Gobbet
Write a 1000-word gobbet on Homer’s Iliad 24.776-803 (translation by Murray, loeb series, Harvard University Press) 

Hector’s funeral in the Iliad is an eleven-day burial process which includes the cremation of his body, a second burial of his ashes and a feast taking place afterwards. It is also a social process, with his status as a prince and his importance to the war making his death a public mourning event. His death is so significant that it serves as part of the climax of the final book of the Iliad and a turning point in the Trojan war. In the extract “countless throng made moan” and before it there are multiple laments from key characters such as Helen “wailing” at the very start. The war is actually put on hold through an agreement for this mourning to take place, as the people of Troy concentrate all their efforts into it.
The mortuary practices shown in the Iliad are similar on both sides of the war, with both cremating their dead. This is unique as at the time there is more evidence of inhumation being used across bronze age Greece with cremation being more popular in parts of Asia (Musgrave, 1990). This could suggest that this is a poetic choice to make the deaths more dramatic and thematic with the Iliad’s motif of fire rather than based on wider practices at the time. Or that the poem changed over time as cremation became more popular towards the very end of the bronze age and into the iron age, as the focus of funerary ritual shifted towards a fiery spectacle (Hatzaki, 2012).
The primary burial of Hector is very elaborate, with the cremation being at a seemingly massive and very public scale as all the men of Troy collect the wood for it across nine whole days. This suggests an incredibly large funeral pyre for one body, with there possibly being multiple of them with Hector’s body being on the “topmost pyre”. This is also suggested when it burns from the dawn of the tenth day into the early dawn of the eleventh, a whole day and night. This shows Hector’s status through its grandeur and the effort put into it, but also how important he was to the people who are willing to put all this labour (and wood) into his last rites. The people also shed tears for him when he is put onto the pyre, a communal mourning from the city after the many years of traumatic war they have endured which has only stopped for eleven days because of Hector’s death. There is also an element of funerary ritual in the collecting of wood for nine days, with it being an intentional and symbolic action done by the men of Troy as well as a sacrifice of wood and time, very precious time as it is whole days of respite from the war.
The secondary burial on the eleventh day also shows Hector’s status and examples of funerary ritual. The fire is put out with wine instead of water and Hector’s ashes are placed in a golden urn with a purple robe around it. This ostentatious burial container is elaborate enough to be grave goods rather than simply being a funerary urn wrapped in fabric and shows that they are willing to part with very valuable things even in the middle of the war in order to ensure they honour Hector properly, especially after Priam already paid a great ransom to get the body back. The pyre being “quenched” with wine is a ritual action of sacrifice and libation to the gods, with the same being done with Patroclus’ pyre, as well as libations being a very common sacred act in Bronze Age Greece. The personification of the fire being quenched rather than put out could symbolically represent it as a sacred thing that is being satisfied by what’s been offered to it rather than just burning out. 
There is also an important social aspect to the secondary burial as instead of being done by many, Hector’s bones are collected up by just “his brothers and his comrades”. This is significant as it shows how his final remains are being handled with care and that the handling of them is a reserved honour. They also mourn and cry during this process, making it another social part of the grieving process for Hector’s family and friends. It also shows how this is the last moment of familial closeness with Hector as it is the final handling of his remains before they are buried. It is also their job to cover the urn with stones and heap the mound, completing the separation of Hector from the living. The mound is also a physical and visual final resting place for Hector that marks his status and creates a site of social memory that can be visited by the people of Troy.
The final funerary process is the feast in Priam’s halls on the eleventh day, a ritual and social action to honour the gods. The people “gathering together duly feasted” with the adverb “duly” showing that this is an important and expected part of the burial practice for everyone to partake in. The feast shows the relationship between the living and the divine, with it being symbolic of the sacrificial relationship between humans and gods (Research Group for the Comparative Study of Feasting, 2017). It also shows more personal relationships being men and gods, with “the king nurtured by Zeus” as Zeus shows favour to Priam. This could be very literal as the gods often interact directly with the characters of the Iliad, but it is also symbolic of how the Trojans have carried out the proper funeral rites for Hector and pleased the god. The social aspect of the feast with the people “gathering together” show how the final part of the funeral is for the living to re-establish new relationships after the loss of Hector. As they are gathered in the halls of Priam it also shows how as a host, he is restoring his social status as the king after the death of the prince and making a personal sacrifice of his own food and drink on behalf of his son.
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