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“How did social mobility influence the class 

dynamics in Rome during Late Antiquity?” 
Was not always an Emperor 

First usage of “Emperor” title was by Julius Caesar 

in ~44 BC 

Legitimacy of rule depended on control of the 

Army and recognition of Senate 

Could be usurped by “illegal” means 

Ruling class families 

Political, religious and military leadership 

Term is still used to refer to aristocrats and 

the higher bourgeoisie in some countries 

Essentially in control of the government Senators known as “vir illustris” 

Authoritative and decisive 

Appointed by magistrates called 

‘censors’ 
Labourers and farmers who worked 

lands owned by the Patricians 

All free from slavery/none were 

slaves 

Were not patrician, senatorial or 

equestrian 

Former slaves granted freedom 

through legal processes 

Have to go through 

manumission to become citizen Ownership not limited to the 

elite 

Agricultural and industrial 

labour 

Sold into slavery or captives 

Had citizen rights but 

could not vote 

Limited engagement 

with politics 


