficient transportation for both goods and people, reinforcing Lampeter’s role as a central hub in Ceredigion.
[image: A map of a train
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Figure 11

[bookmark: _Toc190641658]Bibliography
Visitoruk.com. (2025). Timeline History of Lampeter, Ceredigion. [online] Available at: http://www.visitoruk.com/Lampeter/20th-century-T4081.html [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Parliament.uk. (2021). Available at: https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/124850/html/.
Disused-stations.org.uk. (2018). Disused Stations: Pencader Station. [online] Available at: http://www.disused-stations.org.uk/p/pencader/index.shtml [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Figure 1:
Ordnance Survey Limited. (2024). OS Map of Lampeter: Explorer 199. [online] Available at: https://shop.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/map-of-lampeter [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Figure 2:
Ram, (2023). Historic Ordnance Survey Map of Ram, 1901-1902. [online] Francisfrith.com. Available at: https://www.francisfrith.com/ram/map-of-ram-1901-1902_rnc813093 [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Figure 3:
Google (2024). Google Maps. [online] Google Maps. Available at: https://www.google.com/maps.
Figure 4:
UK, L. (2019). Lampeter · Lampeter, UK. [online] Lampeter · Lampeter, UK. Available at: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lampeter/ [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Figure 5:
Graph created by S. Green
Figure 6:
UK, L. (2019). Lampeter · Lampeter, UK. [online] Lampeter · Lampeter, UK. Available at: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lampeter/ [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Figure 7, 8, 9, 10:
Facebook.com. (2022). Old Lampeter Photos | Facebook. [online] Available at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2217790771620722 [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].
Figure 11:
Walton, S. (2023). Welsh Carmarthen-Aberystwyth line reopening unlikely. [online] RailFreight.com. Available at: https://www.railfreight.com/railfreight/2023/05/30/welsh-carmarthen-aberystwyth-line-reopening-unlikely-due-to-no-support/ [Accessed 16 Feb. 2025].












2

image3.jpeg




image4.png




image5.png
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

Population Development

P DD DD DD DD D DD D
A R S g A A A I R MR A A
EEE P PSP F S P ESS

—e—Population Development




image6.png
A /.

he Falcondale @

and restaurant \/\ 9 LAS Rec
~
7\ TP NN
|

1 [

Lar\Qpet/er Camping
A475 = & Caravan




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.png
1 Rooih
Marchnad misol y da tew yn Y Mart.

Monthiy fatstock sale in Market Place.

(Casglladicollection: Amgueddfa Ceredigion Museum)




image10.png




image11.png
un
‘West Wiales Lines
Uinellau Gorflewin Cymru





image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




