Introduction
There are many different challenges within a school community that influence teaching and learning. Every school is faced with different challenges and opportunities depending on a variety of different factors, ranging from location and deprivation areas to parent participation and outside play space.  In order to overcome the challenges a school may face it is important we get to know our students and have a good communication system in place for both the students and the parents. Teachers must also be recapping weekly with parents and updating social media and newsletters accordingly.
The School I attended as part of my bridging session used a wide range of different communication systems to keep in contact with their parents. The school is situated in the middle of a new housing , estate and is of a working class background, many if not most of the parents have very limited time to attend the school so rely on digital forms of communication. PTA meetings are smaller as parents are unable to attend due to work commitments meaning that opinions and recommendations aren’t being passed on to the schools. According to the last Estyn inspection only 6% are eligible for free school meals due to low income which is 19% lower than the average school indicating the school is not in situated in a deprived area. 11% of the pupils attending this school have additional learning needs which is lower than the national average at 21% (Estyn 2018).
How does School B share information with parents and guardians?
An obvious challenge in my bridging school is many parents work full time so rely on electronic forms of communication. Many pupils have childminders who bring them to school or attend breakfast school clubs, so parents don’t have that face-to-face interaction with teachers.  The school has had to think of innovative ways off the back of this to get to know parents and communicate with them. This is done through a programme called school gateway. The gateway is updated regularly by teachers and notifies parents of their child’s progress. The school website and twitter page are also used as a way of sharing pupils progress and information. Monthly newsletters are also sent and drop-in sessions after 5pm for working parents are organised alongside phone calls if needed.
How does School B involve parents?
Parental involvement is a big focus within School B and has proven success with pupils (Working with parents to support children's learning 2021). Regular workshops and activities are held with the parents incorporating learning through play (LAP), numeracy and play (NAP), Welsh and play (WAP) and outdoor learning and play(OLAP). Within these sessions the resources in the classrooms are utilised along with teacher participation to help the parents understand what their child is learning, and boosts a child’s confidence alongside their communication skills (Twinkl.co.uk 2021).  School B also uses YouTube recordings and google classroom to help parents to connect with their children from home. School concerts, Eisteddfod’s and theme weeks are shared on the school’s social media pages to engage parents and ask for feedback.
The school also ran open events to showcase their working topics such as Numeracy, Big maths, Number days and an introduction to Welsh. A workshop was run based on a topic studied by the Year 5 pupil of The Tudors, the pupils staged a show and invited all the parents in for participation encouraging learning through play and outdoor learning. 
School B also asks for volunteers through online forms or questionnaires to encourage family members to come in and speak about their life skills to the pupils relevant to the topics they’re studying, alongside parent’s chaperones for school trips.
Allowing the parents to get involved with the school takes some time and pressure away from the teachers who can then focus more on the academic side. Parents and local community members also allow teachers to get to know the family, their upbringing, needs and how they are helped at home building a stronger relationship with the parent (Popirtac, 2022).
How does School B engage with their local community?
School B’s community and surrounding area doesn’t have a community centre for family based events or activities. The school Hall is used largely by the Broadlands estate for community groups, dance groups, sports groups, church members and rainbow groups as well as a polling station and local council meetings. The school runs a variety of community supported learning trips such as St David’s Church, Bridgend Foodbanks, Local charity visits and aquariums. Book bags and stationary items are also made by local shops and sold on behalf of the school. The school also runs a sports sponsorship for local football and rugby teams and raises money for local charities. 
School B has also introduced a scheme called “Help yourself trolleys” providing hygiene items and essential food items for Parents and Guardians alongside children who also have access. Items include wipes, nappies and toilet rolls and cotton buds and are available during the working hours of the school. 
Workshops are also held at the school with Local businesses, emergency services, road safety officers coming into the school for topic talks and giving real life experiences and stories.

What additional learning needs support does School B give?
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 in now place for all schools across (2019). This will ensure that all children and young people’s additional learning needs are met as part of the statutory system across Wales.As mentioned, the school I visited has a low number of ALN pupils. One of the challenges this school faces however is classroom space. From observing the class it is apparent that the younger reception and nursey classes have a large amount of play space and as you move up the years the space seems to get a lot smaller. ALN pupils often need one to one help, and this is provided through internal LTA supports often sitting in corridors on a one-to-one basis with the students. Parents of ALN pupils are supported by Parents/Carers agencies, early help support, Local Authority team and also Social Services. ALN reviews take place yearly within the school and Individual development plans put in place for pupils and communicated to the parents. These are considered and communicated when transitioning to nursery and Year to Comprehensive School.

How does School B incorporate the Welsh language?
Reported in the Estyn report(2018) for School B was a recommendation to improve pupils Welsh speaking skills. Following the Siarter Iath ((Siarter Iaith framework: Initial guidance for schools 2017) framework for Primary schools they carry a clear message that they want to encourage the whole community in the development of the Welsh Language. 
School B often run school trips around the local community to view Welsh landmarks and heritage. Local History of the surrounding area of the school is taught in lessons with repetition of the pronouncing of Welsh worlds towns and places demonstrating conditioning learning by repetition.
Lesson plans incorporated bilingual learning teaching in English and repeating in Welsh. Repetition of the words. Activity sheets were used in small groups to identify the word to the picture encouraging pupil participation. The display boards in my school were also clearly displayed as bilingual and phrases in Welsh practiced throughout the day and recapped. 
Welsh festivals are celebrated such as St David’s day and Eisteddfod which gives the up pupils a sense of belonging as part of a community school as well as providing the pupils with Hymns to sing in Welsh and the Welsh national Anthem.

Who are the PFA and Local Governing Body?
The parent and friend association are a small active group who meet regularly to discuss opinions and run events such as school concerts, fetes, and school discos. School B has been lucky enough to have benefited from the funding that the PFA have done and developed their outside play area for the children. The funds that the PFA have raised have gone towards two new outdoor classrooms allowing for the chance of more outdoor learning and opportunities. School B has a strong group support the PFA and communicate regularly through their dedicated Facebook page. Alongside their funding for outside spaces the PFA also help fund Easter eggs and Christmas gifts, Year 6 leavers parties and autograph books.
The Local Governing Body are a separate group made up of parents and community members. The group members well help with suggestions or changes to the Curriculum if needed, health and safety issues, safeguarding and any issues with the school building. The LGB can attend teacher meetings as well as they’re own and are able to question things (critical friends).
Both groups are vitally important in running the school (Quinn, 2019) and how the school progresses School B often updates parents on their website of their activity and progress keeping parents informed.

How does School B use their local surroundings?
An opportunity arising from School B’s local surroundings and the introduction of two new outdoor classrooms funded by the PTA is an Innovative teaching experience called “Forest School”. Forest School uses the school’s outdoor space as a classroom for teaching and learning life schools, aside from the typical academic day of learning (Forest schools: Impact on young children in England and Wales 2022).
The Experience promotes play through outdoor learning and encourages children to independently, play and learn whilst participating in outdoor challenges and lessons. Advantages to the children of classroom outside learning means children will be taught holistically while improving their physical and social skills. Group activities are carried out encouraging communication between children and working within a team. Most importantly it allows outdoor learning through play and allows children a free open space rather than sitting in a classroom environment.
School B has a large yard space. The class have a scheme called “ a mile a day” where they have an allocated slot to walk around the yard the amount of times it takes to complete a mile. This was especially useful on days where the children weren’t allowed out due to rain or wind but “a mile a day” still went ahead – important for children’s wellbeing and mental health.
School B also uses the local library for children to borrow books to take home and read to their parents encouraging the use of a library and being able to find a book from a particular section in their library.
Conclusion
To conclude I feel it a necessity for schools to have good communication between parents and children and how important it is to have links to our surrounding community. Identifying a school’s challenges and opportunities within the school I’m placed in will enable me to form a plan to overcome these challenges and reinforce the opportunities.
Reflecting on this I feel a pedagogy is paramount and leadership is crucial in helping a pedagogy grow. Taking my bridging days into account I am going to make sure I greet all children when coming into class in the morning and asking how they are along with their parents. This will help me build a stronger teacher parent relationship and help me learn about their child and how they are being supported at home. I am also going to encourage parents to read with their children and engage in more local community activities during the weekend to help aid the work we do in class. 
My target with my class will be to get to know the names of each pupil and they’re favorite color which will not only help me build a relationship with the child but will also give the parent a sense of security and trust in me to be approachable if they need to heighten any concerns they have and the same for me in return.  
My targets I intend to achieve in line with the QTS standards are:
· Effectively managing the learning environment for the children in my class by creating a positive learning environment and reinforce the four purposes – ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed citizens, and healthy confident individuals. As one of the challenges I found in School B I will ensure that there my classroom has ample desk space for every child and that ALN children are supported with a teacher beside them if needed. My classroom will be set up so that all children are able to hear me and participate in lessons.
· I will also aim to reflect on learning inline with the influencing learners QTS standard all which will have a positive effect on the pedagogy. I will ask the children to reflect on what they have learnt and to evaluate what they did good and bad to help them build on their own self evaluations. I will also evaluate my own lesson plans and ask for feedback from my class.
· I will also work with in school colleagues in line with QTS standard collaboration to share best practice with other teachers and observe other lessons. This will help me develop my own lessons and help me plan my lessons in a more structured manner.
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